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PREFACE
’ ) )

IT is so well known, that from the earliest
ages, with persons nearly of all denominations,
DaxcinGg has been found to afford so pleasing
and acceptable a subject of delight and amuse-
ment, and also ésteemed from the nature of its
exercise as a great promoter of health, that by
any means further to recommend that depart-
ment of the Art, “ EnxcrLisH CouNTRY Danc-
1xG,” whichfrom its origin has ever been esteem-
ed the most social, is altogether unnecessary.

When this species of Dancing, though of
English origin, was first invented, is not cer-
tainly known; butthatitis of great antiquity, no
doubt remains, from the many old books pub-
lished soon after the printing of musical netes;
and which books contained Country Dance Tiines
with Figures subjoined, (but no Diagrams to. des-
cribe them explicitly;) and containing the tech-
nical termsin this department of Dancing, (but
no key, to explain them.) This proves, that at.
that time, it was not only much practised, but’
generally understood. Insome books published
a hundred years ago (and at present in the

B
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author’s possession) the “New Tunes and
Figures” are said to be ¢ given, as they were
danced at Court and all public and privateassem-
blies;”’ and by way of proving the utility of their
works, and to point out the general practice of
the art, the authors, after stating  that it had
been long an established Dance;’’ proceed to in-
form the Reader, ¢ that it is the principal amuse-
ment of all classes of people in this country, and
that there is not a city or town in the kingdom
but have their Country Dance Balls and Assem-
blies; that it had been iniroduced at all foreign
European Courts, was very popular, and had be-
come there, the most favourite species of Danc-
ing; and was also practised with the greatest
avidity in all our Colonies.”

Country Dancing being that species of Danc-
ing, which constitutes the national Dance of the
English, and being so much practised from its
acquired favoritism in the present day, not only
in every city and town throughout the United
Kingdom, but also abroad, it becomes a very
rational supposition, especially with foreigners,
that in the English metropolis, it certainly must
be displayed in a manner almost coequal with
perfection. But even considering that it is the
principal amusement with the greater part of the
inhabitants of this country, yet how few persons
are to be found possessing the knowledge of
“ going down” a Country Dance, without rushing
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into error, suffering a bitter embarrassment, and
destroying the comfort and social harmony of
those who happen to know better. It certainly
with a foreigner must be almost incredible, that
the national Dance of this Country, being consi-
dered too by its inhabitants as a necessary part of
their education, instead of being performed by a
reasonable portion out of the several classes of
society excellently, by some others tolerably, and
by all who are in the habit of visiting and fre-
quenting Balls and Assemblies, at all events
decently, it is to be regretted, that at Assemblies
and Balls convened for the purposcs of enjoying
sociality and amusement, ten couple out of a
hundred scarcely know what they are about;
being equally deficient in Steps as in Figures,
The Author, having had so many public and
private Balls and Assemblies, as well as having
attended and conducted avariety of othersthrough
the solicitations of his pupils and public com-
panies, which have generally been well attended,
and visited by a great number of Teachers from -
different parts of the country, every opportunity
bhas been afforded him of judging of the state of
Excrisa Couxtry Dancing. Insobadastate -
did he find it several years previous to the pub-
lication of his “ Analysis of Country Dancing,”
that his astonishment was truly excited; nor can
it even now be accounted for, that a national
Dance, so extensivelyand prevalently exercised,
B 2
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and possessing somuch social diversion and pleas-
ing amusement, should have had no guide or book
of reference, by way of Diagrams, or other
elucidations and descrlpunns, for its correct
performance.*

- The old Country Dance Books contained a
variety of Figures, but the correct manner of
performing them was rendered totally unintelligi-
ble, for the want of Diagrams to illustrate them;

* No Treatise whatever within the author’s knowledge,
or within the knowledge of one ount of the many thousand
persons he had conversed with on the subject of English
Country Dancing, ever existed, except a work published
upwards of fifty years ago, by ¢ Nicholas Dukes, Dancing
Master,” (which he had never seen or heard any thing of,
till he had published the third edition of his ** Analysis of
Country Dancing.”) Mr. Dukes's work contains only a few
of the principal Figures, but not half the old ones; and
many of those it dues conlain, joined logether, have be-
come compounds, without any direction whatever for ap-
plying them to the music, and possessing no system, or the
least pretension to it: on a careful and minute examina-
tion of it, not one Figure could be drawn from it, that
had not previously been published in the Analj,rma; with
double the quantity of Figures in addition. Mr. Doke’s
work consists of but 88 loose pages, each page containing
merely the Diagram, without any direction for its perfor-
mance, and yet sold (at a time too when books did not
fetch half their present price) for one guinea per copy.
Its bearing so high a price, and so little for the price, must
have-prevented ils sale, and consequently a more exiensive
knowledge of what it was cven capable of affording.
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thus no clear authority existing for the direction
and guidance of the Dancer, frequent disputes
arose in the Ball Room, by different persons per-
forming the Figure differently from others, and
each persisting in his own opinion, and declaring
his manner of performing the Figure to be correct.
One, and a glaring instance, shewing the neces-
sity of Diagrams to illustrate the correct manner
of performing, that not only useful, but predomi-
nant Figure, “ Right and Left ;" which might (as
well asevery other Figure respecting which doubt
may arise) ‘on a reference to the Diagrams, be
easily acquired by persons of the most common
understanding. *“Right and Left” is very fre-
quently performed in a very clumsy manner, in
iwo ways, equally improper with each other;
firstly, by performing the Chain Figure of four;¥*
secondly, by the top couple making a complete
circle round the second couple; and afterwards,
the second couple making a complete circle round
the top couple to places; some few persons at
the same time have occasionally been found per-
forming their part of the Figure correctly. From
such ignorance of the true Figure, and the con-
trarieties of opinion, the consequent confusion,
and the effects of it may easily be 1mngmed

* Tlus is the nght and Leftin the French Cotillions
and ﬂ,uadnilﬂs, and called the * Chain Anglaise,” which

‘will be found to differ altogether from the English !hght
and Left”—see Diagram.
B 3
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“ The Complete System of English Country
Dancing” is offered to the public, not as the
production of secluded wild theories, but as the
result: of years spent in obtaining and collecting
together, all the known Figures in Country
Dancing, consulting all the old and best Dancers,
and with them tracing methodically, and making
Diagrams of them, as they were acquired, as
well as consulting all the old Country Dance
books, which have been only obtained at immense
trouble and expence.

The author having thus got together a better
and more extensive, if not the most correct* col-
lection of Country Dance Figures, than any other
person in the country, added to an extensive
every day practice with both ladies and gentle-
men of talent and information, and with several
of the profession, (a great many of whom he has
had the honor to instruct) and in the course of
which practice, every Figure and movement con-
tained and described in this work are occasionally
put in practice, he trusts, it will be found much

* It may be confidently asserted, that ibey are correct.
Few persons haviog had the same opportunities with the
author of ascertaining their correctness, from the innume-
rable Balls and Assemblies at which bhe has presided and
been present, and the means allowed him of introducing
publicly by name all the different Figures, and thereby
giving any person an tl:lr;njp«:-'rl;l,mit;r of correcting any then
existing error,
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more worthy the patronage of the public than any
former work on the subject; possessing a great
superiority over any other, from the vast variety
of useful matter it will be found on comparison
to posscss, and from its arrangement, constituting
a Complete System of ExgL1sH CounTrRY DANC-
ING, well calculated to afford every means of re-
ference, as a guide to its correct performance.
The establishment of such asystem has now be-
come more necessary, from the greatly increased
number of Teachers, among whom there are so
many mere pretenders; and from the too fre-
quent occurrence of the circumstance of Teachers
of talent, to retain their pupils, submitting to
their caprice and whims, acquired from some
fashionable friends, who have for their Teachers
persons appointed and recommended, not for their
talents’ sake, but through a prevailing patronage
and influence, and thereby “ getting their names
up,”’ soon acquire a fashionable connection, the
support of which their ignorance by no means
merits, These fashionable Teachers, if they do
not frequently supersede the Teacher of talent
(who may not perhaps have so much influence in
the fashionable circles) he is obliged, to retain
his connection, to teach in the same perverted
style as those who pervert it, It is very gene-
rallyknown, that while a man of talent is striving
to become successful, in gaining a good connec-
tion in the pursuits of the profession, many a
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man of very shallow capacity generally, and with
but a very trifling knowledge indeed of the prin-
ciples of Dancing, is signalised as the object of
influence and noble patronage. The ignorant
protégee suffers his pupils to pursue their own
course, and adopt their own methods, through a
love of ease ; but the Teacher of talent is more
particularin the tuition of his pupils, arising from
his superior knowledge of the principles of his
profession; though sometimes obliged through
necessity to suffer innovations on the correct
style, particularly of Country DANcIiNG.

In this werk, the descriptions and directions
are given, and the several parts treated in a more
minute and particular manner than to some may
appear necessary; but that has been done with
the intention of avoidingany complaint of brevity,
which was attached to the three editions of *‘The
Analysis of Country Dancing.” The only cause
for such brevity was, that the author gave the
public much greater credit for their knowledge
of Dancing, than he has since discovered they
merited ; for such was his idea of the extent of
their knowledge at the time when the first edition
of *“ The Analysis of Country Dancing” was
published, that he solicited theirassistance in fur-
nishing him with any additions or improvements
to the work, and to point out any errors that he
might have committed in his first attempt at the
publication of a work of its nature. Notwith-
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standing this public solicitation, during the sale
of one thousand copies, (of which the first edition
consisted) no suggestions by the way of adding
to or improving the work were offered, even
though a considerable number of copies were
purchased by Teachers of Dancing; but a solici-
tation in return was received from those who had
become possessed of copies, that another might
be published, accompanied by an offer to sub-
scribe for its more speedy publication, and in
which the author was entreated to enlarge the
subject, and be more copious in his descriptions ;
and was requested by no means to withhold any
observation or remark, that might in any way
tend to elucidate the most trifling point previously
unexplained, so that the work might be rendered
such an one as to prevent those disputes, which
so frequently occur in the Ball Room for the want
of a proper authority as a means of reference.

Ingratitude,for the flattering opinion bestowed
by the public on his labours, and for the many
distinguished favors conferred on him, he endea-
voured to comply with their wishes, and his
humble efforts have been rewarded, infinitely
beyond his mostsanguineexpectations ; his sense
of which it is impossible for him to express in
language sufficiently grateful.

Every copy of * The Analysis of Country
Dancing’’ having for a considerable time past
been disposed of, the author feels truly happy,
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that thereby he has an opportunity allowed him,
at least of endeavouring to shew his gratitude,
by presenting to the public this work ; which he
trusts, with a respectful confidence, will be found
what it professes to be, a ¢ Complete System of
English Country Dancing ;”’—no pains whatever
having been spared, or in its compilation any
thing omitted, that could be of any possible use
either to the learner or professor.

Itisin this work only, that ENcrL1sH CounTRY
Daneing has been reduced to a system, by ar-
ranging, according to the most simple and correct
methods, the several and respective Figures into
several respective lengths and uses, with clear
directions for the proper application of them
toall the different times and measures of Country
Dance Music, together with the valuable ap-
pendage of the tables, for composing Country
Dances, &c.

For the attention of those learners, who may
be aiming at a correct and perfect knowledge,
and are anxious to perform well, and with a
graceful ease and confidence, the several Figures
constituting and systematically belonging to
EnGrism CountrY DANCING, it is particularly
remarked, that no persons regarding their reputa-
tion, and possessing a right sort of feeling, would
attempt to enter or consider themselves qualified
for the Ball or Assembly Room, with a view of

Jjoining in a Country Dance, previous to their
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having a full and correct knowledge of all the
Figures contained in this work, as very different
Figures to those they might otherwise only be
acquainted with very probably might be set and
danced, without any opportunity being allowed
to them for ¢ a call,”” in consequence of the situ-
ation taken in the Dance ; the result then would
be, to return home in disgust through a disap-
pointmentof expected pleasure and improvement.

The learner’s frequent attention to the Essay
on Deportment, will prove a useful auxiliary, in
rendering attainable that grace and elegance
which forms a ckef d’ccuore in Dancing.

A careful perusal of the Preface, and a strict
attention to the contents of the Introduction, are
recommended to the learner, as it contains much
useful and previous information to that afforded
in the body of the work, and which could not
with so much propriety there be given.

It may not here be considered amiss slightly
to preface the principal Contents of the work.

FIGURES.

A clear description and explanation is given
of the lengths and forms, with the various uses,
application, and effect, of all the Figures ever
used in Country Dancing, methodically classed
according to their different lengths, as adapted
to the music; together with a variety of new
Figures, classed according to their lengths, to
correspond with the old ones.
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All the valuable and systematical original

OLD FIGURES*

c¢ontained in the ¢ Analysis of Couniry Danc-
ing”’ are given 1n this work; together with an
augmentation of a valuable collection of a variety
of Figures, which have hitherto been neglected.
They have been carefully arranged, and the most
clear and simple directions are given for their
_ ¢orrect performance, with explanatorynotes, (the
uses 0f which are afterwards explained) thatevery
facility might be rendered to the learner towards
the acquirement of a proper knowledge of them.

As the greatest attention has been paid to the
simplifying of these Figures, which were found
absolutely necessary, to render a great part of
them capable of being performed to the proper
measures of Country Dance Music; the liberty
here taken, has only been used to restore them to
their primitive state, and to separate them from
all the useless, unnecessary, and confused move-
ments, with which they have been connected—a
fatal incapability, arising from such connection
of their ever been correctly performed to any of
the proper Tunes or measures of the music.
~ The old original Country Dance Figures are
arranged so systematically, as to bring together

~* The anthor has given no Figures of his own inven-
tion, other than those comprised under the head of * new
Figures.”
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all the Figures of the same order and descrip-
tion, beginning with the most simple ones, and
proceding regularly to those of the most complex
nature; and, in order to render them more sim-
ple and attainable to learners, all the most com-
plex ones are completely analyzed and dissected,
by giving a distinct Diagram of each and every
movement ; and then, by means of a Diagram,
uniting all the different movements, is shewn the
whole of the Figure as to be performed together.
The author has in this part of the work omitted

shewing the whole of any Dance, except Sir
Roger de Coverley.*

A great number of valuable and useful

NEW FIGURES
have been composed expressly for this work,
which, with the directions given for their per-
formance, may at pleasure be substituted for the
old ones, as their comparative lengths are clearly
pointed out.

EXPLANATORY NOTES
are subjoined to such Figures as require further
elucidation than could with propriety be given
in the description of them as shewn by the
Diagrams; for, notwithstanding that all the vari-

* The Tables direct the composition of all the different

Figures into Dances according to the length and time of
the music.
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ous lengths, uses, and different manners of ap-
plying the Figures in the composing of Country
Dances are explained by the ¢ List or Classes
of Country Dance Figures,” and “ the use of
the Tables,” the author has found, that persons
in general who want instructions in Dancing are
very seldom but little inclined to study what has
the appearance of complexity; and being well
aware how necessary it is for learners, not only
to acquire a knowledge of performing the various
Figures according to the Diagrams, but also of
applying them properly to music, has thought it
necessary to give those notes, to obviate any
difficulty that might otherwise possibly arise.
The uses of the

NEW FIGURES
are clearly explained. In addition to the

OLD AND NEW REELS

given in the “ Analysis,” will be found in this
work, a most valuable appendage, particularly so
to those persons who are partial to novelty and
variety. In the composing of them, so great a
variety has been blended with a careful preserva-
tion of the Reel style, as to render them pleas-
ing substitutes for petit Cotillions; and their
composition is of that nature, as to afford the
advantage of their becoming easily attainable.

THE NEW REELS
given in this work, have already been introduced,
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and very much admired, at most of the public
places, and in some of the best selections of
company.
COUNTRY DANCE MUSIC

contains a full explanation of Long and Short
Measure, also a description of all the various
Measures and Times in which Country Dance
Tunes are composed ; with

TABLES,
shewing the quantity of Figure that may be used
to all the different Measures in Music belonging
to the correct system of Encrisu CounTRY
Dancine.

These Tables form the only system ever given
for composing Country Dances, shewing at one
view the number and quantity of Figures that
may be set to the several and respective Tunes
and Measures adapted to the system, with direc-
tions for setting an almost innumerable portion
of different Figures to one Tune, and is conse-
quently, particularly adapted to the use of
Teachers of Dancing.

A most valuable and. indispensably necessary
part of the work is, an Essay on the

DEPORTMENT
of the person, affording much useful instruction,
not only to those persons who are in the habil of
frequenting Balls and Assemblies, but, from a
proper attention to it, many persons, independent
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of its utility as far as it relates to Dancing, will
find it greatly to assist them in the general car-
riage of the Figure, and in lmprnﬂng the ad-
dress, &c.

THE TREATISE,

comparing the ancient and original with the pre-
sent state and style of English Country Dancing,
on Professors of Dancing, Dancing Masters, and
Dancing Rooms, on a perusal, will indisputably
shew the necessity for the reducing of CountrY
Daxcineg to a system ; and will also enable the
learner to distinguish a qualified Teacher from
one unqualified.

THE ETIQUETTE OF THE BALL ROOM.
From the title of this article, the necessity of
possessing a knowledge of it becomes at once
obvious. It is copiously and completely given,

and will be found fully to merit attention.

| THE INSTRUCTIONS |
for the conducting of public Balls, &c. are cvery
way calculated to gain and preserve that order
and regulation, which is so necessary to be
enforced by the conductors of them, and to whose
want of knowledge on this point may be ascribed
. those unhappy disputes, which so frequently
happen in the Ball Room, and which can have
no other tendency than to destroy the harmony

of the assemblage,
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PLAN OF A COUNTRY DANCE, AND THE TABLE,
shewing the action and progressive motion of a
Country Dance are calculated to afford further
and useful information and illustration. The
chapter on

FIGURES, STEPS AND MUSIC,
as they apply and are connected with each other,
are fully explained, that every means may be af-
forded to the learner of acquiring that which-
constitutes ExcrisH Country DANCING.
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I~ a work of this kind, something introductory
18 considered necessary towards the more easy
means of acquiring as full a knowledge as possi-
ble of the subject on which it treats.

Excrisg Country Dancing being but one
departmentof Dancing, (that necessary and pleas-
ing branch of science and education,) yet the
systematic and methodical form to which it has
been reduced, and now assumes, renders it one
of the most prominent features of its art.

In all scientific works, technical terms and
phrases are resorted to in the descriptions given
of their constituent parts; it is therefore clearly
obvious, that an acquaintance therewith is neces-
sary to the attainment of that knowledge they
are calculated to impart.

The Complete System of English Country
Dancing indispensably connects together Music,
Figures, and Steps. The Music governs and
directs the lengths of the Figures; the Figures
compose the scientific form of the Dance; and
the steps constitute the Dancing, as distinguish-
ing their movements from walking or running, &ec.
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The learner’s particular attention is recom-
mended to the general instructions; and also to
the characters and forms, the technical terms
and phrases, and to the references and notes to
the different articles, classes, or sections, con-
tained, not only in the work, but also the refe-
rences thereto contained im this Introduction,
and carefully to examine them as they occur and
are connected with any of the leading features
of the work, or with any of their relative con-
stituent parts.

THE FIGURES,
as shewn by the Diagrams, are only individual
Figures; and though complete in themselves as
perfect Figures,* yet, when applied in the com-
position of the Dance, from only a part of it,
as a Dance must consist of at least two Figures,
or more, according to the length of the Music.t
They are not given in the succession they follow
each other in the Dance, or in the order or
classes in which they are arranged,{ but accord-

* Except the half Figures.

+ For a further explanation of Figures, and the Figure
of the Dance—see the chapter on ** the form, construction,
and arrangement of an English Country Dance, and the
general uses and qualities of Figures.”

$ Sir Roger de Coverley is the only Dance that hna .an

unalterable Figure. It is not properly a Country Dance ;
but is so indispensably a companion, that it could not be
viitted in this work.
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ing to the simplicity of their construction, that
the learner may, by beginning with the most
easy, be able gradually to perform the most com-
plex of them. A great assistance may be de-
rived, by placing three ladies and three gentle-
men, as shewn by the Diagrams, and chalking
on the floor the Figures or Figure wanted to be
acquired and performed. In order the better to
distinguish the . ladies’ from the gentlemen’s
movements, the one may be marked with white,
and the other with black chalk.

Every part of each Figure, that is, as much as
1s shewn in the engraving, should be performed
several times, and-at first very slow, before any
two or more partsare attempted to be connected.

Learners are also recommended, as soon as
they begin to have a knowledge of the different
Figures and their uses, to practise long and dif-
ficult ones, though it may at first appear irksome,
and seem to impede their improvement; yet
finally, by these and the above means, the most
difficult Figures will become as easy as the most
simple, and their apparent complexity disappear.
. "The number of Figures required, with their
lengths and uses, and the manner of employing -
them to all the various Country Dance Tunes
shewn by the classes of Figures and the Tables
for setting them in forming the Dance.

- Thelearner is further and particularly referred
to the chapter on
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COUNTRY DANCE MUSIC:
And also to the chapter on the

COMPOSITION OF DANCES,

for a knowledge of composing Dances according
to taste and variety. Every facility is therein
afforded for that purpose, as a full explanation
1s given of,

Bars used to divide the Figures.

Strains, or parts of the Music, as properly

adapted.

Long Measure.

Short Measure.

Da Capo.

Single and double Figures.

Single Figures to Short Measure.

Double Figures to Short Measure.

Single Figures to Long Measure.

Double Figures to Long Measure.

The Time of playing the Dances.

Directions to Dancers, and

Directions to Musicians,

THE PLAN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A COUNTRY
DANCE

points out the form of the Dance, distance of
the couples where the technical terms apply,
&c. &c.: and in further elucidation in compos-
ing Country Dances, attention will be necessary
to be directed to the
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TABLE,
shewing the active and progressive motion of a

COUNTRY DANCE,
and to the

CLASSES OF THE OLD COUNTRY DANCE FIGURES, -
being arranged as they actively employ the per-
sons in the Dance, and shewing the places at
which they begin and end. Also to the

CLASS e
of Figures, that in their performance render the

fourth couple the neutral one. In the perform-
ance of all other Figures, the third couple, or last
of the minor set, becomes the neutral couple.

THE REFERENCES,
for the better understanding of the Diagrams,

also requive observation. Three imaginary
couple are set up, to shew the lengths and vari-
ous evolutions of the several Figures shewn by

. the Diagrams, and are sufficient for the perfor-
mance of any of the Figures; many of them re-
quire two only, but three are given, as well to
display an uniformity, as to assist their being
more clearly understood.

The letters, A, B, C, &c. shew the situation
of the ladies and gentlemen ; and the little let-
ters, a, b, ¢, &c. the direction of the movements
in performing the Figure. |
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By \> <> O is meant the Ladies,

By O O O the Gentlemen.

S mweie b 6 i 4 The Lady’s line.

T The Gentlemen’s line,

e

Ditto for the Gentlemen ....oonouieieniesnnnsonroeas H

Ladies may invert the book, for the more easy
method of tracing the Figures; but must always
remember the top of theset is on their right hand,

e P e
THE OBSERVATIONS

which precede the principal articles contained in
the work are recommended, as highly necessary,
and worthy the attentive perusal of the Reader
or Student, previous to entering on the articles
themselves ; as the necessity that exists for a clear
understanding of them respectively is thereby
shewn, and which may tend to excite a stimulus
to a more speedy acquirement of the knowledge
they are calculated to communicate. '
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A COUNTRY DANCE,

Asitis named, is almost universally known
as the national Dance of the English, and
as correctly known, is constructed on
mathematical and other scientific princi-
ples, clearly displayed in its operative
effect, when properly and well performed.

It is formed of two priacipal features,
viz. Figures and Steps, which, for the ex-
ecutmn government, and dlap]ay of their
several movements and evolutions, are
united with their indispensable auxiliary,
music: but, independent of the scientific
structure nt‘ the Dance, there are secondary
features, named Ornaments and Embellish-
ments, and which are necessary to the
performance of the Figures and Steps to
the music, as they apply and are connected
with each’ other in a graceful and easy
manner.* _

The Figures, which form various evolu- .
tionary movements in circular, . serpentine,

* Sec the Essay on Deportment.
c
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angular, and straight lines, are formed into
a variety of different lengths, as shewn by
the Diagrams, and require a variety of dif-
ferent Steps or miovements of the feet in
their performance to music appropriately
adapted thereto.

A Country Dance is formed of an indefi-
nite number of Ladies and Gentlemen, not
less than six, but as many more as choose;
but that six persons are sufficient to per-
form any of the Figures in the System of
English Country Dancing, is shewn by the
Diagrams. The Ladies and Gentlemen
are placed in two rows or lines parallel
with each "other; thie one consisting of
Ladies, which is.called the Ladies’ side;
and the other of Gentlemen, which is called
the Gentlemen’s side: every l.ady is op-
posite a Gentleman, who are called partners.
"The couples being so placed, form what is
termed °“ a Set,” and are denominated by
different technical appellations, according
to their situations, or the manner in which
they are employed in the Dance.

The subjoined sketch will more clearly
elucidate the form and situation of “ a
Set” prepared to commeiice the perfor-
mance of the Figures and Steps. G

O e OO
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ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 3

The top of the Danceor Set (thatis from
whence the Dancing commences) is known
by the Ladies having the top of the Set on
their right hands, and the Gentlemen on
their left.

The situations being thus taken, and the
Figures and Steps correctly performed to
the music, as properly adapted to them,
and applied according to their connection
with each other with due ease and grace,
exhibit the construction, form, and manner
of a Country Dance.

For the purpose of blending amusement
with instraction, and to facilitate  the
learner’s acquirement of something more
than a superficial knowledge of Country
Dancmg, by affording a sumulua to closer

pplication in the study of this work, as
well as to convince thuse persons of the:r
error who hold Country Dancing as a
simple, trifling art, very easily attained,
the following positions are laid down, to
shew the nature, extent, and variety, of
which Country Dancing consists, though
to some persons, particularly to leamners,
they may appear paradoxical; yet they
are self-evident truths,- capable nf bem'r
clearly explained by good Dancers, an
rendered easily demonstrable, by an atten-
tion to those parts of the work to which
they respectively more immediately relate.

An English Country Dance may be com-
posed Elﬂ.’lEI: of three couples or one hun-

c 2
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dred, and have its parts equally complete
in both.

A Dance may be set with either two, or
twenty Figures.

A Dance may be selected so as to afford
Dancing only to the leading couples to the
same music. '

"A Dance maj,r be set so as to activ ely
employ the company.

A Dance may be rendered either very
easy or very difficult, thnuwh perfﬂrmed to
the same muslc hes :

"A Dance may be selectéd, that requires
a variety of different Steps; and

One may be chosen, that may be danced:
with the greatest pmprlety with only one
Step, and require no more, :

A Dance may be chosen, that will keep
the whole company in motion, or

One that renders two thirds of the
couples inactive.

‘A Dance may be cﬂmpnqed whn]ly uf
short Figures; or,

Wholly of ]nng IFigures.

A Dance may be chosen, where all the
Figures except one finish on the wrong side.

A Dance may be chosen, where good
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Dancers may shew their Dancing off to
the greatest advantage ; and another-

Dance may be set to the same tune, and
danced in the same-company, where they

will be unable to perform one Figure
correctly.

‘One Dance may contain but one prﬂgl‘&s«-
sive Figure, or set with four, and both
equally correct.

A Dance may be formed in the same
room in four different ways.

A Dance may be formed whully of Gen-
tlemen, or whﬂlly of Ladies; or

Of an equal number or certain por tmn
~of each.

A Dance may be set actively to Empluy
either one, two, or three couples.

A Dance may be formed, that w1ll ré-
qmre an hour fur Its perfnrmaﬂce and

that may be cumpleted 1:1 five minutes.

A Dance may be furmed to contain tén
‘neutral cnupies, zmd to the same tune,

One may be cﬂmpnsed 80 as not to cnn_
talu., one neutral couple. : |

A Dance may be composed’ wholly of
swinging motions, or who'ly without them.
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A Dance may be composed wholly of
Figures that require setting, or of

Figures where no setting is required.

A Dance may be formed so as to make
the third (which is the last couple of the
minor set) or the couple below it, a neutral

couple.

A Dance may contain either one or two
minor sets.

A Dance may have at one and the same
time either one leading couple or twenty.

To one tune may be performed an al-
most innumerable quantity of different

Figures, and yet
Two Figures will suit, and form a Dance
40 an almost indumerable portion of tunes.

A particular Figure may with propriety
be applied to a hundred tunes; and

A hundred tunes may be danced to with
_ ;Epmpriate Figures, and yet that particular
igure never used. -

A Dance may be set so very easy, that
its ‘Figures may be performed by a person
never having before attempted ; or

Set so difficult and complex, as to re-
quire all the skill of 3 good Dancer.

A Danee may be se coniposed as to con-

TR e O LR

i il b i 2 s, (P iy L o
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sist of one hundred top couples; and one,
equally correct, requiring but three.

A Dance may be set to a tune of eight
bars, or to one of forty.

A Dance may properly finish with the
first strain of a tune, instead of the last.

Scotch Steps may be used to an Irish
tune. j

Irish Steps may be applied to Scotch
tunes. - . -

A Dance may contain either three auxili-
ary couples, or two hundred.

A Dance may be wholly composed of
circular movements, or of ‘straight lines.

The Figure of a Dance may consist of
twenty Figures.

A Figure in a Dance is only one part of
the Figure of a Dance.

Finishing a Figure is not finishing a
Dauce. |

A Dance may be composed, in which
twenty Figures may be performed from one

and the same place, or so as only to re-
quire one. -

Twq Dances may be so formed, and to
the same music, that the couples forming
one of them shall each go down twenty
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times, before the couples forming the other
Dance shall have gone down once.

A Dance may have fifty couples in mo-
tion at the same time, or only one, and
both be equally correct.

A Dance may be chosen, in which the
hands of the partners may not be dis-
joined ; - and another set, in which the
partners never join hands. -

‘A Dance may have thirty bottom couples
atthe same time, and to the same music.

A Dance may be set:-with only three
couples. et : :

A great variety might be given in addi-
tion; but the foregoing is deemed quite
sufficient to shew, that a knowledge of
Country Dancing is not so easily attainable,
and that a thorough knowledge of the
theoretical part of English Country Danc-
ing is neccessary to be acquired, in order
that it may be reduced to practice with
precision, -

-|I-I; R W= 5 g dag N
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Turn your partner. -

A

¢ 4 Q

g ) -
. The Lady and Gentleman at A B join |
both hands:and turn completely round. to
their places ; the Lady moves in the direc-
tion ¢, and the Gentleman in the line d,
with three :Chasses Jetié and Assembls

which finishes the Figurej and I‘Bqllll‘EE
four bars* of music.’

—

Nete—This Figure may be performed from ‘the centre,
between the -second and third couples; as may likewise
many other Figures that employ either one or two couples
—see the * Table, shewing how the Figures actively employ
the persons in the i}znce," and the Classes of Figures fur
the use of the Tables”

* Four bars nlnajl means half a strain, or four bars,
nf Iung meamrl:

N. B. Thr.: prnper steps l.llapted to th-e pu-fﬁrmnncc of
this and all the following Figures, may be learot of the
author.
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Swing round yeur pdrtner.*
A

Q &

= O
5 O

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join
hands and move at the same time; the
Lady in the direction ¢, and the Gentle-
- man-in the lined, to places.

*The only difference between this Figure
and the former, is, that in lieu of taking
both hands, you give the right hand only,
and move in the directions as above; if
you give the left hand, you move contrary-
wise: this is performed by three Chasses
Jetté and Assemblé—four bars.

-

# The only difference between swinging and torning. is,
that swinging is always performed with one, and turning
with both bands.

+ Although reference 1etteu are given to shew the direc-
tion in which the Gentleman turns his partner, it is a general
rule in all turning in Country Dancing, to turn to the left
(the course of the sun;) in retarning, you of eoirse turn

to the right. In Cetillions and Qnadnllﬂ,ttqahutum to
the right.
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The first and second Ladies, and first and
second Gentlemen, turn.

"""""
--------

T!m Ladlea at A B, -and Gentlemen at C D,
‘?Lad both hands and turn at the same tL the

A in the direction a'te the left, thELad B
in ﬂ]ﬂ direction b, the Gentleman C on the mslde
to the left, the Gent!eman D on the outside;
all move mmpletel round with ¢hree Chasses one
Jetté and Assemdlé; which finishes the Figure,

and requires four bars of music.

i ——-—

The three Gentlemen turn the'three Ladies.

5 B 4

PRROAR¢

The Laﬂ anﬂ Gentleman at A D, the Iaad
and. Gantieman at B E, and at C F; meet eac
other and turn at the same time w:th both hands

completely round: to places, with thr¢eChasses
one Jetté and Assemblé—Tour bars.
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O

O

The Lady at A, and Gentleman at B, move
round each other’s situation back to back; the
Lady in the direction ¢, and the Gentleman In
the directton d, forming complete circles round
each other, which bring them to their original
situations and couples, completes the Figure,
and is performed with three Chasses one Jetté
and Assemblé—four bars.

L]

Retreat and advance.
a; ‘b =
A O OF
G H '

g O 9

The three Ladies and the three Gentlemen join hands,
retreat and set, the Ladies to a, b, ¢, and the Gentlemen
to f, e, d; the Ladies and Gentlemen then advance, meet
at G, H, I, and return to their places, which finishes the .
Figure. Retire with one Chasses Jetté and Assemblé, set
with back step, four bars, advance with one Chasses Jelté
and Assemblé, and return to places with ditto. Four bars,
making together eight bars, =~ ~ '
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Hands fuur round.

PLL Lt LT

4 =

n O g

* The first and second couples join' hands and
move completely round, the Ladies in the direc-
tion b, and Gentlemen in the line a, with three
Chasses J ette and Assemblé—four bars ; if they
return, they of course move thereverse way, and
requlre the same steps and music.

Note—This Figure is not always Danced at top, because
shewn there by the Diagram; it may also be performed from
the centre, and will receive its title 3-’.‘¢ﬂl‘dlﬂg|], as hands
four round with thé bottom couple, &c.; as may likewise a
number of others—see * the Classes of Figures for the use
of the Tables.”

Hands six round.

""""" 4-.;_ O I. .-ﬂ"".."f
The thrée Ladies and the ﬂll“&E Genﬂemen
oin hanﬁs move completely mun%tu places, the

"Ladles in thelme b, the Gentlemep'in the line a,

with seven Chasses aneJ etté and dssemblé— 'E-‘lght
bars. In hands six half row and back, the

same music is required, wit three Chasses . elté
ﬂnd Assemblé each way.
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Hands across quite round.

O Lt oA

The Gentleman at B with his right hand takes the right
hand of the Lady at A, they join hands, while the Gen-
tleman at D takes the right hand of the Lady at C, they
turn completely round to places, in the line b, a, with
three Chasses Jelté and Assemblé—four bars. When
they return, they of course turn the reverse way, giving
left hands ; and require the same music and Steps.

* The first Lady and second Gentleman should alwzys have
their hands uppermost. :

Hands quite half round.

&

This Figure shews the Dancers in opposite situations,

that is, the Ladies in the Gentlemen’s places, and wvice -

versa, they join hands, -and move as shewn in the above
Figure,* with one Chasse Jellé and Assemblé—two bars,
and return to places with ditto.. When setting is added,
double the quantity. of music is required, and setting Steps
applied, adapted to the time of the music. - s
_* The Ladies retiring in the line a, and Gentlemen in the
cirection b. :




ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 15

Foot corners, or set corners.”

St O 9
- B
D

- The Gentleman D sets to the Lady at
B ; at the same time the Gentleman at C
sets to the Lady at A, with back, or Scotch
setting Step—four bars. |

* Foot and set are terms that signify the same—see
* Ball Room Dictionary.” The plain lines attached to the
Gentlemen's feet, and the dotted to the Ladies, are charac-
ters used throughout this work, to shew the setling—sce
“ Plan of a Country Dance,” &c.

Although this has constantly been used as a Figure in
Country Dancing, it can hardly be called one, as neither
of the persons move out of their places. Yet whatever
portion of setting is attached to a Figure, the whole incor-
porated is always termed thé Figure, notmthhndmg the
scuu‘ is 'en:rnl]; etptuaed in the title. .
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Set and chunge sides.
FIG. L

-
s R EEe
%

B g’; ‘e |K5D O

The Ladies at A O set to each other ; at the same time
the Gentlemen at-B D do the same ;  the Ladies then j join
hands and move to e f, while the Gentlemen mave to gh;
the setting should be performed with two back, or one
Scotch setting Step, whmh require two bars, and the cross-
ing over seven side Steps, two bars, together four bars.

Set and change sides.
FIG. II.

“IF
o [OD O

. E::
'.

BO

g9 ?g Wi D

The Ladies now sét to ‘each other ‘at A'C, then join
hands and return to e f; at the same time the Gentlamen

return to g k, which completes the I'Ig'l.'ll'&, and requires
:he same é teps and music as Fig 1
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The first Lady sets to the second Gentleman
and turns the third.

FIG. I

5 M5 =0l

-
S

The Lady at A advances and sets to the Gen-
tleman at- B, tirns the Gentleman at C quite
round with both hands, and returns to her place
at A, advance with Chasse Jetlé and Assemblé,
set with two back, or one Scotch Step, and finish
the remainder of the Figure with three Chasses
Jetlé and Assemblé—four bars.

The first Gentleman sets to the second Lady
and turns the third.
FIG. 1I. '

The Gentleman at A advances and sets to the
Lady at B, turns the Lady at C with both hands,
and returns to his place at A, which finishes the
Figure, land requires the same Steps and music
as Fig. 1. s
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ﬂaﬁfahdyxhhﬁcucoudﬂmmmwm
third ; the first Gentleman to second Lady dillo,

THE WHOLE OF THE FIGURE TOGETHER.

FI1G. III.

This shews the whole of the Figure together; ‘the
Ifady A moves in the line a,sets to the Gentleman B, turns
the Gentleman C with both hands, and returns to her
place in the line b ; while the Gentleman D moves inthe
line ¢, sets to the Lady E, turns-the Lady F, and returns
to his place at D in the line d, which finishes the Figure,
and requires the same steps and music as Fig. 1.

Fontinlﬁacm.
A B

o

i

C D

‘T'he Ladies at A B, and Gentlemen at.C D, advance
at the same time and foot in the centre at E, cornerwise,
the Gentleman at° D facing the Lady at A, and Gentle-
man at C the Lady st D ; they then return to their places
and set, which finishes the Figure : they advance with
Chasse Jetté and Assemblé, and set with two back, or one
Scotch Step, four bars, and retire and -set four bars,
together eight bars.




ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 19

Hands three round at top on the Ladies’
side.

L

The top couple A B join hands with the Lad
at C and turn completely round to places; whic
requires four bars, and three Chasses one Jetlé
and Assemblé. : e

Note—These Figures may be performed from the centre
with the bottom comple; will then be called hands
three round at bottom on the Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s side.
When these Figures.are briefly expressed, as *“-hands three
rqund on the ies’ and Gentlemen's side,” signifies, they
are performed by the first and second couples.

Hands three round at top on the Genile-
men’s side.

The top couple ai A B join hands with the
second Gentleman at D, and turn completely
round to places, which finishes the Figure; and
is performed with tkree Chasses one Jetlé and
Assemblé, and requires four bars,

This and the above Figure always follow each other; nor
is the Figure completed till both are performed.
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The top Lady sets and moves down the mid-
dle ; at the same time the top Gentleman,
casts off : ther the Lady cast off, and the
Gentleman sets and moves up. '

'-"---l.--" e s appSaEEFiFFataesRFsEasew .--.“--‘

 The Lady at A sets and moves down

the middle, in the direction ¢ ; at thesame °
time the Gentleman at B casts off in the
line b, round the second and third Gentle-
man, and meets his partner at bottom ; the
Lady casts off and moves up outside the
second and third Ladies to her place;
while the Gentleman sets and moves up
the middle to his place at B, which finishes -
the setting, and is performed with back, or
Scotch Step, and passing up and down the
middle with side Step, the casting off with

cast off ' Step which tugether require mght 1
bars. . - |



ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING  2{
Lead down the middle and through the top couple,

o 9

-
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The Lady and Gentleman at A B join hands and
lead down two couples up again, lead through the top
couple, and take the situation of the Lady and Gen-
tleman at C D, who move up to A B; this is perlormed
with the side Step down the middle and up, and through
the top to places, with three Chasses Jelié and Assemble,
eight bars, - ' : ' |

Promenade.

The Lady and Gentleman at A B cross hands before,
that is, the Gentleman takes the right and left hands of
the Lady with his right and left hands, (the right hand
must be placed uppermost ;) the second and third couple
do the same ; then the whole thrée couples pass round
in the line D to their places at C E F, the top couple at
C taking the lead. T'his is performed with seven Chasses
one Jetté and Assemblé, and requires eight bars. |

N. B. The old nethod of promenading was, by the Lady and
Gentleman crossing their hands behind their backs, which, if not
well performed, produces an inelegant effect,-and is much more

Iaborious, and less graceful, than the above method, which the
author introduced some years ago, and isnow generally followed.
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Cross over one couple.

&

O

The Lady A, and Gentleman at B, cross
over at the same time ; the Lady moves in
the linea, and the Geuﬂema.n in the line b,
between the second and third couple, with
three Chasses Jetié and Assemblé, four bars,

N.B. Whenever the Gentleman passes his partner or any
other Lady, he must never attempt to pass before her, that
is, in crossing from his own side in going down the Dance,
be must pass her on the right hand.

Cross aver one couple and turn.

The Lady and Genlleman at A B cross
over at the same time; the Lady in the line
¢, the Gentleman 1 in the line d meet and
turn at C: this requires three Chasses Jetté
and Assemblé, four bars, and turning with
ditto, will require together eight bars.
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Half Figure round the second couple, or
half Figure from the top.

D
A,

The Lady at A moves round the second Gen-
tleman to C; at the same time the Gentleman at
B moves round the second: Lady fo D, passing
each other at E, this requires three Chasses Jeité
and Assemblé, four bars.

N. B. This and the nine following whole or half Figures
have usually been improperly named ; as the above was
termed, ** half Figure at top,” instead of *“ half Figure
round the second couple.”

Half Figure round aecﬂnd‘cnupie, or from
the top on conlrary sides.

i .-‘_"_“__I_,“"_..--H....q.u-t-u.--.‘
BO'\ O S ©
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The Lady-at A moves round the second Lady
to her place at B, at the same time the Gentle-
man moves round the second Gentleman- to his
place at A, passing each other at C, thisrequires
three Chasses one Jetté and Assembléy four bars,
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Whole Figure round the second couple, or

‘whole Figure from the top, as performed by
the Lady.

A g' ST

—astE ]

The Lady at A moves in the line b, round the
second Gentleman and continues round the
second Lady to her place at A, which finishes

the Figure, and requires seven Chasses one Jettc
and Assemblé, eight bars.

Whole Figure round the second couple, as per-
Jormed by the Gentleman.

The Gentleman at B moves in the direction ¢,
raund the second Lady and continues round the
second Gentleman to his place at B, which
finishes the Figure, and requires seven Chasses
Jetté and Assemblé, eight bars.

N.B. This Figure was formerly called * whole Figure at
top,” and may be performed from the centre round the
third couple ; 1t would then Be termed * whole Figure
round the bottom couple,”



ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 25

Whole Figure round the second couple, or
Jrom the top.

The whole of the Figure as performed by the Lady and
Gentleman.

--'-—______: ----

The Lady A and Gentleman B move at the
same time, the Lady in the line ¢, and Gentle-
man in the direction b, the Lady passes round
the second Gentleman, and the Gentleman round
the second Lady, back to their placesat A B,
which finishes the Figure, with seven Chasses
one Jetté and Assembié, eight bars.

Half Figure from the bottom.

D
o oA

O £ O

i e e G
The Ladyat A moves to C, while the Gentle-
man at B moves to D, passing each other at E,
this Figure will take. three Chasses dne Jeité

and Assemblé, four bars.
N. B. When this Figure is performed from the centre round the
top couple, it is then called “ balf Figure round the top couple.”
D
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Half Figure from the bottom on coﬂtrnry sides.

& o/j

The Lady at A and Gentleman at B move at
the same time, the Lady moves to C and the Gen-
tleman to D, passing each otherat E, this requires
three Chasses one Jetlé Assemblé, four bars,

Whole Figure from the bottom.

The part performed by the Lady.
O (O

d s
0 O

The Lady at E moves in the line f, round the
second Gentleman, and continues round the
second Lady to her place at E, which finishes the
Figure, and is performed with seven Chasses
one Jetté Assemble, eight bars.

N.B. When this Figure is performed from the centre

round the top couple, it is thea called “ whole Figure round
the top couple.”
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Whole Figure from the bollom.
The part performed by the Gentleman.

0> &

O O F

The Gentleman at F moves in the line ¢, round
the second Lady and continues round the second
Gentleman to his place at F, which finishes the

Figure, and requires seven Chasses one Jetté
Assemblé, eight bars.

The Lady whole Figures round the top couple
and the Gentleman round the bottom.
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The Liady at A moves in the direction 4, round
the top couple to her place at A, at the same time
the Gentleman at B moves in the line ¢, round the
bottom couple to his place at B, which finishes
the Figure, and is performed by each with seven
Chasses one Jelié Assemg!é, eight bars.

B
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‘Hands three top and bottom.

A

The Lady at A joins hands, with the top couple at
C, they turn completely round to their places, at the same
time the Gentleman at B joins hands with the bottom
couple at I, and turn completely round to their places,
this requires three Chasses one Jetté Assemblé, four bars,

b

ﬁekplﬁdyﬁmhﬁnewﬂﬁﬁehﬁrdco@b.
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The Lady A advances to G and set, then join hands with
the bottom coupleat BC, and they turn completely round
to places, and returns to her place at A, their advancin
to G requires one Chasse one .E:ué Assemblé, and set wit
two back, or one Scotch setting step, four bars. The
hands round and return to places requires three Chasses

one Jeité Assemblé, four bars, together eight bars.
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TLhe top Gentleman hands three with the bottom couple.

FIG. II.
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"The top Gentleman at D advances to G, set and hands
three with the bottom couple at E F,set and returns to his
place at B, whicl finishes the Figure, and takes the same
steps as the preceding Figure.

Lead down the middle.
FiG. I.
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The Ladyand Gentleman A B join hands at C, and lead*
down the middle to E,T and return as shewn in Fig. 2.

» The term lead signifies the Lady and Gentleman moving in
the same direction, joining one or both hands,

+ ILis a common practice with bad Dancers, and those un-
acquainted with the true ?uem of ENerise CounTrY DANCING
to gallop, or run down a dozen couple, instead of dancing and
keeping this Figure within the compass of three couples, and
therehy make it a long Figure instead of a short one, and take for
its pEl‘f)E'IrmanEE eight bars of music instead of four, for further re-
marks on this subject see ** Disserlation on the present state of
the English Ball Room, in the Companion to the Ball Room,"”
and ** Button and Whittaker’s Annual Collection of Dances.”

p 3
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The Lady and Gentleman at A lead up to D, taking
the situations of the Lady and Gentleman at C D, whe
move up to E F, which finishes the Figure.

N. B. This is one of the most general short progressive Figures
used in Excrisa CounrTry Dancing, which progressively brings
each couple to the bottom by leaving the second couple at top
every time the Figure is repeated by the top couple, for in this
as in all other progressive Figures, as soon as the top couple has

the second couple they then move up into their places. For
the other progressive Figures see “ the Classes for the use of the

Tables,” and list of “ Irregular and unsystematical Figures.”

Hands three on the Ladies’ side and pass under.
FIG. 1,

The top couple at A B, and the Lady at C hands three

uite round, they then hold up their hands, and the second

y at C passes under at D to her place at C, this re-
quires three Chasses one Jetté Assemblé, four bare.

N.B. This and the following Figure always: follow cach other,
and must be both performed to make the Figure complete, and
may be performed from the centre with the bottom couple.
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Hands three on the Ladies’ side and pass under.
FIG. Il.
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The ’n::q:lv:I couple at A B and the Gentleman at
C hands three éluite round ; they then hold up
their hands and the Gentleman passes under at
D to his place at C, this Figure requires the same
steps and music as Fig. 1. of which it forms a
part, in which both must be performed before
the Figure is completed, and together require
eight bars of music.

The top couple lead through second and third

couple.
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The top couple at A B join hands at C, lead
in the direction D E F' G between the second and
third Gentlemen to their places at A B, this re-
quires seven Chasses one Jetté Assemblé, and is
performed to eight bars of music.
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The top Gentleman passes through ihe second
and third couples.

The Gentleman at B moves in the line 5, be-
tween the second and third Ladies, between the
third couple and round the second Gentleman to
his place at B, this Figure is performed with
seven Chasses one Jetté Assemblé, eight bars.

Chase round one couple.
FIG. 1.

The Lady at A moves in the direction a, while
the Gentleman at B follows her in the line b, the

Lady passes round the second couple to her
place, and the Gentleman to his.
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Chase round one couple.
~ FIG. IL

O

The Gentleman B moves in the line a4, round
the second couple to his place at B, while the
Lady follows him in the line 4 to her place at A,
which finishes the Fligure.

Chase round two couple and back again.

O O ¢
- /it
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The Lady at A moves in the direction ¢ com-
pletely round two couple to her place at A, the
Gentleman at B follows her in the direction & to
his place at B, this requires seven Chasses one
Jetté Assemblé, eightbars; whentheyreturn ; then
the Gentleman begins and moves in the direc-
tion ¢ completely round to his place, followed
by the Lady to her place at A ; it will then take
the same time and stepsas the movement, com-
gl;nted by the Lady, requiring together sixteen

8.
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Lead through top and bottom.
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The Lady at A and Gentleman at B move at
the same time, the Lady in the direction a and
Gentleman in the line 5, the Lady moves round
the top Ladyand Gentleman round the top Gen-
tleman, and continue through the bottom couple
back to their original place at A B, this requires
seven Chasses one Jeité Assemblé, eight bars.

Lead through botlom and top.
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The Lady and Gentleman at A B move at the
same time, the Lady in the direction C round the
bottom Lady, the Gentleman in the line D round
the bottom Gentleman, they continue through
the top in the direction E, round the top La
and Gentleman to their places at A B, whid{
finishes the Figure, and is Perfnrmed with the
same steps and music as *‘ lead through top
and bottom.”
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Round bottom and top.

-
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The Lady at A moves round the bottom Lady in the
direction c, at the same time the Gentleman at D moves
in the direction d, round the bottom Gentleman, they
continue through the bottom and round the top -couple,
and lead through the top couple in the direction B C to
their places at D A, this Figure requires the same steps
and music as the foregoing Figure. |

Round top and botlom.
B Y

The Lady at C moves round the top Lady in the
direction ¢, at the same time the Gentleman D meves
round the top Gentleman in the line d, they lead through
the middle and continue round the bottom couple, and
lead up the middle to places at C D, this Figure requires
the same steps and music as * Jead through top and
bottom,” -
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The top Lady sets between the second and third Genlle-
men, and the top Gentleman sels between the second
and third Ladies.
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The Lady at A moves to ¢, joins hands with the second
and third Gentlemen, and set with their faces towards ¢,
at the same time the Gentleman at B moves to d, joins
hands with the second and third Ladies and set with their
faces towards d, (that is the whole of the three couple set
back to back) they then turn and set to each other, which
finishes the Figure; they cross with one Chasse Jellé
Assemblé, and set with one Scotch or back step, turn
with Chasse Jetté Assemblé, and set to each other with one
Scotch or back step, requiring altogether eight bars.

The Lady crosses befween the second and Uird Gentle-
men, and the Genlleman crosses between the second
and third Ladies,

A d C

B Yy T

The Lady at A crosses between the Gentlemen ata &
nnd sets, while the Gentleman at B passes between the
Ladies ¢ d and sect, this is performed with one Chasse
Jetté Assemblé, two bars, and the setting with one Scotch
or back step, two bars, together four bars. :
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Cast off one couple.
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The Lady at A casts off in the direction ¢ down one
couple, at the same time the Gentleman B casts off in the
line d down one couple, the casting off is performed with
the cast off step, two bars, and pass behind with seven
short side steps, two bars, together four bars.

N.B. Although this Figure is now but seldom used, it is here

given, should it ever be required.
Cast off two couple and lead up one.
Sa 6 O)
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The Lady at A casts off two couple, passes round the
third Lady, leads up the middle and takes the place of
the Lady at C, who moves up to A, at the same time the
Gentleman at B casts off behind the second and third
Gentlemen and leads up the middle, and takes the place
of the Gentleman at D, who moves up to B, the casting
off is performed with the cast off step, two bars, the pass-
ing outsides with seven side steps, two bars; - passes round
the bottom with Chasse Jetté Assemblé, two bars, and
lead up to places with seven short side steps, two bars,
together eight bars.
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Cast off two couple and lead up to the top.

B z, O | O)

The Lady at A and Gentleman at B cast off
two couple and meet at C, lead up the middle
and take their original places atA B, the Gentle-
man commencing in the direction 5, and the Lady
in the line ¢, this will take the same time and
steps as the preceding Figure, with this excep-
tion, the side steps will be made the usual length
instead of short.

Cast off two couple and back again.
FIG. I.

\@ OB O O
- D
The Lady at A and Gentleman at B move at
the same time, the Lady in the line ¢ to C, and
the Gentleman in the line d from B to D.
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Cast off two couple and back again.

FIG. II.
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The Lady at A returns to C, and the Gentle-
man from B to D, which completes the Figure.

Cast off two couple.
The whole of the Figure as performed by the Lady and

Gentleman.
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This shews the whole of the Figure together,
the Lady casts off in the lines @ b g ; at the same
time the Gentleman at B casts off in the line d e
to h, the top Lady at g and the top Gentleman
at % each cast off and return to their places at
A B, which completes the Figure.
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Half Figure from the bottom on contrary sides
up to the top.

B

% &

A

The Lady at A and Gentleman at B move at
the same time, the Lady moves between the two

Gentlemen up to the top, while the Gentleman
moves between the two Ladies.

Whole Figure on your own sides.

10 <)

The Lady A moves in the line a belween the
second and third Ladies, and the Gentleman at
B moves at the same time in the line b between
‘the second and third Gentlemen, they continue
round the bottom couple as shewn in the Figure,
and then return to their sifuations at A B, which
finishes the Figure.
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The top Lady and botiom Gentieman, and the
top Gentleman and bottom Lady meet in the

centre, set and turn.

AL CcO EQ

B DO F

The top Lady A and bottom Gentleman F
meet in the centre, set and turn, and return to
their places, the top Gentleman B and bottom
Lady E do the same.

Lead down the middle, up again, and set to the
top couple.

*
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The top couple join handsat A and lead down
two couple, up again and foot it to the couple at -
C B, who hive now taken the situation of the top
couple at A as described in “ lead down the
middle.”



42 THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OF

Cast off one couple meet and turn.
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The Ladyat A and Gentleman at B castoff at
the same time, the Lady behind the second Lady
and the Gentleman behind the second Gentle-
‘man, they turn at C, and take the second couples’
place, who take the top couples’ place at A B.

Cross over two couple.

The Lady A and Gentleman B cross over at
the same time, the Lady moves round the second
Gentleman and between the second and third
Ladies, while the Gentleman moves round the
second Lady and between the second and third
Gentlemen, which completes the Figure.
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Cross over one couple from the centre to the top.

The Lady C and the Gentleman D cross over

at the same time, the Lady moves round the top
Gentleman, and the Gentleman round the top

Lady.

Cross up one couple from the centrs on conirary
sides.

The Lady A and Gentleman B move at the -
same time, the Lady A crosses up to the to
round the top Lady C, while the Gentleman
moves round the Gentleman D, which brin
them on their own sides, and gives them the
situation of the top couple C D, who move down
and take the situation at B A.
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The Lady whole Figures round the botlom, and
the Gentleman round the top couple.

The Lady A moves in the line ¢ round the
bottom couple, and returns to her place at A,
while the Gentleman B moves in the direction 5,

round the top couple to his place at B, which
finishes the Figure.
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Half pousette or draw.

The top couple at A and second couple at B,
join hands at the same time and move round each
other, the top couple in the line C, and the
second couple in the line D, to their places
at A B. :

WNote---This Figure and whole pousctie may be performed
with the second and third couples.
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Whole pouselle.

The top couple at A join hands and move in
the line @ a @, while the second couple B join
hands and move in the line 5 5 5, by which
means they move round each other twice and
change situations, the couple B will have moved
to A, and the couple A will then take the place
of the coupleat B, which finishes the Figure.

Lead through the bottom.
T e
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The Lad{land Gentleman C D join handsand
lead through the bottom, the Lady in the line a,
round the bottom Lady to her place at C, while
the Gentleman moves in the tion b, round
the bottom Gentleman to his place at D.
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The first Lady leads down the second Gentleman.

-----------------------------

The Lady at A and Gentleman at B meetand
join hands at C, lead down two couple to D, and
back to their placesat A B.

The first Gentleman leads down the second Lady.

B
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The Gentleman at A and Ladyat B meet and

join hands at C, lead down two couple to D, and
return to their places at A B.

N.B. These Figures always follow each other and must
both be performed. The Gentleman remains in his place
while the Lady performs her part, then the Lady remains in
her place while the Gesitleman performs his part of the

Figure.
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The top couple cast off, the second and third
couples follow.

---------------

The top couple at A cast off, the Lady in the
line C, and the Gentleman in the line D, the
second and third couple advance in the line E
and B, the Ladies follow in theline C, the Gen-
tlemen in the line D, they meet their partners at
B and lead up to their respective places.

The top couple lead through ihe second couple.
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The top couple at A B lead down the middle
at C, then part, the Lady round the second Lady
to her place at A, while the Gentleman moves

round the second Gentleman to his place at B,
which finishes the Figure.
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Lead through the top couple.
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The centre couple at A B lead up the middle
at C, cast round the top couple and return to
their original places at A B.

it s

Set three across.

a0 10¢
ol » It

The Lady moves from B to A, at the same
time’ the Gentleman moves from D to C, they
then set to each other face to face, as do likewise
the top and bottom Ladies and Gentlemen, three
and threeacross, as shewn by the Diagram.

.

~ JNote---* Set three in your places,” always fol!aﬁs this

Figure, otherwise the centre couple would be left not only

out of their places, but in ap improper situation, .
5 i
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Set three in your places.®
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. 'The Lady moves from G to her place at B, at the same

time the Gentleman moves from H to his place at E, then
the Ladies at A B C, and the Gentlemen D E F, setto
each other.

* ¢ Set three in your places” may be performed before “ set
three across,” although it is very unusual.

N.B. In the performance of this and the above Figure, great
altention must be paid to the application of the suitable steps, as
the moving into different sitnations by the centre couple, will
take part of the time of the music, while the top and bottom
couples will have the time unbroken.

Lead down and cost up.

-
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The to;})}ﬂnupie A C join hands and lead down the
middle to B, where they separate, the Lady passing, (or
as it is termed) casting round the third Lady m the direc-
tion E, and the Gentleman at the same time casting round
the third Genetleman in the direction D, which brings thein
to their places at A C, and finishes the Fligure,
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Lead oulsides or lead across, or lead to the ouisides.

O

The Lady and Gentleman at A B meet at C,
join hands and lead to E, and set from E to D,
then from D to C, turn and return to their places
at A B, which finishes the Figure.

Note.---From the former title of this Figure, “ Lead out-
sides,” it may be inferred that the movement outsides was
rmed at the back of the company orset,andnotas it is
irected, across the Dance, it should more properly have
been entitled “ Lead to the outsides, or lead across.” Inthe °
Analysis of Country Dancing, the author did not venture
io alter the title, but gave it as he found it, it being a very
old established Figure. The true sense had been perverted
by ignorant copyists, as it should properly be termed * Lead
to outsides, or lead across.”

* Had not this Figuce been generally used, and to be
found in almost every Collection of Country Dances,
published within the last century, the author would bave
omitted it, as being the only Figure that is not uniform
in its various parts, as in leading out on the Gentlemén’s
side, setting should be attached to it, and on leading to the
Ladies side, instead of setting, to render the Figure uniform,
and to bring the persons to their places in time, turning
must be used instead of setting, for if sefling was used on
the Ladies side, to render the Figure uniform at ihe end of
the strain, the persons would I:;both out of their places.

E
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- Cross over two couple and lead up one. -

The Lady at A moves round the second Gen-
tleman, and between the second and third Ladies,
while the Gentleman at B moves round the
second Lady, and between the second and third
Gentlemen, they join hands at bottom and lead
up one couple to C, then take the situation of the
second mu]gla, who move upto A B, which com-
pletes the Figure.

The Ladies and G enilemen pass round each others situation.
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. The Lady at A moves in the direction a, and
the Lady at C in the direction ¢, at the same time
the Gentleman at I3 moves in the direction 4, and
the Gentleman at D in the direction d; they all
form complete ovals, which brings them to their
original situations, and finishes the Figure,
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Wlole Figure round top and bottom couple, and whole
Figure round. boltom and lop couple.
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The Lady A whole Figure round the to
couple in the line d, and the Gentleman at !ﬁ
whole Figure round the bottom couple, in the
line 5, then the Lady whole Figure round the
bottom couple, in the line a4, and the Gentle-
man whole Figure round the top couple in the
line ¢, which finishes the Figure. |
Noie.---This Figure receives its name from the situation
of the couple performing it, that is, when it is performed
round the couple, above the acting or leading couple, it is
then called whole Figure round the top couple, and when

performed round the couple below the acting couple, it is
then called whole Figure round the hottom.

Set contrary corners.
FiG. I-

The Ladyat A crosses and sets to the Gentle-
‘man at B, at-the same time the Gentleman at C
crosses and sets to the Lady at D, :

E 3
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Set contrary corners.
FIG. IL

The Lady at A moves and sets to the Gentle-
man at B, whilé the Gentleman moves from C

and sets to the Lady at D, passing each other
at E.

Set contrary corners.
FIG. IIL
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The Lady at A returns to her placeat C, while
the Gentleman at D returns to his place at B;
which finishes the Figure.
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Set conirary corners.

The whole of the Figure as performed by the Lady and
Gentleman.

FIG. IV,

The Lady at A. crosses in line 1, and sets to the Gen-
tleman at B, at the same time the Gentleman at C crosses
in line 1, and sets to the Lady at D; the Lady then
moves in line 2 fmm B to E and sets, at the same time
the Gentleman moves in line 2 and sets to the top Lady,
they then return to their placesat A C, each crossing in
Iine 3, which finishes the IMigure.

Richt and X
el

The Lady at A moves from d to ¢, while the Gentle-

man at B moves from b to a.

N.B. In this Figure the top Lady and second Gentleman must
always pass first,

* In performing this Figure the top Lady and second Gentle-
man pass each other on the left, and cuntmue on the left to
places, looking at each other with a slight inclination of the head.
aver the left shoulder, the top Gentleman and the second Lady

pass each other on the right, avith their hieads inclined over the:
right shoulder.
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Right and Left.
FIG. 11.
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The Lady A moves from a to b, while the
Gentleman at B:moves from ¢ to d. The Gen-
tlemen having now changed places with the
Ladies, which is half the Figure.

* N.B.—This Figure may be performed by the second and
third couples.

Right and Left.*
The first half of the Figure.
FIG. I1I.
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This shews the first half of the Figure together ;
they return as shewn in the following Figures.

* In the performance of this Fi , the second couple
ﬁn&t move.towards the top, nndgt“hftop couple towards
tom. :

N.B. This Fi is very different from the “ Quadrille
Right and Left,” which is the ** Chain Figure of four.” Sce
the “ Diagram and Quadrille Panorama,” 2 work by the
same author. .

-
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Right and Left,
FIG. IV.

" The Lady at'A moves from d to ¢,-while the
Gentleman at B moves from & te a.

Right and Left.
FIG. V.

O

The Lady at A moves from g to b, while the
Gentleman at B moves from ¢ to d, which ﬂmahes
‘the Figure. - -

AV

N.B. In this Figure, the Lady in her movement - must
always face thcﬂmﬂnmnnllme,indthuﬂﬁﬂmu the
Mjlhne.
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Right and Left.

The second half of the Figure.
FiG. Vi.

This shews the other half of the Figure together. Now
the Lady at A returns to her place at B, the Gentleman
at B to his place at A, the Lady at C returns to D, and
the Gentleman at D to his place at C, which finishes the

Figure.

Right and Left.
THE WHOLE OF THE FIGURE TOGETHER.
FIG. VII.

This shews the whole of the Figure; the line a is the
Figure performed by the first Lady, and the line ¢ by the
second Géntleman: the line b is the movement of the
second Lady, and the liné d of the fitst Gentleman.

The top Lady and boitom Gentleman must pass before ihe

bottom Lady and top Gentleman attempts to move, else they
would be liable to come in contact.
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Set, and half right and left, set, and back again.
FIG. L.

O

The Ladies at A B and Gentlemen at C D
set in their places and cross over as in right and
left, the Lady at A in the line ¢, the Gentleman
at D in the line g, the Lady at B in the line 4,
and the Gentleman at C in the line 5.

Set, and half right and left, set, and back again.
Fl&. I1I.

" This shews them in their new situations on ops
posite sides ; they all four set to each other and
return to their places, the Lady at B in the line
¢, the Gentleman D in the line g, the Lady at
A in the line d, and the Gentleman at C in the
line b, which brings them to their places and
finishes the Figure.

N.B. The whole of the movements of this Figure i
formed the same as in right and left. g



60 THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OF

Set, and change places, set, and back again.
FIG. L

.. The Ladies at A C set to each otherand change
places, while the Gentlemen at B D do the same,
.the Lady at A moves in the line b, and the Lady
at C in the line d, the Gentleman at B in the
line ¢, and the Gentleman at D in the line e.

Set, and change places, set, and back again.
FIG. IL
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They have now changed situations, theyagain
‘set to each other, and the Lady at C returns in
the line d to her place at A, the Lady at A in
“the line b to her place at C, the Gentleman at
B in the line ¢ to his place at D, and the Gen-
tleman at D in the line ¢ to his place at B, which
finishes the Fligure.

N.B. This Figure may be performed from the centre with
the third couple, that each person may know on which
side to pass each other, both Ladies and Gentlemen move
towards the Jeft, passing each other on the right hand,
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Twurn corners.
. FIG. L.

D O......._.

- The Lady at A and Gentleman at B pass each
“other at C, the Lady moves to D, and the Gen-
tleman to E.

N.B. In this Figure the centre or leading couple always
pass each other in the centre on the right hand, the Lady
turos with both hands the top and bottom Gentlemen, and
the Gentleman turns with both hands the bottom and top
Ladies, as described in the following Figures.

Turn corners.
FIG. II.

The Lady at A turns the Gentleman at C with
_both hands and passes on to D, .while the Gen-
_tleman at B turns the Ladyat E with both hands
and passes on to F.

N.B. The Leading couple each other on the richt
face to face. = e e : P
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Turn corners.
FIG. III.

D - O

The Ladyat A turns the Gentleman at C with
both hands and returns to her place at E, while
the Gentleman at B turns the Lady at D with

both hands and returns to E, which finishes the
Figure.

Turn corners.
THE WHOLE OF THE FIGURE AS PERFORMED ny

THE LADY.
FIG. IV.
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The Ladyat A moves to B, turns the top
Gentleman, then passes onto C, turns the bottom

Gentleman, and returns to her place at D, which
finishes the Figure.
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Turn corners.
The whole of the Figure as performed by the Gentleman.
FIG. V.
B
¥ O
A

The Gentleman at A moves to B and turns the bottom

Lady, then passes on to C, turns the top Lady, and re-
turns to his place at D, which finishes the Figure.

Turn corners.

The whole of the Figure as performed by the Lady
and Gentleman.

FIG. VI

This shews the whole of the Figure as performed by
the Lady and Gentleman. The Lady at A moves in the
line a and turns the top Gentleman, while the Gentleman
at B moves in the kine b and turns the bottom Lady ; the
Lady passes on, turns the bottom Gentleman, returns in
the line ¢ to her place at d, while the Gentleman moves to
and turns the top Lady and returns in the line ¢ to his
place at f, which finishes the Figure.
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Swing corners.
FIG. I.

The Gentleman at B swings the Lady at A
with his right hand and moves to C, while the
Lady moves to D.

Swing corners.
FIG. IL

& > 4

.*-0' i

E ]
a 'I--'

The Lady at A swings the Gentleman at C
with her left hand, while the Gentleman at B
swings the Lady at D with his left hand, then
meets his partner at E. -

N.B. In orming this Figure the Lady always swings
her partnarﬁli{h th:Ei t hand, and the {n nnﬁ_hot;nm
Ryt s T ikt ke, ond 1oty dod Mattons

s wi ight ' ¢ top
7 i R
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Swing corners.
FIG. IIL

T S G e

1"-.__ O B

The Gentleman at C swings his partner at A
with his right hand and moves to D, while the

Lady moves to B.

Swing corners.
FIG. IV.

= =8

® %ﬁﬁ

F s .

The Lady at A swings the Gentleman at C
with her left hand, while the Gentleman at B
with his left hand swings the Lady at D, they
then then return to their places at E F, which
finishes the Figure.
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Swing corners.

The whole of the Figure as performed by the Lady.

FIG. V.
> 6. 0O
f‘:‘EB e “ay,
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The Lady at A with her right hand swings her
partner, then moves in the line 4, swings the to
Gentleman at C with her left hand, returns to B,
swings her partner again with her right hand,

rocedes in the line ¢, swings the Gentleman at
with her left hand, and returns to her place
at A, which finishes the Figure.

Swing corners.

The whole of the Figure as performed by the Gentleman-
FIG. VL.

A
The Gentleman at A swings his partner with
his right hand, then moves in the line ¢, and
swings the Lady at C with his left hand, returns
to B, swings his partner again with his right
hand, then moves to D in the line ¢, swings the

Lady with his left hand, and returns to his place
at A, which finishes the Figure,
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The three Ladies lead round the three

. Gentlemen.
A B G
.';‘ - a ;s “n
O O )

The Ladies at A B C join hands and pass

uite round the Gentlemen in the line D E, the

dy at A leading in the direction D E, till they
all return to their places.

N.B. As soon as the Ladies begin to move round, the
Gentlemen join hands and advance to ab ¢, to give the
Ladies room te pass behind them; the Ladies do the same
in the next Figure.

The three Gentlemen lead round the three
Ladies.

i — —

<& &

5
b

The Gentlemen at A B C join handsand pass
quite round the Ladies, the Gentleman at A
leading in the direction E till they returnto their
siauws, the Ladies advance to g b ¢, as above

ribed for the Gentlemen.




Swing corners.
The whole of the Figures as performed by the Lady and Gentleman,
FiG. VII.

8

d0 NILSAS ALITINOD THIL




Swing corners.
FIG. VIL

This shews the whole of the Figure together. The Lady and Gentleman at A B
-meet at I and swing with their right hands, the Lady moves to D in the line C, the
Gentleman to F in the line E, they swing with their left hands the top Gentleman
and bottom Lady, the Lady continues in the line G, and the Gentleman in the line

H, they meet again at I and swing with right hands, the Lady moves in the line K, -

swings the Gentleman at L with her left hand, the Gentleman moves in the line N,
:and with his left hand swings the Lady at O, they then return to their places at A B,
the Lady in the line M, and the Gentleman in the line P, which finishes the Figure.

"ONIONVA AUINNOD HSITONHA
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Hey* contrary sides.
FIG. L

The Lady at A crosses over between the second
and third Gentlemen, while the Gentleman at

B crosses over between the second and third
Ladies.

* When three persouns perform this Figure, (as described
in Fig. 7.) and all move together, it is then called the Hey,
but if the second and bottom couples remain inactive,
and the movement is only inade by the top couple, it is then
called “whole Figure on your own or contrary sides,” as
it may chanee tn{e performed,

ra

Hey eontrary sides .
FIG. IL

The top couple are now seen at the bottom ;
the second Lady at C moves to E in the line ¢,
while the Lady at E moves to C in the line e,
the Gentleman at D moves to F in the line d,
while the Gentlemanat F moves to D in the line £,
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Hey contrary sides.
FIG. IIL

8 s 0

Trrmaset” OA

The second and third Ladies, and second and
third Gentlemen have now changed situations ;
the Lady at A passes between the second and
third Gentlemen to H, and the Gentleman at B
between the second and third Ladies to G.

Hey contrary sides.
FIG. 1V.

The Lady at-C: moves to E in the line ¢, while
the Lady at E returns to Cin the line ¢, the Gen-
tleman at F' moves to D in the line f, while the
Gentleman at D moves to F in the line d, the
top Lady moves to B, and the top Gentleman to
A, which finishes the Figure.
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Hey contrary sides.

The part performed by the top couple.
FIG. V.
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'This shews the whole of the Figure as performed by
the top couple. The Lady and Gentleman at A B cross
over at the same time, the Lady crosses between the
second and third Gentlemen, and the Gentleman between
the second and third Ladies, they pass round the bottom
couple behind the second couple and take each other’s
situation.

Hey from contrary sides.
The part{erfurmed by th? top couple,

et T LR
B .--.l-. & - ‘*‘ £ — l".-..‘
& - L
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= - e
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Tlis shews the top couple on opposite sides. The
Lady at A moves between the second and third Ladies
round the bottom Lady back to her place, while the
Gentleman does the same on the opposite side, which
-brings them to their onginal situations, the Lady to B and
-Gentleman to A.

N.B. After Hey contrary sides, Hey of your own sides gene-
rally follows.

hTht second and third Ladies and Genllemen move in the above
Figure, as shewn in Hey contrary sides, Fig. 2, 3,and 4,
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Hey contrarysides, and Hey on your own sides.
The part performed By the top couple:

'*“n -bll-llﬁ-l.--h..,,
.

This shews the whole of the Figure as performed by
the top eouple. The Lady and 'Gentleman 2t A B move
at the same tinve, the Lady in the linoa ¥, and the Gen-
tleman in the line b 1, between the second and’ third
couples, and continue in .the same-lines; the Lady to B,
and the Gentleman to A.; they theén cross over to their
own sides and perform the same Figure, the Lady m the
line a 2, the Gentleman in the line & 2, which brings them
back to their places and finishes the Figure.

Hey on your own side.*
A A A e
‘x.f"-.__t____ Qw’ Pl o
d --------- P -

This shews the part of the Figure, performed by the
topouple, . which is the same:as: whols - Figure on your
owh side, the Lady moving:in the line a, and the Gentle-
man in the line b, to their places at A B.

. ¢ In this and the three following Figures the seconid and third
Ladies, and the second and ‘third.Gentlemen miove a3 in: Hey
contrary sides, Figures 2. 3,and 4.

¥
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.The whole movement of the second couple in
Hey on your own and centrary sides.

Fi1G. II.
et ""“-E_ ---------------- .
& 6 &)

The Lady at C moves in the direction ¢, and
continues rnund the top and bottom Ladies till
she returns to her situation at C, while the Gen-
tleman at D moves in the direction d, round the
top and bottom Gentleman, and returns to his
place at D.

The whole movément of the third couple in Hey
on your own and contrary sides.

FIG. 1IL

The Lady at E moves in the direction g round
the first and second Ladies and réturns to her
situation at E, the Gentleman at F moves in the
line & round the first and second Gent]emen and
returns to his situation at P.




Hey.
The whole of the Figure together.

FIG. VIIL
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This shews the whole of the hey together. The Lady at B moves in the line 5, the .
Lady at A in the line d, and the Lady at C in the line ¢, they all follow their respec- -
tive lines till they return back to their places.

My
.
&,
1'&
y
-
"ONIONYA AMILNNOD HSITONA

N.B. Hocanta says this is the most beautiful Figure in Country Dancing; the Figure altogether is a
cypher of S§'s, or a number of serpentine lines interlacing or intervolving each other,

cL
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The first Lady tyrns the second Gentleman, and
the first Gentleman turns the second Lady.

The . Lady at A moves in the direction a, and
turns the Gentleman at D with both hands and
returns to her place at A, then the Gentleman
at C moves in the line 5, turns the Lady at B
with both hands, and returns to his place at C,
which finishes the Figure. =

N.B. In this Figure, althongh the movements:of the Lady
and Gentleman are both shewn together, theyare performed
separately, the Gentléinan remains in his place whilethe Lady
performs her part, then the Lady remains in her place while
the Gentleman performs his.

Swing with right hands then with left.
FIG. I-

PR R Lt 1 T e

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right
hands. swing round vne couple, the Lady moving
in the lirection g, and the Gentleman ia the

fine 5, ap:i take the situation of the second cou--

ple, whu move up to A B.

LIRS

e il
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Swing.with right hands then with left.
FIGI- IIl-

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join left
hands and swing completely round, Lady
moving in the line a to ¢, and the Gentleman in
the line, & to d, which finishes the Figure.

Swing with right hands then with left.
The whole of the Figure.
FIG. III.

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right
hands and swing round the second couple and
meet at C, the Lady moving in the direction
and the Gentleman 1n the line b ; they then join
left hands and . swing completely round to E D,
the Lady moving in-the line.c, and the Gentle-
man in the direction d, which completes the
Figuve. . -

F
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Swing with right hands round the secoud
co:q:le and back again.
FIG. 1.

--------------

- O

;"‘a.gb (2 O

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right
hands and swing round the second couple, the

Lady moving in the line g, and the Gentleman
in the line 5. _ !

Swing with right hands round the second

cauple and back again.
FIG. 1L

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right
hands and swing round the second couple back
" to their original places at a b, which finishes the
Figure.
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Swing with right hands reund two couple.
© me L

\ . 2 O
i CES T - '\_,

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right
hands, and swing round the second couple, the
Lady moving in the direction g, and the Gentle-
man in the line b, they then swing round the
third cuuple, as shewn in Fig. 2.

S‘wmg with right hands round two caupk.
- HeL ,

\ 0

The Lady and Gentleman at A B now occupy
the centre or second couples’ place, who swing
- withright han ds rnunﬂ the thlrd muple, the iaﬂy :

moving in tbe dlrecrtmn @, gnd the Genﬂemﬂ-ﬂ m"
the line 5, which finishes the Figure,- - e
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Swing with right hands at top and in the
cenire.
FIG. I.
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The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right

~ hands, swing round the second eouple, who move

uyp to the top, the Lady moving in the direction
a, and the tleman in the line 5.

N.B. This Figure was formerly called “ swing with right

S :1:& gure I‘:"Il y g with righ

 Swing with right hands at top and in
the centre,
FIG. IL

ez et

“The Lady and Gentleman at A B joim right
hands and swing completely round each other,
the Lady to a, and the Gentleman to §, which
finishes the Figuze. e -
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Swing with right hands round two couple,
and lead up one. '
FIG.I.

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right
hands, swing round the second couple, the Lady
moving in the direction g, and the Gentleman
in the line 5.

Swing with right hands round two couple,
and lead up one.
FIG. 1I.

The Lady and Gentleman at A B join right
hands . and swing round the third couple, the
Lady moving in the line g, and the Gentleman
in the line b, they join hands at bottom and lead
up {0 d ¢, which finishes the Figure. '
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The two Ladies cross over and set between the
two Gentlemen.

A B
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The two Ladiesat A B join hands, cross over,
and set with the Gentlemen at C D, they then
pass round the Gentlemen and return to their
placesat A B.

The two Gentlemen cross over and set belween
the two Ladies.

oYt o

6ligl o
A B

The two Gentlemen at A B cross over, join
.hands and set with the Ladies at C D, they then
pass round the Ladies to their places at A B.

N.B. These Figures should always follow each other, and
may be performed from the centre with the third couple.
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The two Ladies cross over bﬂitﬂﬂﬁn ﬂ:e !zﬂa
Gﬂntfemm and tﬂ,rn L

(,O Cp O

The two Ladies at G H join hands at F' and
cross over to E, they then turn the Gentlemen at
C D, join hands again, and return tn ihe:r places

at G H.

—

The iwo Gentlemen. cross over between the two
- Ladies and:iurn.

CE O D, <

= f
‘L‘.‘&.F F B O

The two Gentlemen at A B join hands at F
and cross over to E, .they then turn the Ladies
at C D, join hands agam, and retum to their,
places at A B.

. N.B. These 'F:gures should always follow each nthe:r, anr.l
may be performed from the centre with the third couple.

-
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The two Ladies cross over between the two
Gentlemen, back again, and turn.

AG;'."'“ = 5

or

O

c’ O

The two Ladies at A B join hands, cross over
to C, and set with the Gentlemen, back again,
and turn at A B.

The two Gentlemen cross over between the two
Ladies, back again, and turn.

S0 O

A B O
The two Gentlemenat A B join hands, cross

over to C, set with the Ladies, back again, and
turn at A B. |

- N.B. These Figures should alwaysfollow.eagh.other, and
may be performed from. the centre with the third couple.
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The two Ladies cross over and set with the

Gentlemen.
AN HE.Q.;_.QB O
Eo..-j._ﬁ_'-_..(]; O

The Ladies at A B join hands at C, cross over
to D, and join hands with the Gentlemen at E F,
they set, and return to their places at A B.

The two Gentlemen cross over and set wilh the
Ladies.

K- 5 ¥

o+ O

A On O

The Gentlemen at A B join hands at C, cross
over to D, and join hands with the Ladies at
EF, they all four set, and the Gentlemen return
to their places at A B.

N.B. These Figures should always follow each other, and
may be performed from the centre with the third couple.
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Chain Figure of four.

The Gentleman at B with hisright hand takes
the right hand of the Lady at A, he moves in
the line f and the Lady in the line ¢ ; the Gen-
tleman then with his left hand takes the left hand
of the Lady at C, while the Lady with her left
hand takes the left hand of the Gentleman at D,
they all continue to swing with the right and left
hands alternately till they all regain their original
situations.

N.B. This and the following Figure may be performed
from the centre with the third couple. '

The movement of this Figure is similar to the Quadnlle
“ Right and Left,” it is generally performed in four bars
of the music, while the Quadrille “ Rightand Left” is made
to require eight bars, this difference arises from the number
and manner of applying the steps.
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Another Chain Figure of four.

The Gentleman at B with hisright hand takes
the right hand of the Ladjr."at A, he moves in the
line b, and the Lady in the line g, at the same
time the Gentleman at D, with his right hand
takes the right hand of the Lady at C, he moves
in the line d, and the Lady in the line c: the
Ladies will now have changed situations with
the Gentlemen; the Ladies swing with the left
handsat f,and the Gentlemen with the left hands
at e, the Gentlemen then swing the Ladies with
the right hands, and the two Ladies and the two
Gentlemen swing each other with the left hands,
which brings them all into their situations, and

finishes the Figure.

- .N.B. This is the Figure that has been erroneously taken
for the Country Dance * Right and Left.” '
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Chain Figure of six.
&
AO & O

The Lady at A and Gentleman at B, the
Ladies at C G, and the Gentlemen at D H, swin
with the right hands, they then all swing witE
the left hands, cuntinuing in a direction from
right to left, swinging with the right and left
handsalternatel tiﬁ they all regain their original
situations, which finishes the Figure,

The top Lady and bottom Gentleman, and the
top Gentleman and bottom Lady meet and
turn.

The Lady at A and Gentleman at Fadvance,
meet in the centre, turn, and return to their
%lar..es ; then the Lady at E and Gentleman at

do the same, which finishes the Figure.
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The Triumph*
FIG. L

The Gentleman at D advances, meets, and leads down
the Lady at A; at the same time the Gentleman at B
murearlgundthesecnnd and third Ladies, they all
meet at I,

* This and the three following Fi are danced in the sfic-
cession as they are placed, nor are they seldom or ever applied
te a variety of tunes, like other Country  Dance Figures, but are
danced to one tune, called the Triamph, see the Music, it may
therefore like Sir Roger de Coverley, be called a distinctdance.

N. B. This Figure receives its name from the method of lead-
ing the Lady up the middle to her place.

The Triumph.
FIG. 1L

B
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The Gentleman at D with his left hand takes t!:m'_le&
hand of the Lady at A, and the Gentleman at B with his
right hand takes the right hand of the Lady at A,and with
his left hand takes the right hand of the Gentleman at D
hehind the Lady, they then lead herup the middle in
triumph, and return to their situations at A B D.

e
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The Triumph.
FIG. IIL

The Gentleman at B advances, meets, and
leads down the Lady at C, at the same time the

Gentleman at D casts round the second and third
Ladies, they meet at F. :

The Triumph.
FIG. 1V.

Be . 3 5%

The Gentlemen at B D lead the Lady at C
up the middle to C, exactly as described in Fig.
2, the Gentleman at D returns to D, and the
Gentleman at B to B, which finishes the Figure,

N.B. When the Dance is performed in addition to these
four movements, shewn by the Diagrams, lead your own.
E}”ﬂner down the middle and up again, and *“ Right and

are generally added to fill up all the measure of the-
music, as the Trivmph movements require but two strains,”
and the music of the Dance being composed in three strains,
*“ see the music.” -
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The top Lady and second Gentleman change situa-
tions, the Lady moves in the dotted line, and the Gentle-
man in the plain line, this may be performed with one
Chasse Jeité and Assemblé,two bars ; then the top Gentle-
man and second Lady change situations with the same

steps, also requiring two bars, they return to places as
shewn in Fig. 2.

Note.—The movement of this Figure is similar to “ Right and
Left,” with only this difference, that instead of all the four
persons crossing over at the same time, only the top Lady and
second Gentleman cross, while their partners remain inactive,
then their partoers cross while they remain in their places, both
couples return in the same manper.

The first and second couple are now seen on opposite
sides, the Lady at A returns to her place at B in the dotted
line, the Gentleman B to his place at A in the plain line,
with the samesteps and requiring the same music as Fig. 1.
then the Lady C returns to her placeat D in the dotted
line, while the Gentlemaa at D returns to his place at C
in the plain line, which finishes the Figure, and together
require eight bars of the music.
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The three Ladies and the three Gentlemen set
and lead through.

FIG. 1.

X 'F W

The Ladies at A B C set and lead through
or cross over to a b ¢, at the same time the Gan-
tlemen at K L M set and lead through or cross

over to k { m.

- The three Ladies and the three Gentlemen sel
and lead throughk.

FIG. 1.

?k?l 9}1

The Ladies at A B C set and return to their
situations at @ b ¢, and the Gentlemen at K I M
set and return to theirs at & / m, which ﬁms'hes
the Figure.

N.B. In this Figure the Ladies l.ln llmre the
Gentlemen, ummthahm]ﬂ'llurur’ S




The top couple lead up, and the second couple lead down and turn.
- FIG L
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The Gentleman at B takes with his left hand the right hand of the Lady at A, leads her
up to C, and turns her; at the same time the Gentleman at D, with his right hand takes
the left hand of the Lady at E, leads her down to F, and turns her,
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The top couple lead up, and the second couple lead down and turn.
| FIG. II. |
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The Gentleman at B with his right hand takes the right hand of the Lady at A, leads her
to C, and turns her ; at the same time the Gentleman at E, with his left hand takes the
right hand of the Lady at D, leads her to F, and turns her, which finishes the Figure.
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INTRODUCTION

TO -

THE MARCH.

*ﬁ—

From the earliect periods, at which CountrY
Daxcine was introduced, the March has occa-
sionally been added to and used with Country
Dance Fligures, to give effect, and afford variety
to the Dances, and may therefore be considered
as an Appendage to the System. I have given
two examples, which will shew that the March
is constructed for three couples. It should
always be performed to a slow March Tune, as
the March in Blue Beard; the Battle of Prague;
Lord Cornwallis’s March, &c. &c. and great
care should be taken that the Tune be played
very slow, so that the contrast with the Country
Dance Tune may be rendered more lively and
pleasing ; for when the March forms a part of
the CountrYy Dance, the Dance commences
with a March Tune, and is followed by a Coun-
try Dance Tune, so that to produce the intended
effect, (which would otherwise be totally de.
stroyed) the March must be played very slow,
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and the Country Dance T'une quick. The March*
18 frequently introduced, not only to shew the
contrast of the music and Figure, but serves to
display the elegant grace and easy carriage of
the Dancer, for which purpose scarcely any de-
partment of the art is so well calculated 1t has
also long been and still is not only much used
by several good Masters, in preparing and fash-
ioning their pupils for the Ball Room, (a grace-
ful method of walking and easy carriage, being
indispensable requisites for the Ball Room,) but
also for ‘¢ Dancing” in general. The Dancer
must remember that the left foot is always first
used at the commencement of the March.

* The construction and use of the March will be fully

pointed out and described in in a forthcoming work
of the authors.
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The March.

FIG. I.
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The Ladyat A marches round in the direction
aand takes the sifuation of the top Gentleman
at g, the Lady at B follows in the direction
takes the place of the second Gentleman at by
and the Lady at C follows in the direetion ¢ and
takes the place of the third Gentleman at .

N. B. Care must be taken, as they all march at the same
instant, to preserve the same distance as when standing, by
which means they will all take the situation of the Gentle-

-men at the same time,
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The March.

FIG. 1L

The instant the Ladies move as shewn in the
former Figure, the Gentleman at A leads the
March in the direction g, the Gentleman at B
following in the line b, and the Gentleman at C
in the line ¢y the Gentleman at A takes the
place of the bottom Lady at a, the Gentleman
at B that of the second Lady at b, and the Gen-
tleman at C that of the Lady at .

N.B. The same distance should be observed in marching
by the Gentlemen as described for the Ladies in the former

Figure.
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The March.
FIG. III.
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The Lady at A leads the March back in the
direction a, the Ladies at B C following in' the

lines b c till they all regmn theu- original situ-
ationsata b c.

The March.
FIG. IV.

. b o0

At the same time with the Ladies, the Gentle-
man at A leads the March back in the direction
uhthe Gentlemen at B C follow in the lines b ¢

they regain their situationsat a b ¢, which
finishes the Figure. 4

G 2
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SIR ROGER DE COVERLEY,

oR

THE FINISHING DANCE.

_..;.Q..g..-

Tuais Dance was composed expressly for a
finishing Country Dance, about 100 years ago,
and derived its name from Addison’s Sir Roger
De Coverley; so frequently mentioned by him in
his popular Essays in the Spectator, and is the
only whole Dance given in this System. The
Figures of which it is composed being permanent
and unalterable, and thereby differing in its con-
“struction from all other Country Dances. It is
capable of being performed by a whole set, how-
ever numerous ; the top Lady and bottom Gen-
tleman commencing the Dance by meeting in
the centre, (see Diagrams) and has a tune bear-
ing its name, composed expressly for it in E:
which is given to enable the Dance to be per-
formed more correctly. It is necessary, that
the persons who are to perform this Dance,
should place themselves very widely apart, and
exactly opposite to each other, that the top Lady
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and bottom Gentleman may have sufficient
space in which to perform the different Figures
in the centre, and that the performers may with
preper ease promenade and cross over, &c. and
- where the set is very numerous, it is allowed to
the couple going down, to miss every alternate
couple, so as to cross over two couple instead
of one, and it must be observed, that in crossing
over the Lady must passin front of or before
the Gentleman. At all Balls properly regu-
lated, this Dance should be the finishing one, as
it is calculated from the sociality of its constrne-
tion, to promote the good humour of the com-
pany, and causing them to separate in evincing
a pleasing satisfaction with each other,

e 3



Sir Roger De Coverley, or the Jinashang Dance.

FIG, I. =
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The top Lady at A and the bottom Gentleman at B advance and meet at C, and retreat
to their places, the Lady to A and the Gentleman to B.

o0l
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Sir Roger De Coverley, or the finishing Dance,
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The bottom Lady at B and the top Gentleman at A, meet at C and retreat to their places;
the top Lady and bottom Gentleman then advance fo the same situation and turn with
~ their right hands; the bottom Lady and top Gentleman do the same; the top Lady and
bottom Gentleman then meet and turn with their left hands, the bottom Lady and top Gen-
tleman do the same ; the top Lady and bottom Gentleman then meet and turn with both
hands ; the bottom Lady and top Gentleman do the same; they then meet and alemande
round each other, the hottom Lady and top Gentleman do the same.

"ONIDONVA AULNAOD HSITONT
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Sir Roger De Coverley, or the finishing Dance,
FIG. 1V.
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They now promenade up the centre from E F to A B, then cast off the Lady in the line
C, and Gentleman in the line D, all the couples following them, beginning from the bottom,
by which means they all regain their situations, except the couple which began the dance,
who will be now at the bottom of the room.

N.B. This dance may be performed by any number of persons. It wasnot intended in this work to give
any ;ttu;lu dhaninﬂ.flg;:lt as this is so different in its movements from any other, the asihor thought proper to
insert the whole of it. A
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THE NEW FIGURES.

A

As novelty in Dancing as in every other

amusement, is the author and promoter of an

enlivening vivacity, and invariably affords en- :

couragement to the learners of those sciences,
where it may properly be introduced and ap-

plied, and knowing full well, that itis equally

irksome for good Dancers to be always using

the same Figures, as for a professed musician -

to be continually playing the tunes of “ God
save the King,” and “ Foot’s Minuet ;”’ and from
the repeated suggestions of several good Dan-
cers, and at the particular request of a great
number of the author’s Friends and Pupils; and
in order to answer the purposes of novelty and
variety, and to promote and encourage as far as
~possible the instruction of learners, and the more
pleasing amusement of the wotaries of Dancing.
The author has been induced to compose and
~arrange a variety of New FicurEes,* which he

* The author has found by consulting the * Old collec-
tiens,” that no New Figures {lld been t,ompuud worthy of
being transmitied to posterity, except a few, which, from
their being general favourites, became, and have remained
Stock Figures for upwards ﬂf an hundred years, and no
further :upp]tichu been mad:, but of some movements,
which from their being altogether of a Aeterogenous, un-

meening, confused, and “useless nature, arc by this System (as
. they ceuld never be reduced to it) totally exploded.
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submits, as being entirely of kis own inveniion
and composition ; yet, admitting the possibility of
Figures similar to them having heretofore been
performed, he can confidently affirm, that of the
fact, of any such having existed, he is tolally
ignorant, and that if any such ever did exist, they
must have long since been lost, for the want of
their being published and explained by Diagrams.
These**New Figures,” will, no doubt,consequent-
ly be found to be an additional meansof encourag-
ing to so social a department of the science as
¢¢ Country Dancing,” has ever been considered.
The ¢ Qld Figures,” which are given in the
fore-part of the work, (it may not be amiss.to
mention here) have received from him no addi-
tions whatever, as he -has only simplified and
reduced them to their proper lengths and situa-
tions, where it was found necessary, from their
being conneeted with' improper and illegitimate
movements, and has thereby been able to pre-
sent them in their primitive state, and notwith-
standing that these ¢ New Figures,’” may in
their various evolutions partake in some respects
of the movements contained in some of the *“ Qld
Figures,” yet the principal part and ¢ffect of the
several Figureswill be different,and stillin unifor-
mity with the present correct system of English
Country Dancing, each Figure being performed
as it properly ought either from the top or the
centre, and not as was the case with the rejected
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Old Figures, in'which the bottom or third couple
began first, These absurdities can no longer
exist, now that a regular system is adopted.
- Amongst these has been avoided the introduction
of any Figures, leaving the Dancer on contrary
sides, or Jower down the Dance than one eouple,
though he has been unable to dispense with
several of the ¢ Old Figures” admitted into this
System, (from their being so long established)
which leave the Dancer between the third and
fourth couples, that is, down two couples instead
of one; but as he could not introduce them into
the Tables, he has directed their correct per-
formance, and explained their uses, that they may
be properly adapted to the music, in the chapter
“of irregular and unsystematical Figures.”
It has been for the want of a regular system being
addpted and acted on, and the Figures shewn by
 means of Diagrams, that these Figures have
found their way in, amongst the rest. The time
the «“ New Figures” take in their performance,
. will be seen in the chapter entitled “ tke length
and uses of the New Figures,” in which their
lengths are compared with the “ Old Figures.”
The derivation of their names proceeds partly
from the geometrical Figures, described in their
performance, and partly, from the movements
between the couples.
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NEW FIGURES.
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Round top and botlom couples.
FIG. L
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The Lady at A moves in the direction a round
the third couple, then round the top couple, and
returns in the direction b to her situation at A.

Round bottom and top couples.
FIG. 11

The Gentleman at A moveées in the direction g
round the top couple, then round the third couple,
and returns to his situation in the direction 5.

N.B. The Gentleman performs his part of the Figure at
the same time the Lady performs ber part.



110 THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OFf

Cross corners.
FI1G. 1.

The Lady at A moves in the direction g at the
same time the Gentleman at B moves in the direc-
tion d, the Lady passes round the top* Gentle-
man, then the bottom Lady, and returns to her
situation in the direction 4, the Gentleman passes
round the bottom Gentleman, then round the
top Lady, and returns to his situation in the
direction ¢.

Cross corners.
FIG. IL

The Ladyat A moves in the direction a at the
same time the Gentleman at B moves in the
direction d, the Lady passes round the bottom
Gentleman, then the top Lady, and returns to
her situation in the direction 5 ; the (Gentleman
]I)asses round the top Gentleman, then the bottom

sady, and returns to his situation in the direc-
tion ¢, which finishes the Figure.
N.B. These Figures may be performed separately.
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The Gentleman moves round the Ladies, and the
Lady moves round the Genllemen.

The Lady at A moves in the direction @ round the top
(GGentleman, at the same time the Gentleman at B moves
in the direction b round the top -Lady, the Lady con-
tinues round the bottom Gentleman and returns to her
situation in the direction ¢, while the Gentleman  passes

round the bottom Lady and returns to his situation in: the
direction d,

N. B. This Figure may be repeated in opposite directions.

Lead through the bottom and round the top.
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The Lady at A moves s round the bottom Lady in the
direction a, at the same time the Genileman at B moves
round the bottom Gentleman in the direction ¢, the Lady
- passes outside round the top Lady and returnsto her place

in the direction b, the G'ant]eman passes outside round
“the top Gentleman and returns to his situation in the
direction d, which finishes the Figure.

N.B. }als Figure may be performed in the opposite direc-

tion, the Lady and Gentleman moving first round the top couple
and then round the bottom.

i
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The Snake.
FIG. I
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The Ladyat A moves in the direction a round
the third Lady, then round the third Gentleman,
and takes the sitnation of her partner by moving
in the direction 5.

p——

The Snake.
FIG. 1L

e
o
A D)
At the time the Lady moves in the above
Figure, the Gentleman at A moves in the direc-
tion a round the third Gentleman, then round

the third Lady, and takes the situation of his
partner by moving in the direction b.

¢
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i
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The Snalce.
FIG. III.
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The Lady now in the situation of the Gentle-
man moves from A in the direction a, passes
round the third Gentleman, then the third Lady,

and returns to her original situation in the direc-
tion b.

The Snake.

FIG. 1IV.

The Gentleman at A moves in the direction a
round the third Lady, then round the third Gen.

tleman, and returns to his situation in the direc-
tion b, which finishes the Figure.
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Through the bottom, and half Figure on
conirary sides.
FIG. I.
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The Lady at A moves in the direction a, at the
same time the Gentleman at B moves in thedirec-
tion b, the Lady continues round the third Gen-
tleman, and the Gentleman round the third Lady;
they change situations by moving in the lines ¢ d.

Through the bottom, and half Figure on
your own sides.
FIG. II.

The Lady moves in the direction a, at the
same time the Gentleman at. B moves in the

direction b, the Lady passes round the third Lady
and returns to her situation in the line ¢, the
Gentleman passes round the third Gentleman
and returns to his situation in the line d, which
finishes the Kigure.
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Swing round the second couple, and lead
up one,
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The Lady =t A with her right hand swings the
Lady at D, at the same time the Gentleman at
B with his left hand swings the Gentleman at C,
the top couple join hands at E, lead up, and re-
turn to their situations at A B,

X

Swing round the top couple, and lead down.
A C

A O

D

The Lady at C with her left hand swings the
Lady at A, at the same time the Gentleman at
D with his right hand swings the Gentleman at
B, the bottom couple join handsat E, and return
to their situations at C D.

ana

N.B. This fizure may be performed from the centre with
the third couple.
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The Lady leads up, and the Gentleman

leads down. :

FIG. 1. t
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The Gentleman at B takes with his left hand |
the left hand of the Lady at A, the Gentleman | {
moves in the direction D, and the Lady in that ll :

of C, as far as the length of the arm will admit,
then set at arm’s length. '

The Lady leads up, and the Gexrtleman '
leads down.
FIG. 11. |
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The Lady at A and Gentleman at B return to
C and then turn, which finishes the Figure.

i
i
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i
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N. B. This Figure'm]: be performed from the centre.
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Half Figure on all sides.
6 L
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The Ladyat A moves in the direction g roand
the third Lady at E, then round the third Gen-
tleman at F, continues in the direction 5 round
the second Gentleman at D, the second Lady at
C, and returns to her place at A,

Hﬂ{f Figure on all sides.
FIG: 1L

The Gentleman at I moves in the direction ¢
between the second and third Gentlemen, then
rouud the third Lady in the direction o, round
the second Lady at C, and round the second

Gentleman, and returns to his place at I, which
finishes the Figure,
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En Passant.
|FIG. 1.
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The Lady at A moves in the line @ behind the
second Lady, round the third Gentleman at F,
. then round the third Lady at E, continues in the

line b round the Gentleman at D, and returns to
her place at A.

En Passant.
FIG. IL

The Gentle man at D moves at the same time
with the Ladyin Fig. 1, in the line 5, behind the
second Gentleman, round the third Lady at E,
then round the third Gentleman at F, continues
in the line ¢ round the second Lady at C, and

returns to his place at D, which finishes the
Figure.
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The top couple cast off, and bottom couple set

and lead up.
FIG. 1.
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The top couple at A I cast off and meet at C, while
the third couple at D E set, join bands at ¢, and lead up
to F'; they then cast off in the line e d, as seen in Fig. 2.
which will bring them all in their places together.

N.B. Asin casting off there isalways a step used te turn with
before they lead down outside the second and third couples, itis
requisite in this Fiigtrc to observe that the third must set as long
as the top couple is performing the step to cast off wtth, and in
the second part of the Figure the top couple must set as long as,
the third couple are dancing the step.

The top couple cast nff, and botlom couple set
and lead up. ~

. 11

B O e

E

The Lady and Gentleman at C cast off in the lines

D E, and return to their places at d c, while the couple at

A set, lead up to B, and returp to their places at a b,
which finishes the Figure, :
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Round the corners. {
FIG. I. :
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The Lady at C moves in the direction ¢ round
the bottom Gentleman at F, round the top Lady
at A, passing through the centre round the third
Lady at E, then round the top Gentleman, and |
returns to her place at C.

- : & Py
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Round the corners.

@yd D e

The Gentleman at D moves in the direction d
round the top Lady, then erosses and moves round
the bottom Gentleman at E, passing through the
centre round the top Gentleman at B, moves on
to F round the bottom Lady, and returns to his
place at D, which finishes the Figure,
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_ Whole Figure contrary corners:

=

The Lady at A moves in the direction g, at the
same time the Gentleman at C moves in the
direction b, the Lady passes round the third Gen-
tleman at B, and the GGentleman round the third
Lady at D, they pass each other at E, the Lady
continues round the top Lady at ¥, and returns .
to her place at A, while the Gentleman moves
round the top Gentleman at G and returns to his
place at C, which finishes the Figure,

Another whole Figure contrary corners.
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The Lady at A moves in hc direction a round
the top Gentleman, at the same time the Gentle-
man at B moves in the direction b round the top
Lady, they pass each other at C, the Lady con-
tinues I"DI.IIIE the third Lady and returns to her
gituation at A, while the Gentieman moves round
the third Gentleman and returns to his sitnation
at B, which finishes the Figure.
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Right angles round top and bottom.
FIG. L.

& I 2 Q; Oﬁ
PR R e fﬂ d
o

k
g l

PRS 2

The Lady at A moves in the direction g, making
an angle at ¢, continues outside the top Gentle-
man, and makes an angle at f, makes another
angle at ¢, and moves down the Rentre to C; at
the same time the Gentleman at B moves in the
direction 5 and performs the same Figure round
the third Lady, returns up the centre in the line
d, and turns his partner at C, which finishes the
Figure.

Right un%iesr top and bottom.
FIG. IL
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The only difference between this and the last
Figure is, thatthe Lady at A moves round the
bottom Gentleman in lieu of the top, and the
Gentleman at B round the top Lady in lieu of
the bottom, the Lady commences her movements
from A in the direction a, and the Gentleman
from B i~ the direction 5, they turn at C.
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Through the .Si:fﬂﬂﬂd._ and round the bottom
~ couple.

P

The Lady at A moves in the direction 2 round
the third couple and returns to her place in the
line b; at the same time the Gentleman at B
moves in the direction ¢ round the third couple
and returns to his situation in the direction d,
which finishes the Figure,

The Double Ovals.

L e T

e

The Lady at A movesin the direction & while
the Lady at B moves in the direction ¢ ; at the
same time the Gentleman at C moves in the
direction e, and the Gentleman at D in the diree-
tion g, they all continue to form an oval, as shewn
in the Figure, till they return to their situations.

H 2 |
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Through the bottom and round the top,
contrary sides.

The Lady at A and Gentleman at B move at
the same time, the Lady in the direction a round
the bottom Lady, and continuing in the line a
round the top Gentleman to her placeat A, while
the Gentleman moves in the line 5 round the

bottom Gentleman, then round the tu]irLady at
b, to his place at B, which finishes the Figure.

Round the bottom and through the centre.
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"The Lady at A and Gentleman at B move at
the same time, the Lady moves round the third
Gentleman, then the second Gentleman, while
the Gentleman moves round the third, and then

the second Lady, they meet at C, which finishes

the Figure.

B W e T A, ik
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Round 'tke: s’ecg:iﬂtf éﬂuple.

The Lady and Gentleman at A B cross over
and move round the second Lady and Gentleman
at CD and meet at E.

[ —

Cross over, half Figure with the second
couple, and turn.

The Lady at A moves round the second Gen-
tleman, then the second Lady, at the same time
the Gentleman at B moves round the 'second
Lady, then the second Gentleman meets his
partner and turn her at E which cumpletes the
Figure. S e -
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Through the bottorn and round the second
couple.

The Lady at A moves in the line a round the
third Gentleman, then outside the second Lady
to her place ; at the same time the Gentleman
at B moves in the line 5 round the third Lady
and passes outside the second Gentleman to his
place at B.

Round the third couple, and lead through

the second couple.
A P \
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The Lady at A moves down the middle, round
the third Lady, then the second Lady; at the
same time the Gentleman at B moves down the
middle, round the third Gentleman, then the
second Gentleman, and meets his partner at C»
which finishes the Figure.
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The Maze.

. The Lady at A crosses over and moves round
the second couple, then round the third Lady to
a; at the same time the Gentleman at B crosses
over and performs the same Figure on the eppo-
site side,and faces his partner at 4, which ﬁnlaﬂgs
the Figure.

Encircle the second couple, and round the
third to places. :

-‘h‘l.-'

The Lady at A moves in the direction g quite
round the second Lady, between: the third Lady'
and Gentleman, outsidé the third: Gentleman,
and cirosses over between the second couple to-
her place; at the same time the Gentleman
moves in the direction b, and performs the same
movement on the opposite side, which. finishes.
the Figure. '

-
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to places.

AQ O\

" The Lady at A moves in the direction a, quite
round the second Lady, crosses over between the second
and third Gentlemen, passes round the third Gentleman
and returns to her place at A ; at the same time the Gen-
tleman at B moves in the direction b and performs the
movement on the contrary side, which finishes the Figure.

Enc:rck the second couple, round the third; and
: ﬂop in the cenire.

- The Lady at A moves in the direction a quite round
the second Gentleman, between the third couple, out-
side the" third  Lady, and takes the place of the second
mém at D, who muvesup o the top, at the same time

tleman at B moves in the direction b, and per-
forms the movement on the contrary side, taklng the
situation of the second Gentleman at C, who moves to
the top, which finishes the Figure. -

|

Encircle the second couple, and round the third 1;
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Through the botlom, half Figure, and back
outside. .

The Lady at A moves in the direction a, passes round
the bottom Gentleman, then round the bottom Lady, and
returns to her situation in the line b ; at the same time the
Gentleman- at B moves in the direction ¢ and returns in
that of d, which finishes the Figure.

The Labyrinth.
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The Lady at A moves in the direction a outside the
.second Gentleman, .then between the second couple, she
then passes outside the second and third Ladies in the
_direction c, then between the third couple. round the third

Gentleman, outside the third couple, and returns to her -
“situation in the fine a; at the same time the Gentleman
at B moves in the direction b, and performs the -same
~movement.on the opposite side, which finishes the Figure.
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The double triangle.

H T e g

The Lady at A moves in the direction a rouud the top
Gentloman, then outside the second Gentleman, rousd the
third Gentleman, and returns to her situation in the line
b; at the same time the Gentleman at B moves in the
direction ¢ and performs the Figure on the opposite side,
returning to his situation in the direction d.

Move round and set on all sides.®

-

The Lady at-A mievezin the direction e to D, at the
_same time the Gentleman at B moves in the direction b to
C, they then set to each other at D C: the Lady now
~moves to B, and the Gentleman to A, and set again : the
Lady now moves to C, and the Gentleman to D, and set;
, .thﬂ{ndythenretums to her situation, and the Gentle-

man to his, and set t¢ finish the Figure, |
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w comipg round the top Lady and then reund the
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| True lovers knot.

The Lady at A and Génﬂeman at B move to
C the instant they have passed, the Lady at D
and Gentleman at E do the same, they then re-
turn to their situations in the same succession,
which finishes the Figure. '

N.B. The persons in this Figure move similar to “ Right
and Left.”
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A March.®
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The Ladies at DE F' join hands and march tod e f,
at the same time the Gentlemen at A BC march toab ¢,
the Ladies continue to A B C and the Gentlemen to
DEF, the Ladies continue in the line a b ¢ till they re-
gain their situations, the Gentlemen do the same on the
opposite side.
* Both Ladies and Gentlemen should rut down the left foot
t

first, the music should be a slow march, it might otherwise be
construed into a dance.

Tte Lady passes round the second couple, and
" the Gentleman round the bottom.

The Lady and Gentleman at A B move at the same
time, the Lady in the line @, and the Gentleman ia the
lineb ; the Lady passes round the second Lady and Gen-
tleman to e, the Gentleman passes round the third Lady
-and the third Gentleman to d, which finishes the Figure.
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Half Figure, and pass round the second
couple.

FIG. I-
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" The Lady at A moves in the line g round the
second Lady and ‘Gentleman to b.

Half Figure, and pass round the second
- couple.

FIG. IL

The Gentleman at B moves in the line 5, at
the same time with the Lady in Fig. 1, round .
the 'second -Gentleman and behind the second
Lady, and cuntmues to ¢, which. finishes the
Figure. -
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Round the bottom, and between the second

and third couples.
FIG. L
£
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The Lady at A moves in the line & round the
bottom couple and between the second and third
Ladies to 5.

Round the bottom, and bctwom the aﬂw
and third couples.

FIG. IL

The Gentleman at B moveés in the direction &
round the third couple, and between the second
and third Gentlemen to ¢, which finishes the

Figure.
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THE OLD SCOTCH

THREESOME AND FOURSOME REELS.*

——

THese Reels have for a number of years
been a very favorite, and most generally a
Eruved species of Dancing, not only with t

nglish, but also with the Trish and Scotch, and
particularly with the latter, from whom they de-
rive their origin. They have, likewise, been
introduced into most of the foreign Courts of
Europe, and are universally practised in all our
extensive Colonies, and so marked in their
favoritism, that not only among the amusements
afforded at all Balls, these Reels are invariably
introduced, but Assemblies are very frﬁ;luently
held for the purpose of dancing them only, and

t, in their construction, they consist merely of
the Country Dance Figure of ey, with alternate
setting. - The threesome Reel or Reel of three,
as will be seen by the Diagram, is composed of
three persons, placed in a direct line, and is
commenced by the three persons selting; the
centre person setting half the time to one, and

t

* A copious description of the nationality, and of the
effect and manner of dancing these Reels, with their ap-
propriale and characteristic steps, will be given in another
pnﬂmu’ ion now preparing for the press.
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then turning and setting the remainder of the
time to the ofker, and turning back again the
centre person afterwards strikes the hey with the
other two, and so finish the strain of the music
and the Reel together, leaving one of the other
persons in the centre, who commences the Reel,
&c. as before. 'The foursome Reel, or Reel of
four, is com d of four persons, placed in a
direct line, facing each other, two and two, who
thus begin, and after setting out the time of one
strain to their partners, without turning, they
hey till the next strain is finished, which also
finishes the Reel. These Dances derive their
name from the construction of the Figure of
hey, of which Figure only they are composed,
(see the Diagram) representing double S’s or
serpentine limes, interlacing or intervolving each
other, which describe a figure of &, and exhibit-
ing in the performance (by the dances being
taken from the side)a Reeling motion. They may
be applied to any Country Dance tune, as they
require in their performance but two strains of
music, and if the tune should consist of three or
more parts, it is not objectionable, as the setting
and the Figure are performed to different strains,
and therefore, it is very common for the Musi-
-clan repeatedly to vary and change the tunes,
the novelty thereby produced affording a reno-
vated energy to the Dancer, which is a great
requisite in the dancing of Reels.
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Reel of three. Reel nffc;tu-.
B |
b
= B
% fc A
C D
Rcdqf&m |
To be danced by two Ladies and one Gentleman, or two Gen-
tlemen and one Lady.

The Lady at A moves in the -direction a, at the same
time the G—tlemm at B moves inthe direction b, and the -
Gentleman at C in the direction c, they all bey and return
to their places; then the Lady sets to each nf the Gentle-
men alternately till the tune is finished, then the Reel

begins again.

Rﬂﬂ of four.®
To be danced by two Ladies and two Gentlemen.

The Ladies and Gentlemen at A B C D move at the
same time, in the direction shewn atab ¢ d, and hey round
each other il they return to their places ; they then set
out the time, the Lndy at A setting tothe Gentleman at
C, and the Lady at B to the Gunﬂemnn at. D, which
finishes the Reel.

* Although the Diagram shews the ‘Ladies striking the hey on

the left of the Gentlemen; yet, they miuy with equal propriety
cmljmﬂeﬂnﬂ:ﬂumﬂenﬂlm :
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Explanation of bars used to divide Country
Dance Figures.

Bars are used to divide the Figures, and shey
what Figure or Figures should be performed to
each strain of the music; for whatever Figure
or Figures are placed before a bar, theyareto
be performed in one strain, or a strain repeated;
when a strain is repeated, a barg thus =, is pre.
fixed to it, but when played once through it is
marked thus =
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THE NEW REELS.

— e —

TAxiNG into consideration that no species
of Dancing has ever been so universally danced,
mor has ever become so great a favorite, either
in this Country or any other, as Reels; not
even Country Dancing, and that most persons,
whether in possession of the knowledge of
Country Dancing, or not, are able to dance Reels,
and particularly the Scotch, it is surprising, that
in the course of the great number of years which
have elapsed, since the origin of so generally
approved a species of Dancing, nething in the
shape of novelty should have been produced.
It was under these considerations, thatin the last
edition of his ““ Analysis of Country Dancing,”
the author published several new Reels, (though
only a few easy ones for 3, 4, 5, and 6 persons,)
and, being well aware, that but the trifling
variety could be produced in the dancing of
the old Reels, (as is before observed, in the
Introduction to themi, that in their composition,
they consisted merely of the Country Dance
Figure of * hey,” with alternate setting, and
from the natural consequence of frequent com-
plaints being made by good Ball Room Dancers;
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that from their sameness they were rendered but
a dull alternative, and from a variety of sugges-
tions, made by his friends, frequenters of Balls
and Assemblies, to remedy the evil; he has
been induced to compose a variety of such new
and more difficult ones, as no doubt will answer
the expectation of those; who, as well as the
author saw ground for complaint, and will
greatly tend to promulgate that novelty and
vivacious amusement, which for so many years
seems to have been unthought of or neglected.
It is matter of great encouragement to the author,
and hasbeen productive of that sensible pride, for
whieh, he trusts, he shall ever feel truly grateful,
that the “new Reels,”” which have been mentioned
to have been published in the last edition of his
“ Analysis,” have so far been found worthy of
notice, and have become such general favorites,
as to have been danced at most of the public
Balls and Assemblies held within the United
Kingdom. The additional new Reels which he
has composed expressly for this work, become
more difficult, and yet, pleasing, from their
possessing a much greater variety of nouvelle
movement ; and are calculated for persons more
advanced in the art, affording to them the fwo
great advantages of a correct and improved line
of instruction, and an extended fund of sub-
stantial and pleasing amusement. And not-
withstanding the apparent complexity to persons
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not so well acquainted with Dancing ; in addi-
tion to, the advantages afforded to persons more
advanced in the Science, will be found so con-
structed, (with the aid of the clear instruction
that is laid down for their performance, as
to be easily understood by all persons baving a
knowledge of Country Dance Figures, being
composed with a view to meet the apprehension
of such persons, and notwithstanding the novelty
and variety of Figure belonging to these *“ new
Reels,”’ they all of them possess the old Reel
style, which has been carefully preserved in their
construction, by the introduction of the principal
old Reel Figure of ¢ hey,” and in the whole
are rendered, and may occasionally be used as
pleasing substitutes for petitte cotillions, and so
much the more easily to be attained, that a
tolerably good Country Dancer, though before
totally ignorant of their construction and manner
of performance will find no difficulty in dancing
them correctly, after two or three trials, or after
having seen them performed once or twice by
other persons. Directions are given in a note
under each Diagram, shewing the proper appli-
cation of the music, and the time that each
movement requires in ifs performance.
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NEW REELS.
-
Reel of three.

To be danced by two Gentlemen and a Lady, or two Ladies
and a Geatleman.

A B C

The two Gentlemen and the Lady join hands,
advance from A BC to D E F and foot it ; then
the Lady at E and Gentleman at F hold up their
hands, and the Gentleman at D passes under,
- they then hey, which finishes the Figure.

N.B. This Reel will take a tune of two parts in Jong
measure played straight through, as the Morpheth Rant,
Fisher's Hornpipe, &c. or a tune repeated in short mea-
sure, as the Fairy Dance, &c.; the Figure must be applied
to the music as follows:—To a tune of long measure, ad-
vanced with half a strain, lead under with half a strain,
which together will take the first strain -, and the hey will
iake the second strain .-, which finishes the tupe and com-
pletes the Reel.
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Reel of four.
To be danced by two Gentlemen and two Ladies.

The Ladyand Gentleman at A C advance,
meet, and turn ; at the same time the Lady and
Gentleman at B D meet and turn ; then the Lady
and Gentleman at A B meet and turn ; then tha
Lady and Gentleman at C D meéet and turn the
Iad at A moves in the line f, the Lady at Din
the line e, and hey with the Gentlemen at C D,
which completes the Reel.

This Reel will take the samelength of music as the New
Reel of Three. Advance and turn with half a strain, thén
turn your partner with half a strain, which together will
take the first strain =, and the hey will tzke the second
strain -, and finish the Reel,
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Reel of five.

To be danced by three Ladies and two Gentleme )
: Gentlemen and two Ladies, % OF tiren

llllllll

FOI & 10

The Lady in the middle at B, heys with the
Ladies at A C, then sets to them, then heys with
the two Gentlemen at F' D, and takes the place
of the Gentleman at K, who will then occupy the
centre : hethen finishes the Reel by setting to the
persons at F' D, then hey with the Ladies atC A,
and leaves one of them-in the centre, so thatthey
all progressively occupy every situation in the

Figure,

N.B. This is the common Reel of Five, which I have
added to those invented by the author, to render the work
more complete, .

This Reel will take a tune repeated in long measure, as
the Morpheth Rani ov Fisher's Hornpipe, and the Figure
must be applied to the music as follows :—The heying with
the Ladies ar C A will take the first strain ., and the setting
will take another strain, which will be the, first strain re-
peated =, theheying across will take the first strain of the
second part ., and the setting will take another strain,
which will repeat the second part =, and finish the Reel,
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Reel of five.

Te be danced by four Ladies and one Gentleman, or fou
Gentlemen and one Lady. *

R L
- =
- C
i .,
-l“ 5 "
L =
o *"
& L1
w5

- the hey as soon as the Lady at A and Gentleman
at E have passed each other, the Gentlemen at
D I cross over between them ; then asthe Lady
in returning has passed the Gentleman at C, who
will now have attained the situation at E, they
cross again, which brings them all into their
original situations ; the Lady then sets to each of
the Gentlemen, then falls in and they join hands
at F, they then hands quite round and back again;
the Gentlemen then at E I hold up their hands
and the Lady passes under at G, leading all the
Gentlemen after her, to their places, and takes
the situation of the Gentleman at I, who now

occupies the centre to commence the Reel.
1
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N.B. In this Reel, if continued, the persons may if they
please, take the centre alternately, beginning at E and con-

tinuing to I Cand D.

This Figure, though it appears difficult, is easy to per-
form it is merely a common hey with the Lady at A and
Gentlemen at E C, and the other Gentleman has only to

cross quickly between them as they pass.

This Reel will take a tune repeated in long measure, as
the Morpheth Rant, Fisher’s Hornpipe, or a tune in short
measure twice played through with repeats. The heying
and crossing over will take the first strain .., the setting
in the centre will take another strain =, hands round and
back again will take the first strain of the second part -,
‘and the leading under to places will take another strain =,
“which will repeat the second part and finish the Reel.
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Reel of six.
To be danced by three Ladies.and three Gentlemen.

A B C
& o 0

The Gentlemen and Ladyat A'B C join hands,
the Ladies and Gentleman at D E F join hands,
and all meet at a b ¢ and foot it to each other,
then returnto their original placesand foot again :
the Lady at B then strikes the hey with the é
at F and Gentleman at C; the GGentleman at:
at the same time strikes the hey with the Ladyat
D and Gentleman at A ; they then hands three
round and back, top and bottom, then hey top
and bottom, and the Reel is complete.

N.B. This Reel will take the same length of music as
the New Reel of Five, the advancing, setting, and retreat-
ing will take a strain in long measure -, beying will

another strain, which will be the first strain -
Hands three round top and bottom will take the strain
of the second part -, and the heying top and bottom will
repeat the sccond strain =, am% finish the Reel. :
1 2
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Another Reel of six.
To be danced by three Ladics and threc Gentlemen.
FIG. L.

-
ll".‘
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The Gentleman at B moves in the direction 5,
beys with the Lady and Gentleman at g A, and
falls in at 5; at the same time the Ladyat A
moves in the direction d and heys with the Gen-
tleman and Lady at ¢ f and falls inat c.
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FIG. 1L
=

The Lady at ¢ moves in the direction a, heys
with the Gentlemen at ge, and falls into her
former situation at A ; while the Gentleman at
b moves in the line.d, heys with the Ladies at
k f, and falls in at. his former situationat B;
the Lady at A sets alternately to the two Gen-
tlemen, and the Gentleman at B to the Ladies,
and the Chain-Figure six round, which finishes
the Reel. o '

N.B. Thiswill take the same length of music as the other
Reels of Six. . The heying will take the first strain =, then
the heying back again will take another strain, which will
be the first strain repeated =, the setting will take a strain
of the second part 2, and the Chain-Figure will take
another stmm =, which will repeat the second strain, and
finish the Reel,

1 3
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Another Reel of six.

To be danced by three Ladies and three Gentlemen,

B C

& 5 &

| 8 .F‘ D

The Lady and Gentleman at C D, at A F,
and B E, swing with the right hand, then with
the left ; the Lady at F heys with the Gentle-
men at D E, while the Gentleman at A heys
with the Ladies at B C: the Ladyat F then sets
to the Genilemen at E D alternately, and the
Gentleman at A to the Ladies at B C, they then
hands six round and back again, which finishes
the Reel. '

N.B. This will take the same length of music as the
former Reel of Six. The swinging with right and left
hands will take a strain in long measure ~., the heying will
take another strain, which will be the first strain ted
=, the setting will take the first part of the second strain
., and hands six round and back will take another strain,
which will repeat the second part =, and finish the Reel



i OF THE

FORM, -CONSTRUCTION, .

AND

ARRANGEMENT

OF AN

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE,

AND THE .
GENERAL USES AND QUALITIES

Figures.
———

Tae lengths, forms, and names, of all the
several individual Figures being shewn by ‘the
Diagrams, and also the situations of comwenéing
and finishing, together with the number of per-
sons necessarily employed in each Figure: it.
will next be shewn the learner, the manner in.
which different Figures are- selected, joimed
together, and applied to the music, in the com-
g?sitinn of Country Dances, the number of

iguresand their lengthsrequired ineach Dance,
and in what manner they may be diversified, so -
as to render them short and easy, or long, dif-’
ficult, and complex ; and alsa the useand quality "
of all Figures, that the Dancer may arrange, .
compose, call, and perform Country Pances,
with facility and correctness. ' S
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AN ENGLISII COUNTRY DANCE,

May be formed of and performed by an almost
innumerable number of persons, (not less than
six) and should properly always consist of an
equal number of Liadies and Gentlemen,* formed
into couples as partners, and placed in tworows
or straight lines opposite to and parallel with
each other :t the one consists of Ladies, termed
the Ladies’ line; and the other of Gentlemen,
termed the Gentlemen’s line, generally placed
in the direction of from the top to the bottom
of the Room, which forms the “ GENERAL SgT,”
(vide the ¢ plan of a Country Dance.”’)

The Lop of the Dance or set, that is, from
whence the Danee commences, is always on the

“right hand of the Lady, and left of the Gentle-
man, when on their proper sides. W here the
form and size of the room admits, a Dance may
be construed or set up four different ways, (vide
¢ plan of a Country Dance.”)

DISTANCE OF STANDING, &ec.
The proper distance of the lines formed: by

- * Tt frequently occurs, that Gentlemen become. placed
on the Ladies’ side, and Ladies on the Gentlemen’s side,
which onght to be avoided (except where there are not an
equal - number of Ladies and Eernﬂemen present) as it
destroys the appearance of the construciion of the Dance,
and tends to produce mistakes in the performance of the
Figures. particularly with those persons not thoroughly
acquainted with the Figure of the Dance.

.7 An English Couniry Dance differs from any other
known Daoce in form and constroction, except the
Ecossoise and Quadrille Couutry Dances, as most others
composed of a number of persons, are either round,
octagon, circular, or angular. The pastoral Dances on
the stage, approximate the nearest to English Country
Dances, being forred long-ways; and to shew that the
number of persons ‘beyond six is unlimited, the old Pab-
lishers .of Country Dances marked ever each tune—* To
stand long-ways for as many as will.”
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the Ladies and Gentlemen from each other 1s
about four feet and a half, and the distance of
the respective EﬂuFIEE from each other is about
two feet and a half.

The proper distance and the keeping of the
lines truly parallel is necessary to the correct
performaunce of the Figures, every person in the
set having thereby an opportunity of 1=:~+a.*z=in§'l the
various evolutions of the Figure performed by
the leading couples, which very frequently proves
of the greatest utility to those persons in the
Dance unacquainted with the Figures, and pre-
vents the confusion that would otherwise occur,

Should the company be numerous, or the
room not of sufficient length to admit the whole
of the persons to stand up in one Set, they maﬂ
be arranged and formed according to the widt
of the room, into other Sets parallel with each
other, (vide *“ Plan of a Country Danee,” and
the article “* Divisions or Sets,”’)and numbered
in succession, Set 1, Set2, &c. ; or distinguished
by letters, as Set A, Set B, &c.*

- These divisions. may be considered as a part
of the first Set, being properly a continuation of
that Set, formed into divisions merely for the
sake of convenience.

The privileges and relative connexions of them
are explained under their proper head.

In performing the Dance, the. couples, by
changing situations, lose the original name or
character attached to them, and acquire another,

* It frequently occurs that so many Sets or divisions are
formed in the same room, that the Dancers are thereby
deprived of the means of preserving the proper distances
in the Dance, and the beauty and effect in the Dance from
. the crowded situation. of the couples becomes entirely lost,
it bgi;;“impuiliihle' that either Figures or Steps can be per-
‘formed to advantage. : e



154 THE (CMPLETE SYSTEM OF

according to the situation they become placed in;
or the operative prirciple of the Dance. :

The technical names or characters attached
to the respective couples occur in every Country
Dance, are perinanent in certain situations, and
the names of many of the Figures are derived
from them. The learner must therefore under-
stand them ’ere he can be supposed properly to
cennect and apply them in the formation of a
Country Dance. The principal of them are
the ‘¢ Minor Set,” the ¢ leading couple,” the
‘“ neutral couple,” the *‘ auxiliary couple,” the
“top,”  bottom,” and * central couples,”’ or
% first,” ¢ second,” and * third couples.”

THE MINOR SET,

Is formed of three couples, which are sufficient
for the performance of any Country Dance
Figure, constituting of themselves a perfect Set;
so that every three couples in a §Ener&] Set per-
forming a Figure within themselves, is properly
terma(f a minor Set, having a top, bottom, and
central couples, enabling them to perform every
Figure from every given situation in the Dance:
they are formed and varied by the progressive
motion of the Dance, and are more or less
numerous, according to the number of persons
composing the Dance, (vide the Table shewing
the progressive motion of a Country Dance.)
For instance, a general Set, consisting of thirt

couples,* (the Dance being in full action) will
contain ten minor Sets, e “ minor Set’” may
be formed of any part of the * general or whole
Set,” where it shall occur, that the leading or

* i e If the neutral couple bé incladed in the minor
Set; if not, it will contain but seven tainor Sets (vide
“ neutral couple,” and the * plan of a Couniry Dance.™)
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top* couple of the minor Set have two couples
below, viz. a second and a third couple to act
with them, or where the leading couple are per--
forming a Figure in the centre; in which case,
the couples forming the minor Set are differently
termed, the leading couple being called the
central; the third, the bottom ; and the couple
who stand secdnd at the commencement of the
Figure will be the first or top couple, thereby
losing their original names or characters imme-
diately the l&ad?ing couple perform a progressive
Figure. '

en - the leading couple is at the top, the
second couple is properly the centralt couple;
(yet it never assumes that name,) being reserved
for the leading couple, when they in .the per-
formance of the Figure occupy the place of the
second couple, who consequently become the
top couple, and therefore, when the central
couple is named, the lendinﬁ couple alluded to
are acting in the centre. The third couple be-
come the bottom couple, immediately on the
leading couple becoming the central one, and
perform any Figure or Figures required from
that situation; the minor-Set thereby having
a top, central, and bottom couple. en-the
appellations of * the Lady and Gentleman,” are
made use of in a minor Set, the leading couple,

* When first, second, and third couples, or top, centre,
and bottom, are mentioned, the Dancer should be acquaint-
ed as to which of the two they should belong (the |
or minor Set) or he will be otherwise misled. In the
general Set, numerical order is regulated accordi
as tbeimgirm out at the calling up of the Damce;
top and bottom only relale to the top and bottom couples:
of the Daoce or general Set. = . AR s

+ Some minor Sets have no nominal central couple.
Such are those that finish the Figure with a progressive
one, aud have no Figure petformed from the centre by the
leading couple. ' S il
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whether at top, centre, or bottom, dre signified
to be alluded to, if no other Lady or Gentleman
are otherwise particularly named.

LEADING COUPLE,

Is the couple going down the Dance; and there
will be as many leading couples as minor Sets
in ‘a Dance, so that a Dance of sixty couples
would have twenty leading couples, the Dance
being in full activity.

AUXILIARY COUPLES,

Are those couples in a minor Set that assist the
leading couplein the performance of the Figures,
either actively or inactively. Some minor Sets
contain one, others two; but no Dance can
be formed without one. Their numbers are
governed by the direction of the Figures, and
the couples they employ or require in their
performance, W hen a Dance contains but one
- auxiliary couple, it will be composed of Figures,
that in their performance require and employ
the Jeading and second couple onl z, or contain
a neutral couple within the minor Set, hence the
second :’:uupﬂa beconies the auxiliary couple,
whether active or inactive: and every Dance
containing a Figure or Figures employing a
whole minor Set, or by any means connecting
. themselves with the bottom or third couples,
and the néutral tuug:le being the fourth or couple
below, the minor Set will have two auxiliary
couples, active or inactive, according to the
nature of the Figures. ' i
. There are some individual Figures, that in
their performance. do not require an auxiliary
couple,. such .as ¢ allemande,” ¢ turn your
pariner,” &c.; but every Dance must contain
ong at least,as no one can be performed without
a progressive Figure, requiring for its perform-
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ance the second couple. The third couple may
be an auxiliary one at one part of the Figure,
and not at another ; but whenever it is employed
or r%:ired, it is considered as belonging to
~ the nce, the second couple being. always
auxiliary.
ACTIVE AUXILIARY COUPLES,

Are those couples that actively assist the lead-
ing couple in the performance of the Figures,
as “right and left,” “ set and change sides,”
“ hey,”" *¢hands six round,” &c. where the
Figure of the Dance cannot be performed with-
out the active assistance of the othér couple or
couples; for were they to remain stationary, the
Figure could not be completely performed.
A-ﬁhnce ‘mway contain either one or two, or be
composed of nactive auxiliary couples, accord-
ing to the nature of the Figures of which it may
be composed, (vide the Diagrams, and the Table,
shewing how the Figures employ the couples,
"and where they begin and end.) In *“Sir David
Hunter Blair,”* single Figure, there will be
one active auxiliary couple, which will be in
¢ get and hands across and back again.” In
“ Nancy Dawson™t there will be two active
auxiliary couples employed in the Figure,
¢ hey.” e

INACTIVE AUXILIARY COUPLES,

Are those couples which, although auxiliary
couples, and required in the performance of the
Figure, yet remain stationary and inactive during
the performance of the Figure; as in.‘ whole
Figure at top,”” ¢ cast off two couple,” *“ whole
Figure on your own sides,” through top
and botftom,” &c. ~A Dance may contain either

# See Companion to-the Ball Room. . + Ibid.
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one or two, or be composed of active omes,
according to the selection of the Figures. In
¢ the Campbell’s are coming,”* single Figure,*
but ene auxiliary couple is required (which 1is
inactive) to the performance of the progressive
Figure, and employing only the leading couple.
Inthe ©“ Rakish Highlandman,”’{ (single Figure)
there are two inactive auxiliary couples.

NEUTRAL COUPLES.

A neutral couple is an inactive couple, and
divides the minor Sets, by its being the fourth or
couple below a minor Set; yet it is sometimes
the third or bottom couple of and included in
the minor Set, and is constituted, lg affording
space, to prevent confusion in the Dance, too
frequently occasioned by the Figures interfer-
ing and becoming entangled with each other.
Those are neutral couples to which no Figure
extends.

When the Dance is in foll activity, the number
of neutral couples will be in proportion to the
number of minor Sets contained therein, whether
included in the minor Set or below it.

A 'Dance, consisting of thirty couples, the
neutral couple included in the minor Set, will
contain ten neutral couples; but if the neutral
couple be the fourth, or couple below the
minor Set, then the Dance will contain but seven
minor Sets, with seven neutral couples attached
to themadditionally (vide ¢ the plan of a Country
Dance.”) Every minor Set must have a neutral
couple,- either included in it, or attached to it.
When -the neutral couple is included in the
minor Set, it is always formed of the third or
bottom couple, - :

The constituting of the neutral couple depends

* See Companion to the Ball Room.  t Ibid. I Ibid.
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entirely on the Fligures employed in the Dance;
as all those Fligures which employ the whele of
the minor Set constitute the fourth or couple
below it, the neutral couple; and those which
employ only the leading and second couple, con-
stitute the third or bottom couple of the minor
Set, the neutral cnu?l-e. In the performance of
“ speed the plough,”* either single or double
Figure, the fourth or couple below the minor
Set would be the neutral one; the whole of the
minor Set being employed in one of the Figures.
In the ¢ Haunted Tower,” single Figure, the
neutral couple is included in the minor Set, as
the Figure only employs two couples out of the
minor Set.

The above examples, it is trusted, will be
found sufficient.

SETS, OR DIVISIONS OF THE DANCE.

A Dance is formed into different Sets or divi-
sions when the company are too numerous for
one Set, not only thata greater variety of calls
may be had, but also .to prevent the fatigue
occasioned by the too grea'tgen h of a Set.

Therefore, when the room will admit, and the
company are sufficiently numerous, they may be
di?iggd into different Sets or divisions, and
giaced in parallel lines at a convenient distance

rom each other, having respectively the top of
the Set at the same end or part of the room :
they may be distinguished from each other, by
numerical figures or letlers, as Set 1, or Set A,
Set 2, or Set B, &ec. | e

Notwithstanding that.they all branch’ from
Set 1 or A, and are properly but a continuation
of ‘that Set forméd into divisions dccording to

* See Companion (o the Bail Room.
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room, yet they have their respective privileges
respecting the ¢* calls,”” Set 1 or A call the first
Dance.; Set 2 0. B the second; Set 3 or C the
third, &c. Should there be no more than three
Sets, after the call of Set 8 or C, the call goes
back to Set | or A, and No. 2, in the Set calls
the fourth Dance; then No.2 in Set 2 or B the
- fifth Dance, &c. -Whatever Dance is called,
and in which ever Set, the other Sets are
governed by its respective tune and Fligure,
thus; if Set C has the call, Sets A and B must
consult them respecting the Figure, and perform
it precicely in the same manner; any alteration
or deviation being considered as a mark of dis-
respect to the Lady who calls the Dance. The
manner of forming these Sets or divisions may
be seen by the * Plan of a Country Dance.”
In forming them, they must be divided as equally
as possible with respect to the number of the
couples, that the respective Sets may finish the
Dance as nearly as possible at the same time.
The Ladies heing each furnished with a ticket,
bearing the name of the Set to which they
belong, with the number thereon, inscribed ac-
cording to their situation in the Dance, as A
No. 1, B No. 2, &c.: should place them in a
conspicuous part of their dress to prevent dis-

putes respecting places, (vide * the etiquette of
the Ball Room.” As ,

COUNTRY DANCE FIGURES,

Are of various forms and lengths, and take the
Dancer in various directions (shewn by the
Diagrams) before they can be of use in the
systematic composition of a Dance, the lengths
of all the individual Figures must be shewn,
and their application to the music, and also the
difference between long and short Figures.
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LONG AND SHORT FIGURES.

For the convenience of the Dancer in the a
plication of the Figures to the music, and for the
use of the Tables for setting Country Dance
Figures, all the different Figures, as far as re-
gards their length, are brought under two heads,
“ long,” and * short Figures;” of which there
are several qualities enumerated and treated on
under their respective heads.

LONG TIGURES,*

In their performance and application to the music
occupy a strain of eight bars, in long measure;
ﬂl?’ are as nearly as possible of the same length,
and occupy the same time in their performance,
whether .wholly composed. of Figure or move-
ment, or whether a part consists of * setting,”
as, for instance, * hey on your own sides,”” con-
sists entirely of Figure movement; and “ set
and change sides,” of balf Figure and half sett.
ing, yet both are performed in the same time.

hen a Dance is wholly composed of long
Figures, a Figure is required to each strain of
long measure, as a tune of three strains long
measure would require three long Figures, (vide
the Tables) either with or without setting, as
may best ‘suit the nature of the. Dance, or the
taste of the company. :

Long Figures are so named, from their re-
quiring a strain of music in long measure, which.
is the longest that should be used in Dances
(vide the article “strains :”") theyare the lungest
also that can be applied to the use of the Tables
for the systematic composition of Figures.

Long Figures are adapted for different uses

* Wholeand long Figures are deemed the same; yet
they widely differ from cach other (vide whole Figures.)
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in the Dance, and receive additional names, from
the different situations in which theyare per-
formed in the Dance; shewn in long Figures,
performed at top, in the centre, and at bottom,
(6fany minor Set) and long progressive Figures.

- SHORT FIGURES,

Are as nearly as may be one half of the length*
of the long Figures, and require in their per-
formance to the music, 2 whole strain of short, or
half a strain of long measure. Their names are
given, in the list or class of short or half Figures
being both included in the same list; and the
direction they take in the Dance is shewn in the
Diagrams. When these Figures are applied,
two are substituted for a long one, which are
frequently applied to give variety and complexity
to the Dance.t 'These Figures may be applied
either at the top, bottom, or in the centre, of a
minor Set.

Short Figures, although only half the length
of long"Figures, are perfect (with the exception
of short progressive Figures) ending where they
begin, and have no setting attached to them,

ome ‘‘ half Figures’’ have setting attached
to them ; and in this respect differ from short
Figures, (vide ¢ half Figures.”) :

A Dance may be composed wholly of short
Figures (vide the chapter on the ¢ Composition
of Country Dances,” and the Dance, entitled,
the ¢ Calﬁdunian Rant,”’) contained in the
‘¢ Companion to the Ball Room,” composed of
four short Figures. '

* Half Figures are of the same lengih, but used
differently.

t Shortand half Figures were formerly very much used
in the composition of Dances. In the old Dance books
muLDan:es are composed wholly, or nearly so, of short
and half Pigures, torender the I{anm complex and dif-
ficult in their performance,
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Formerly, when proper steps were not gene-
rally applied to the performance of the Figure,
it was the custom to dividle and sub<divide
Figures; but, to render them systematically
applicable to the strains of Country Dance
music, in short and long measure, only one divi-
sion has been made in those Figures adapted to
the useof the Tables; the long or whole I'Eigures

uiring a strain of long measure ; the short or
half requiring only fuu:gbu's, or half a strain of
long, or a strain of short unrepeated.

IRREGULAR FIGURES,

Are those Figures, that in their application to
the Dance either leave the performer on the
wrong or opposite side, or below the third or.
bottom couple of a minor Set. They ave of dif-
ferent lengths: some have setting attached to.
them, and some are progressive Kigures; but,
as they cannot be included in the Tables to be
of any utility, their lengths, uses, and properties,
are explained in a separate chapter.

UNSYSTEMATICAL OR DOUBLE LONG FIGURES. e

This class of Figures receive their name from
their being double or twice the length of those
called long Figures; they require twice the
length of music in their performance, viz: a
strain of long measure repeated, or two strains
played straight through. They cannot be
divided ; and are therefore not included in the
Tables. Some of . them require setting, and
some are progressive, as may be seen by the
Diagrams. '.lEI::ir uses and application to the
Dance are shewn in a separate chapter, to which_
the learner's attention will be necessary'to their
acquirement.
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WHOLE FIGURES.

The terms, * whole” and “long Figures,”
are generally confused with each other, havin
been considered as the same ; though they have
quite a different meaning, there being short
whole Fligures, and long whole Figures. The
term “ whole Figure,” does not relate to the
length of the Figure so named, but to their
being themselves finished, perfect, and indivisi-
ble, gi}eginning and ending in the same place.
These Figures are of different lengths : ¢ whole
Figure at top” requires double the music for its
performance to either ‘ allemande,” or “ right
and left;”# yet they are all whole Figures.

To prevent as much as possible any confusion
calculated to mislead the Dancer, the different
Figures are separated; notwithstanding, had a
great many of the short Figures been classed
with those under the head long Figures (except

the progressive onest) they might together have
been termed “ whole Figures.’g;h =

HALF FIGURES.

Are portions of certain long or whole Figures
divided into halves, and followed by a different
Figure, instead of completing the long or whole
Figure, and are therefore named ¢¢ half Figures.”

'hose long Figures that have been divided,
and from which the half Figuresare taken, are
generally termed whole Figures, and may be
danced - as “ whole or perfect Figures,” or

* These last mentioned are always arranged in the class
of short Figures; although they might be termed whole
Figures, as lhey are perfect in themseives. :

The pr:frmirc Figures are an exception to this rule,
as they should always be considered as long aud short, not
ending where they begin, although * ‘l'hgl'E." and * half
poussette,” bear a different name.
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divided into half Figures, at the pleasure of the
Dancer; - there being whole Figures at top,
bottom, on your own sides, and half Figures,
bearing the same names formed out of them;
they are generally applied to give variety and
complexity to the Dance in their performance ;
as they leave the Dancer on the wrong side,
they cannot be used in the Tables: but their
uses are fully explained in the class of irregular
Figures, to which they belong.

he same time is required in their performance
as in the short Figures, viz. a strain of short
measure unrepeated, or half a strain, or four
bars of long measure.

PROGRESSIVE FIGURES,

Are those Figures, which in their performance
- leave the Dancers or leading couple in the second

couple’s place, every time t%e Figure is finished,
(vide the ¢ progressive movement, and the
chapter annexed of a Country Dance.”) The
long and short progressive Figures are given in
lists for the use of the Tables; and also with
the irregular Figures, some of them taking the
Dancer two couple down instead of one, and
therefore cannot be used in the Tables. " They
arean indispensable class of Figures,asno Dance
whatever can be performed without one; either
short or long. . Tﬁey are always performed from
or at the top of a minor set, but never bring the
Dancer back to the situation from which they
are taken ; they are therefore called Progressive
Figures, their performance bringing the top
couple progressively to the bottom of the Dance,
by gaining a couple every time the Figure is
performed ; thus, in a Set of twenty couples,
nineteen progressive Figures must be performed
to bring the top couple of the general Set-to the
bottom of the Bance. .
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FIGURES WITH SETTING ATTACHED TO THEM.

"Those Figures to which setting isattached, derive
their name partly from the movement and partly |
from the setting, the setting is generally men-
tioned first: as “ set and change sides,” ¢ set
contrary corners,” ¢ set and balf rightand left,”
&c. The Figure employs but half the time
allowed in the music, and the séiting the other
half, (except where Irish steps are used, then the
setting takes up three-fourths, and the Figure
one-fourth.) The principal Figures to which
setfing steps are attached, may be seen by the
Diagrams; and list of old Figures, as they
employ the persons in the Dance where they are
marked by a star [*].

LISTS OR CLASSES OF FIGURES FOR THE USE OF
THE TABLES.

Of which there are six, three classes of long and
three of short. Four of the classes begin at top,
two of long and two short Figures, as long
Figures performed at top that end where they
begin, and long progressive Figures that end in
the second couple’s place; short Figures, that
end where -they heFin, and short progressive
Figures, and two classes of Figures in or from
the centre that end where they begin, one long
and one short : .they are all collected into lists
of the same length, from whence they are se-
lected. The Tablesaredivided into six columns,
each corresponding in title with one of the six
classes, which contain under the same head all
the Figures of the same length and performed
from the same place: these Figures are not only
collected for the use of the Tables, but to pre-
sent at one view the length and places from and

in which they are performed, and the use of all
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the Figures in the System, (except the unsys-
tematical ones) and how many Figures may be
set to any Country Dance tune, and in what
varieties. These classes do not contain any of
the New Figures, or the unsystematical or ‘rre-
gular Figures, which are to be found under their
respective heads.

MOTION AND PROGRESSION OF THE DANCE.

The Dance being constructed, the Figure Set,
&c. the music properly adapted thereto must be
selected and played to put the Dance in motion ;
the action and progressive motion in the per-
formance of the Dance must be understood, in
order that every person in it may move pro-
gressively towards the bottom and the top re-
gularly, that equal opportunity may be afforded
to each, to perform their respective parts.

The top couple of the general Set commence
the Dance, and -after performing the various
Figures set to the tnre, finish a couple nearer
the bottom; and the second couple will by
moving, become the top couple. The Dance
commences again, and the leading couple each
time the Figure is repeated will progressively
gain a couple towards the bottom, and will re-
peat or perform the Figure as many times as
there are couples standing up in the Set, not
being permitted to gain more than one couple
towards the bottom each time they finish the
Figure, but obliged to gain one couple to pre-
serve the progressive motion of the Dance. The
progressive movement does not alone belong to
the leading couple, but to all persons composing
the Dance, either in moving a couple up or
down, as all the couples %Diug down the Dance
progressively gain a couple towards the bottom
every time the Figure is performed, and all the
other couples forming the Set will at the same
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time progressively move up a couple towards the
to F the Dam:e,iu that tl?e: whnlg of the couples
in the Set change their situation every time the
Figure is performed.

As soon as the top couple can form a minor
Set, that is. as soon as the leading couple or
couples going down the Dance have gone down
three couples, or performed the Figure three
times, then the couple left at the top of the
general Set, or of any minor Set, only then each
couple will, accordingly as they stand in rotation
in tl[:e Dance, become successively the top couple,
and so on, till all the couples forming the Set
have in succession (what is termed) * gone down
the Dance,” and the couple that stood at the
bottom at the bEgiﬂlliIIE of the Dance has pro-
gressively ¢ worked up” to the top, and after-
wards gone down three couple; then the couple
that cj!ed the Dance begin again, and go down
within three couples of the bottom, which will
finish the Dance. The couple that called the
Dance stand at the bottom for the next Dance.
The progressive movement is shewn by the
Table, entitled “ the progressive movement of
a Country Dance.”

OF JOINING OR CONNECTING FIGURES.

The uses, names, and characters used and rela-
tive to 2 minor Set, and the method of perform-
ing each individual Figure, with their lengths,
&c. as applied to the different parts of the
Dance' and to the music, being known te the
learner, he will be able to join and connect
Figures together so as to form a Dance. The
smallest number of Figures that can be em-
ployed in the formation of a Dance is two. The
quantity of Figures either in length or number
depends on the music to which they are set;
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the number of Figures is governed by the
number of strains, (vide the Tables shewing the
number of Figures that may be set to any tune
adapted to Country Dancing.) Whether the
strains of the music are repeated or not, and
how many times repeated in long measure, con-
‘stitute what is termed single or double Figure.
Treble Figures may be set by repeatinz the
strains or playing them straight through. When
short or half Figures are set to strains of long
measure,* great attention must be paid to the
playing of the music, two being required to one
strain, one of which must end, and the other
begin in the middle of the strain; frequently
where there is little or no accent in the music to
Euide the Dancer; the time must however be
“kept, and the Figures joined together on the
proper note, without any hesitation or innova-
tion on the time. A perfect knowledge must be
had of the beginning and ending of every strain,
and their number, to enable the learner properly
to begin, end, and join Figures in time and
place, also of what JFi res every Dance re- -
quires, or will admit of, either long or short,
and how to blend them together, so as to pro-
duce either short and easy, long or complex
Figures, single or double, to suit their own
taste, or to accommodate the talent of the com-
any. ' There is no resting in the Dance for the
rea ing couple, till they get to the bottom, and
the music 1s the only guide for the beginnin
and ending of every individual Figure, as we
as the Figure of the Dance; however great a_
number of individual Figures it may contain,
they must all be united and connetted together,
so as to lose the appearance of many parts being

# Short measure is better adapted to short or half
Figures, as the Figures end with the strains.



170 THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OF

connected, and produce that of one true mathe-
matical Figure. A knowledge of the steps and
their divisions, as applicable to the musi¢, is
also necessary to be known and attended to.

ALTERATIONS IN THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
FIGURES.

Many of the old names have been so perverted,
as to convey quite a different meaning to what
they ought, tending greatly to mislead the
Dancer. The names of such Figures have been
corrected in this work ; and where the originals
have not been given, such as are applicable to
their form or use have been substituted.

OF SELECTING FIGURES, AND APPLYING THEM
TO THE DANCE.

. In the selecting of Figures from the classes
for the use of the Tables, it is necessary that a
knowledge should be had of their various effects
in the Dance, notwithstanding that many of them
are of the same length, and performed from the
same situation in a minor Set, yet they have a
different appearance in the Dance, and though
" directed at, or from the top, are yet not so well
adapted to the commencement of the Dance : it
is the same with Figures adapted to the conclu-
sion of the Dance. Care should be taken, not
to choose all such Figures as bear too great a
similarity in appearance to each other, either in
form or effect, or such Kigures that only employ
the leading couple, (unless there be particular
reason) the other couples being consequently
unemployed, render it irksome to them, particu-
larly 1f the Set be numerous. One reason for
their being introduced has been, that the com-
pany generally being bad Dancers, and not un-
derstanding Figures, they have been chosen, to
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enable the couple calling the Dance to display
their abilities; and by thus preventing confu-
sion in the Dance, have been in no danger of
having their exclusive evolutions broken into, or
spoiled, through the inability of others, they
belvn‘g little more than silent spectators. L

hen a company consist of tolerably good
Dancers, they EEﬂljd be so united as to give
activity and emplh{'ment to the company, ac-
cording to the length of the music.

A Dance ought not to be wholly composed of
circular Figures, as they tend to excite giddi-
ness in the i)ancers, and produce a sameness of
appearance. When a Dance is intended to be
rendered difficult and complex, let it be com-
posed principally of short or half Figures, set to
tunes in long measure ; there being little or no
accent in this measure for the direction of the
joining of the Figures. To enable good Dancers
to display their abilities, choose principally
those Wigures having steps attached to them.

Tunes in ; time, are those that bad Dancers
most fear, as they seldom have any steps pro-
perly adapted thereto. Slow music also tends
to expose bad Dancers. The most difficult
Figures for indifferent Dancers to perform, are
¢ ﬁight and Left,”” ¢ Set and half Rightand
Left,” “chain Figure six round,” and ¢ four
round,” ¢ swing with right hand round one
couple, then with the left,” ¢ set contrary cor-
ners,”’ &c. &c. Therefore, when a Dance 1s
called to be performed amongst indifferent
Dancers, such ought to be avoided, to prevent
confusion. Double, and even treble Ki

should be practised by the learner; but not
called, unless in companies of good Dancers.
In selecting the Figures for a Dance, it is not
advisable to take too many for one class, or of
those performed from nn; situation ; but to take

K
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somc from each, and give them as much variety
as the length of the tune and the talent of the

‘company will admit.

IN THE PERFORMANCE OF A COUNTRY DANCE-

The following particulars will be necessary to be
attended to, in addition to the foregoing remarks
and directions, to promote good order, and pre-
serve sociability and pleasant amusement, which
a Country Dance is so capable of affording to
those composing it. 'I'he persons who take upon
themselves the

CALLING OF THE DANCE,

Should possess the necessary requisites for per-
forming the duty they may have to execute, in
setting the company an example, and directing
them (when required) in the performance of the
Dance. Such a Dance should be called, as they
thoroughly understand, and are able to perform
with facility. When part of the company are
indifferent Dancers, the persons forming the
Dance should be EI:fEEIZEd and placed according
to their talent and knowledge of Dancing ; the
best couples at and near the top, that by their

erformance the others may become instructed
in the Figure, previous to their having to lead
off, otherwise 1t frequently happens, that the
Dance is obliged to be changed.

CROWDING TO THE TOP,

Is too frequently practised, and should be pre-
vented by those whose province it may be to see
that due respect is paid to the person calling the
Dance; it being impossible to perform the
Figure. of the Dance with effect, or correctly,
when the couples stand too near to each other.
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SILENCE IN THE DANCE

Should invariably be observed; but it too fre-
quently occurs, that one halfof the persons com-
posing the Dance are in conversation on subjects
generaily unconnected with the Dance ; their
attention so frequently required in the Dance,
not only thereby becomes diverted, but the
music, which is the guide for the Dancer, is
prevenied from being distinctly heard.

ATTENTION TO THE FIGURE.

While the Figure is performing, it is requi-
site for every person in the Dance to observe,
whether any nF the Figures require their atten-
tion and assistance for the performance of the
Figures according to the number of couples it
may require ; otherwise, for want of proper at-
tention, part of the music becomes lost, and the
musicand Figure cannot then be finished together
without much bustle, as the music must not wait
on the Dancers, but the Dancers perform the

Figures and steps as properly adapted thereto:

PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS,

When ¢ lead down the middle, up in,”’
“ whole pousette,” “swing with rightaﬁlndu
round one couple,” &c, are performed, aiten-
tion to the music is necessary, as the couples
must move up to the leading couple’s place, as
they progressively move down, keep the proper
distance between the couples, and give the lead-
ing couple room to perform the succeeding
Figures, or to commence the Dance again. [See

¢ the progressive motion ;fa Country Dance.”)
K
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OF PERFORMING FIGURES WITHIN THEIR PRO-
PER COMPASS.

As three couples constitute a Country Dance,
as to number of persons, the Kigures are so
composed as to be kept within their distance of
standing. A great error, committed by many
persons, particularly to be avoided, s, that a
couple in * going down the middle,” and ¢ cast
off two couple,” instead of confining themselves
to the distance of three couple, frequently cx-
tend the Figures beyond six couples, and con-
sequently interfere with the preceding couples.

FINISHING THE FIGURES IN THEIR PROPER
PLACES,

‘Whatever Figureis performed, should be finished
in its proper place before another is commenced ;
the rEguEtrity of the Dance must otherwise be
completely destroyed. The progressive Figure
should be finished in the centre; and those at
top, &c. that bring the Dancer back to the same
place, should finish in the straight line with the
other couples, always observing to finish the
Figure with the last note of the music.

SINGLE AND DOUBLE FIGURES,

Are terms used to express the quantity of Kigure
required in a Country Dance ; and these depend
invariably on the respective air to which they are
danced. ,

A single Figure is the smallest quantity of
Figure that can possibly be selected in one por-
tion (or, according to the usual term, Sef) to
the tune ; single Figures can only be performed
to short measure repeated, or to strains of long
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measure not repeated. To constitute what is
termed a pouBLE F1GURE, several Figures must
be placed together equal to twice the number or
quantity required for a single Figure; and the
music, to admit of a double Figure, must be re-
peated in long measure, or played twice straight
through ; and in short measure, will require to
be played twice through with repeats, as may be
seen by the examples which are §i1ren under the
head of long and short measure.

——

% See the chapter on Country Dance music.



INTRODUCTION

TO

’Ebz_- use of the Tables.

— e —

It has been endeavoured, in the following
pages, to arrange as methodically as possible aﬁ
the various classes of OLp Ficures used in
Country Dancing, (except the irregular and un-
systematical Figures, which will be found under
‘their respective heads, scparately explained.
Distinct lists are also given of the Figures con-
tained in each class, the arrangement of the
new Figures will be found under their proper
heads for the purpose of enabling the learner to
apply the different Figures to all the different
times and measures ui5 all the various Country
Dance tunes, They will be found arranged
under separate heads, according to their respee-
tive lengths, uses, proprieties, and situation, 1n
or from the situations in which they are per-
formed in the Dance, as a preparatory step to
the study of the Tables, which direct their for-
mation into Dances, that every possible assist- '
ance miﬁht be afforded to persons composing or
setting Figures to Country Dances,



ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 177

Long Figures performed at or from tha top.

LONG FIGURES,

Performed at, or from the top, that end
where they begin.

Aru the Figures in this class derive their
names from their comparative lengths with the
other Figures, and the situations from which
they are performed in the Dance, which is from
or at the lop of any minor Set, by any leadi
couple, [ See the ““ plan of a Country Dance,”’ H'I;ﬁ
the article “ motion and progression of a Country
Dance,” and also the plate of the progressive
motion,] The new Figures of the same length
will be found classed together.

Each of these Figures in their performance
* to the musie will take a strain of eight bars, in
long meadure, or a strain of four bars repeated,
in short measure Were the Fifur&s in this
list to which * Serting” is attached, as “ set
and change sides,” ¢ set and half right and
left,”” &ec. to be performed without the setting,
they would require but one half| or four bars of
the music, for their performance, and would then
be constituted short Figures. Hence arises the
impropriety of perfurmm%. them without setting.
These Figures never ought, nor have they from
the earliest authorities been, divided in any
way, to be performed without the setting (except
by persons totally unacquainted with the System,
which is the summum bonum of English Countr
Dancing.) ¢ Set and change places* and hanK

* It is the same with several Figurﬂ performed from the
cenire, as ** set mln.lg corners,” *“ set three across,” **set
threc in your places,” &c. The whole of the half Figures; -
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again,”’ whichis termed ““sez and change places;”
and “ cross over two couple,’ termed * cross
over one couple,” are the only two long Figures
in the System proper to be divided ; and when
divided, are used as short progressive Figures

See the list of short progressive Figures; | and

r “ cross over one couple,” [the irregular
Fiﬁ'l.lrﬂﬂ.]

y consulting the Tables, which shew what
Dumber and length of Figures may be used to
all the various tunes of different lengths, times,
and measures, the method of using all the long
Figures contained in the list may be easily ac-
quired. They are as follow—

Cast oﬁ" two couple and back again.

Set and change sides with second couple, set and back
again. .

Hands across with second couple quite round and back.
Set and hands across half round, and back again.

Whole Figure at top, or round second couple.

Hands six half round and back again.

Hands six completely round

Set and change places with second énuple; set and back
. again.

Chain Figure six round.

as *“ half Figure round the top.” * Half Figure round the
bottom couple,” ** half Figure on your own side,” &c.
though so called, and are in reality but half the long or
whole Figure of such names, yet, they are always con-
sidered as permavent and distinct Figures of themselves,
and not to belong to (as a part n{ﬂcthe long or whole
Figures, from which borrow their names, [see the
- arlicle, “ whole Figures.” ]
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Hey on your own sides.

Chace round two couple.

Chace round the second couple and back again.
Lead outsides, or lead across,

The top Ladyand third Gentleman meet and turn ; the top
Gentleman and third Lady meet and turn.

Set and balf right and left with second couple; set and
back again.

Promenade three couple.

Top couple lead through the second and third couples.
First and third couples meet and set in the centre, and re-

turn to places.

Cast off two couples, lead through the botiom up to the
top.

The top Lady sets and moves down the middle, at the same
time the top Gentleman casts off two cﬂummnu the
Lady casts up, and the Gentleman sets and

The three Ladies join hands, the three Gentlemen join
hands, set and lead through, set and back again.

The first and second Ladies cross over and set with the first
and second Gentlemen ; the first and second Gentlemen
cross over and set with the Ladies,

Swing with right hands round the second couple and back
again. :

The first Lady turns the second Gentleman; the first Gen-
tleman tunu the second Lady-

The first couple cast off, the third ceuple set and lead up;
then the third couple cast off, and the first couple set
. and lead up to places.

The top Lady hands three rouml with third con le; the
top E-enllﬂrmduu the same. .

Hands three round at top with lﬂ:ﬂnﬁM]’; hands ﬂllﬂ
ditto with second Gentleman. 1 .
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Long Figures performed at or from the centre.

The first Lady leads down the second Gentleman ; the first
Gentleman leads down the second Lady.

Hands three round with second Lady, who passes under to
her place; hands three with second Gentleman, who
passes under to his place.

The first Lady meets and turns the third Gentleman; the
first Gentleman meets and turns the third Lady.

e A —

LONG FIGURES

Performed at, ot from the centre, ending
where they begin.

Tuese Figures also take their names from
their length and the sitvation in which they are
performed in the Dance; which is between the
top and bottom couple of any minor Set, and is
therefore called the centre.* The Figures in
this list will be found to be more numerous than
the *“ long Figures at top,” as to those Figures
requiring a top and bottom couple ( makinF
altogether six persons) as *‘ swing corners,”
“ turn corners,”’ “ set contrary corners,” &c.
To which are added, all such Figures performed
at top as require two couple, as “set and change
sides, set and back again,” ‘ set-and half right
and left,” &c.; which may likewise be performed
in the centre, by the leading couple, with either
the couple above, or the one below them, that
is, with either top or bottom couple; and, in-
deed, all those Figures requiring two couples in

# The term ** cemire” or *“ eenire couple,” is seldom
mentioned but when it relates to the leading couple per-
forming any Figure in the centre or second couple’s place ;
then the leading couple are termed the cenire, or central

couple.
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or for their performance, [See the list of Figures,
and the Diagrams, | se that this class of Figures

has the advantage of doubling the number of all
those Figuresrequiring only and performed with
two couples, besides those requiring the whole
three couples, or minor Set. For the method
of applying all those various Figures to all
the tunes of different lengths and measures
adapted to Country Dancing, the student is re-
ferred to the Tables, from which he will find it
easily attainable.

Swing corners.

Turn corners.

Set confirary corners.

The Lady hands three round with the top couple, and Gen-
tleman with the bottom. ‘

Hands six quite round.

Lead through bottom and top.
Set three across, set three in your places.
Whole Figure round the bottom couple.

‘Whole Figure round the top couple.

The Lady whole Figures round the top, and Gentleman
round the bottom.

The Lady whole Figures round the bottom, and the Gen-
tleman round the top: :

Lead to the eutsides, or lead across,

Hands three round with the third Lady; hands threc round
 “with the third Gentleman. :

‘Hands three round: with the top Lady; and hands three
round with the top Genlleman. e
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Set and half right and lcft with top couple, set and back
again,

Set and half right and left with bottom couple, set and ;
back again. S

Hands three round with the top Lady, who passes ululer
to her place; hands three round with ihe top Gentleman,
who passes under to his place.

- Lead through top and bottom.,
~ Round top and bottom.
Round bottom and top.

The dv] turns the bottom Gent]eman- the Gentleman
turns the bottom Lady. -

Chace round the top couple and back again.
Chace round the bottom couple and back.

Set and change places with bottom couple, set and back
Set and change places with top couple, set and back again.
The Lady joins hands with the bottom Lady, cross over, :

set, lml turn the two Gentlemen, the Gentleman joins -
hands with bottom Gentleman, set, and turn.

The Lady joins hands with the top Lady, cross over, and °

set between the Gentlemen; their partners, (the Gentle-
men) do the same. ,

Setand bands across half round with bottom couple, set |
and back again.

Sct and hands across half round, with top couple, set, and - :
back egain.

Set and change sides with bottom mnple, set and back
again.

Set and change sides with top couple, set and back again.

The- Lady turns the top Gentleman; then the Gentleman
turns top Lady.
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Hands three round with the bottom Lady, who
under to her place ; hands three'ditto with bottom Gen-
tleman, ditto.

The Lady turns the bottom Gentleman; the Gentleman
turas the top Lady.

——
LONG PROGRESSIVE FIGURES

Begun at or from the top, and end a couple
lower than where they begin, in second
couple’s place.

Taese derive their naive from the progres-
sive movement towards the bottom of the Dance,
by bringing the top or leading couple into the
place of tﬁe second couple every time one of
these Figures is performed in any minor Set ;
and whii progressive movement of the top or
leading couple brings the second couple into
the place of the top couple, [ See the plate, and
article, ‘¢ progressive motion of a Country
Dance.””] Thus it will be seen, that every
Dance must have at least one progressive Figure
to take each couple in regular succession to the
bottom of the Dance, to enable the couple placed
at the bottom gradually to * move up” to the
top, and then to perform the Dance in the same
manner as the couple that commenced it.

One progressive Figure being sufficient for
the correct performance of any Country Dance,
no directions are given in the Tables for the in-
troduction of more than one to each Dance, as
it very rarely occurs that more than one Figure
of thisdescription is used, even in double Figured
Dances; yet, for the further information of those

-persons who may be desirous to have a more
extended knowledge of the practical uses of all
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Long progressive Figures'begun at or from the tup

the different Figures, and to shew that Dances
may be composed with two, and even three pro-
gressive Figures, an example or two will be
given : the first to a tune of {wo strains re-
peated, Ianimmsure,as the College Hornpipe:
to set it with four long Figures, and two of them
progressite, viz. “swing with right hands round
two couple,” ¥ “ cross over two couple up to
the top,” = ¢ whole pousette,” = and ¢ swing
corners.” ™ 'The second to a tune of three
strains repeated, long measure, as ‘“Morgiana:”
to set it with five long Figures and two short,
three of them progressive (two long and one
short,) viz. *“cross overtwo nnul:le,‘ - ¢ swing
round two couple up to the top,” = * the Lady
sets and crosses between the second and third
Gentlemen ; the Gentlemen the same between
the two Ladies, set and turn,” = “cross over
one couple up to the top, set and change places
with second couple,” = “swing corners,”” = and
“Jead outsides.” = Krom the first example, it
‘will be seen, that although the Dance contains
but four Figures, two of them, viz: * swing with
right hands round two couple,” and “ whole
pousette,” are progressive ones; and, for the
sake of variety, the second example contains
three progressive Figures, where, instead of
using all long progressive Figures, one short one

js introduced. These examples will shew, that

when a progressive Figure has been performed

in a Dance containing more than one progressive |

Figure, some other Figure must be found to
bring the performer again to the top* (from

* Though it may be said, that after a pr ive Figure
has been perf , any Figure used to take the Dancer
.back again to the top, Is, in reality, a progressive Figure ;

;
i
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whence all progressive Figures must be talken)
before another progressive Figure can be used,
as it is inadmissable to perform a progressive
Figure from the centre round the third or botiom
couple in Dances containing more than one pro-
gressive Figure; the last used must be such an
one as will leave the performer in the centre, or
make them the central couple, taking the second
couple’s place ; and therefore ¢ swing round two
couple,” ¢ cast off two couple,” or ¢ half Figure
on your own side,”’ should be avoided [their
uses will be found in the chapter on irregular
Figures] as they will all leave the couple going
down the Dance at the bottom of a minor Set,
which is a couple too low, and a couple more
than should be gained, every time the Dance is
repeated.

he reader, with the aid of the two foregoing
examples, and an attentive perusal of the vari-
ous classes, an acquaintance with the quantit
of Figure each tune will take to be anquireg
from the chapter on Country Dance music, and
with a thoreugh knowledge of the Diagrams,
may compose a variely ufg Dances containing
more than three progressive Figures.

Swing with right hands round the second couple, then
- with left.

Swing with right hands top and centre.
Lead down the middle, up again, and set to the top couple.
Whole pousette-

yet they are never to be so considered, as the action from
centre i1s allowed. It isthe same with short progressive
Figures,



186 THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OF

Short Figures performed at or from the top.

SHORT FIGURES

Performed .:.:t,'_ﬂr from the top, that begin
5 and end in the same place.

Tuese Figures, though but half the length of
the long Figures are performed from -the same
situation, yet, like them, they derive their name
from their length and the situation from which '
they are performed. As thely]' require but half
the quantity of music in their performance,
which is requisite for the performance, of lon
Figures, and every strain of long measure a£
mitting of either two short Figures, or one lon
Figure, Dances may consequently be compose
wholly of these short Figures; and may there-
fore be rendered very difficult and complex,
when composed to tunes of several strains with
double Figures.

Before the learner is directed to the study of
the Tables, 4t may be proper to give him some
examples of Dances, composed wholly of short®
Figures, wherein will be seen the increasin
diéculty, according to the length of the music
and number of Figures. These examples will
be given in short Figures performes in the
centre, as the Dances will consist of greater
variety when taken from different classes.

* In the composition of Dances, balf Figures may be
used with the short Figures: indeed, in pownt of length,
they are short Figures, but are termed * balf Figures,” as
they contain in themselves but the half of a long, or what
is termed a whole Figure, and bearing their names, from
which they have originally been taken: their uses are
;: lained n the *irregular Figures,” to which class they

along.




ENGCLISH COUNTRY DANCING. I87

Short Figures performed at or from the centre,

Nntwithslandinf Dances may be wholly com-
posed from the list of those I}m;urﬂs &erfurmed
at or from the top, or wholly from er-
formed from the centre, by adding one sﬁurt
progressive F.I%I.II'E but producing too much

sameness, robs Country Dancing of that variety
which renders it penuharl]r pleasing.

Swing round your partner,

Allemande.

Right and Left.

Chain Figure four round.

" Hands four quite round with-second couple.

Lead through second couple.

The first and second Ladies pass each other's situations.
Chace round the second couple.

Half poussette or draw.

The Lady hands three round with the second and third
Emﬂaman ; at the same time the Genﬂmizn with second
and third Ladies.

Foot corners.

Hands four half-round and back again.
Retreat and advance.

Turn your partners.

The three Gentlemen turn the three Ladies.
Hands four quite round.

Hands four half-round and back again.

The first and second Ladies cross overand turn the first and
second Gentlemen.

Foot in the centre with second couple.

Foot corners with second couple.
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SHORT FIGURES
Performed in or from the centre.

Tuese Figures derive their name from their.

being performed in the centre of a minor Set,
that 1s, between the top and bottom couples, in
the second couple’s place: and being of the
sime length as short Figures performed at or
from the top, take the same quantity of music
in their performance. 'This list is much more
numerous than the short Figures performed at
top, as it not only contains nearly all the Figures
given in that.list, but likewise all those Figures
thatin their perforinance require top and bottom

couples; as “ lead through top,” “lead through

bottom,” ¢ hands four round atbottom,”” ¢ hands
four round at top,” &c. and nearly the whole

of those short Figures requiring two couples.

in their performance, as the centre couple can
perform them both with the top and bottom
couples, according to choice, or the directions
of the Figure, as may be seen by the different
lists and the Diagrams.

In the first example of Dances, composed
wholly of short Figures (which in the foregoing
article is mentioned to be given here) will be
introduced only, Figures taken from the top and
added to them, a progressive Figure, Whicl;l, as
before mentioned, every Dance must necessarily
have; thus, toa tune of two parts, long measure,
played straight through, single Figure, ¢ hands
four round with the second couple,” ¢ alle-
mande,” = ¢ right and left with the second
couple,” =¢¢ lead down the middleand up again,”
w although this Figure is set to a tune in long

measure, each strain of which takes two short °

_‘_:1'
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Short Figures performed in or from the centre.

Kigures without dividing the music; yet the
length ard division of these Figures will be
better perceived and understood when set to
tunes in short measure, where their lengtbs are
shewn by the bar with a single dot, thus.* w
See the article “single Figures to short
measure.” 'The same Dance, with the divi-
sions marked, will stand as follows: ¢ hands
four round,” taking the first strain thus~—
¢ allemande,” which is performed to a repeat of
the same strain, thus = * right and left,” to the
second strain once= and ¢ lead down the
middle and up,” to a repeat of the second
strain, thus. =

Two more exauﬁplea will be fi““’ which with
the lists of the Figures, and the use of the
Tables, will no'doubt afford every assistance to
the learner. The first is, to compose a Dance
to a tune of three strains, short measure, each
strain repeated, as “ Prince Edward’s Fancy ;"
“swing with right bhands,” =~ “ turn your
partner,” = ¢ chain Figure four round,” =—
“right and left with the top couple,” = *“lead
through the bottom,” =~ and ¢ half pousette
with the top couple.” = This Dance, it will be
seen, commences with a progressive Figure, aud
the remainder of the Figures are taken from and
performed in the centre. In the second example
will be shewn the composition of a Dance, con-
sisting of eight short Figures to a tune of twe
strains repeated, in long measure, as Fisher’s

* The author has not generally divided the strains, by
placing a single dot at the end of each strain in short
measure ; but has placed two at the end of the repeat. He
has here placed them to shew the learner the division or
end of each Figure more distinctly.
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hornpipe ; and, without markin&the division or
length of each Fi , viz. * the three Ladies
turn the three Gentlemen,” ¢ right and left
with the top couple,” = “crossover onecouple,”
¢ half Figure round the bottom couple,” =
¢‘lead through the top,”” ““allemande,’” = * hands
three round with the top couple,” and * turn
your partner.’” ==

Half pousette or draw with the top couple.
Hanis four quite round with top couple.
Foot corners with bottom couple.
Allemande.

Right and Left with the top couple
Right and Left with the bottom couple.-
Lead through the bottom.

Lead through the top.

Swing round your partner.

Half pousette with bottom couple.

Chain Figure four round with bottom couple.

Chain Figure four round with top counple.
Hands four quite round with bottom cnupl.e.
Sel corners with top couple.

Chace round the bottom couple.

Round the top ceuple.

Round the bottom couple.

Chace round top couple.

The centre and bottom Ladies :.lnrn il:eir partners.
The centre and bottom Gentlemen turn the Ladies.
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Bhort progressive Figures that begin from the top.

Turn your partner.
Hands acress, half round and back with bottom t_:uuple.
Hands across, half round and back again with top couple.

‘The centre and top Ladies join hands, cross over, and turn
their partners. ; .

-

——————

. SHORT PROGRESSIVE FIGURES

That begin from the top and cnd a couple
lower. |

' These, like the long Erugreasi're Figures, de-
rive their name from their progressive motion
towards the bottom of the Dance, by leaving the
couple going down the Dance each time the
Figure is repeated in the second couple’s place, *
they are much less numerous than the long
ones, as they can only be performed with one or
more short Figures, and are therefore not so
much used. "There are two more short pro-

essive Figures, which cannot be used in the

ables ; but may be found amongst the ¢ irre-
gular Figures.”

Lead down the middle and up again.
Swing round one couple.

Sct and change places with second couple.
Cast off one couple.

* For a proper elucidation of progre:ssiﬂl;e Figures, the

. reader is referred to the article treating on ** long pro-
- gressive Figures,” and ** the progressive motion of a
Dance.”

same uses and restrictions are applicable to

- the short and long progressive Figures in proportion to

their lengths.



TABLES,

For Setting Figures to Tunes of all the different Times and '
Measures adapled to English Country Dancing.

To set single Figurszs to tunes of two sirains, long

or short measure.*

g Liong Long | » short Short- .
Figures| Figures ﬁ % | Figures | Figures i
at top, | incentre | B | attop |incentre| K&
that that £ & that that & 0
begin and| begin and | =& | begin and | begin and| =&
end in end in B0y end in endin | T o
the same| the same | 2.2 | the same | the same | 3 E
place. place. o= place. place. | w
Hith two long Figures.
First { 9
Dance.
Dance.
Hith three Figures, one long and two short.
i 1 2 3
1 | 5 |2
b 1 23
3 1
3 2 1

= Toall tunes in short measure, the strains are alwaysrepeated,
which make them equal to tunes of the same number of. strains
in long mecasure ‘played straight through; thus a tune of two
strains in long measure played straight through, without a re.
peat, as * Richer’s Hornpipe,” * Speed the plough,” &ec. will
take the same Figure as a tune in short measure, each part re-
peated, as * The Russian Dance,” ¢ Del Caro’s Hornpipe,” &c.
To double Figures the tunes in long measnre are always- re-
peated, and the tunes in short measure are played twice through

with repeats.
—t) -

EXPLANATION OF THE TABLES.

Tn the above and following Tables, the perpendicular lines
enclose the different classes ug Figures, and the horizuntal lines
the different Dances, so that between every two lines a whole -
Danee is contained. § |
For ExampLe—The first Dance under the title *“ with three
Figures, onelyng and two short,” the first Figure (1) to be taken
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Long | Long | . Bhoet | et L [
Figures | Figores ! g = Figures |  Figures | 23 |
at top; {in céntre e at the top, | ia the centre,| % '

t that & that that E% |

begin and| begin and ﬂ-ﬁ begin and begin and boe T ¢

end in | end in By | eudia end in kW ‘
the same| the same | % | the same the same =

place, | place. | A'® place. place. o g

To set them with four short Figures. : ‘
123 T 4
12 4 3
EEE 34 2
- A S it B

b

from any of the list under which it is marked, ““ long Figures

ierformed at top that bring you to your places;” second Figure
g} to be taken from * short Figures performed at top that bring
you to your places;” the last Figure (3) to be taken from the
list ** short progressive Figures.”

Explanation of the last Dance under the title; < with three
Figures, one long and two sitort,” the first Figure is to be taken
from the list, * short progressive Figures;” the second Figure
from * short Fignres performed from the cenire;” the third from
“ long Figures performed from the centre;” and so through all
the Tables. The Figures are to be used in the succession in
which they are numbered, 1, 2,3, &c, For INSTANCE, the last
Dance under the title, * with four short Figures,” the first
Figure (1) is here taken from the last class, ‘“ short progressive
Figures,” 2,3, and 4, from ° short Figures performed in the
centre,” It will be seen by the examples 1 have given, that by
this system, not-only all the variety the classes of Figures are
éapable of is presented at one view, but the different Figures in
each class may he varied with each other to a very great extent;
for example, the first Dance on the list, ** with two long Figures,”
the first from * whole Figures performed at top, that bring you
to your places,” for this one Figure there is the choice of that
whole list, the second from ** long progressive Figures;* here is
again the choice of that whole list, by which it is evident, that,
to Daunces of three or four strains, Figures may be set almost
jonumerable. - ! -

L
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igures.
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Bive

place

{To sel single Figures to tunes of three sirains, !urn-g or ||
{ short measure, and tunes of two slrainsand da capo, ||
long measure.

Tal sel them with three long Figures.

|
e
| 34

T'o set them with five Hg:urgl, one long aﬁd Jour short. |

5

1
1
T
1




i To set double Figures
or short measure, and tunes of two sirains a
capo, long measure. '

to tunes of three strains,

_ To set them with siz long Figures.

12345 6 :
1234 6 5 o
. 123 5 6 4_|
3 | 456 3
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; Long Short Short . =8
| e 2 Figures Ei Figures | Figures | $3 |
| wuttop, | in centre, -] at top, | in the centre, '
|  that that £z that that 20 |
beginand| begin and | =& begin and begin and |
‘ end in end in %o end in end in Eu |
the same | the same E'E the same the same = |

place. place. place, place. o

5 11234
5 ] 123 4
' 3 -2 45

1 » 3 1 2 ) -
3 12 5 1 |
3 1 4 b 2 ‘
§ 5 1 3 4 2 |
| 5 *54 11

3 245 1

To set them with siz short Figures.

12345 6 |
¢ 1234 6 5 |
R R 123 56 4 -
| 12 456 | 3 |

| e TN EE]

23456 1

udh:;i :
|



196 . THE coMPLETE SYSTEM OF

a + lg——— =

? Short
8 - Figures
t > | 3 E - at the

beginand! % .| begin and
'm}d in eﬁiﬂ in

{ the same the same
p‘hﬂﬂ'l | s "l l '[ﬂ-&l:E-

To set them with seven Figures, five long and two short.

1234 5] 6 7
12345 | 7 6
1234 A 7T 56
| 1234] | 6 7
{1234 ' '
| 1234
11456
l 12567
| 1236
|12 3
| +23
i-123
-1.2°3
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Figures
in the centre,
st nad
egin an
end in
the same
place. .

begin and
énd in

the same
_!-h.na,

567
4567
4567
4567
2567
2367
2347
2345

Lo grea-
* li."n:g; réd.

7
67
567
45667
34567
34567 2

To set them with eight Figures, four long and four short, |

ol ] O] O =] bt | i | | i | et

567
56

5
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198

2345

6 |

78 |




199

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING.




200

Long
Figures J
| at'to
iln.:ﬂ!fJll

end in

the snne

1 place.

THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OF °

" Long
Figures

in centre,

that
begin and
end in
the same
place.

give Figures.

Short
Figures
at the top,
that
begin and
end in
the same
place.

Shiort
Figures

in the centre,

that
begin and
end in
the same
place.

347

25

345

o] 0| <] 2| | cn| 0| | Lo progees-

el Bt B ] ] B )
¥ B b0 09| | 1 D
] S8l 0] Lo] wi oy
il | Rk ]~ o

sk

2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1

T ) e T TR R T R

.Ta set them wilh nine Figures, three long and siz short. ]




ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 201

34678
34568
1345678
34567
3456
3456
$45
345
24
3 4
3 4
=3

3

3

(=]

ool oiaoe
| ] ] |

~ e

L5

| =~q| || e el w| w




L1
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at the top,
that

begin and
“end in

the same
place.

23
23
2356
2345
234567
234567
23456
2345
2345 7 8
2345 89
89
7 8
8.7
67 89
5689
5678

wive Figures,

Longz progress

| o N N o

7
b
8

6789
56178
5689
4589
| 45667
1456789
345678
346789
1345689

w| o] el k] ] ov| O] GO

‘?mﬂmuqﬁﬂ:muqﬂ




ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING.

in centre.
that
begin and
end in
the eame
place.

Ehort
Figures
at't toy,
that
bezin and
end in,
the same
Pl:u;e.

Short
. Figures
in the centre,
that
begin and
énd 1in
the same
piace.

203

1gnu

367809

25689

35678

345889

34 578

34567

Short progress
0| 10 10| O] wof 10 sive. By iy

456789

346789

345689

345678

236789

235689

235678

234589

234578

loo|l | oof | ]| ] e8| 68 10| LD O] | O] | W f b
Jwolel <l gl | o o] 2] | | @] | ©] ) >

123456

234567

125078

124578}

124567

123478

123467

qﬂﬁﬂ:ﬂjq:'mﬂ.duhdmhﬂu:_ﬂ“w

123456

112345

1234

‘1234

1245

1256
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. Tong | Long | . . [ Short Short 5
i | e | BE | UERY | St | BE
: : =3
beata and] begasnd | ZX | begmsnd | beglasaa | Ea
end in end in Lﬂ' end in end in g
the same | the same | 5 5 the same the same =
__place. place. o place. place. o
345 1267 9 8
36 711245 89
34 7 1258 g 9
67 | 51234 EES
7809 1234 8 15
89 | 51234 6 7
789 123 56 4
567 123 89 4
5890 123 67 4
269 123 78 4
4 5 3 1 2 67889 =
4 9 3 192 5678
4.7 3 1S 5689 |
6 9 3 12 4578 |
67 | 3 12 4589 -4
89 3 12 4567 |
567 12 489 3'
17809] 12 456 | 3|
569 | 1 2 478 3'
‘- 589 1 2 467 3
t 345 |- 12 789 ﬁ
| 34 T B 67889
34 9 . P81 -873 5
34} -9 12 | 6.89 5
- 3 b 4 ¥ e 6789
3 7 4 1 2 56809
3 9 4| 12 567 8
3 6 7 B 589 4 1

. s m e —

l
;
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-:—u-—_'_.__,..,_-_—-_l-"_'—--

To set them with

foa s e
L ! s | 33| P | dewe 133 |
atgtnp, in&mtra EE at the top, .| in the centre, | W35 - §
that that - | £5, that that 1
begin and| begin and | &g | -begin and begin gm&_ # 'I
\ theénsl;la;:ﬂ tlf: t:l::m EE tlf: F:a]:m _the:;-lt::a E%_— l
trlmze place. o E plarce. place. e '
| 8 9 12 567 | 4 l
‘ 6 9 12 57 8 4 I
‘ 789 1 3456 2 .

, 567 1 3489 2

| 56 9 1 3478 | 2

‘ 589 1 g487 | 2
345 1 6789 | 2 |f
‘ $47 1 5689 2 |k

‘ 349 1 567 8 -

.. 367 1 4 589 2
360 1 4578 | 2 |}

389 1 4 56 7 2

789 234 56 1

‘ 56 7 234809 1

|345 [|26789 | 1

347 | 25689 1

349 | 256 78| 1

367 245 ‘B ) 1

369 24578 | 1

389 24567 1

569 23478 1

l 589 93467 1

1
|

ten Figures, two long and eight shorl.

‘ B 3456789 T
| 19 345678 10  1-9 .
B 34567| 910 | 8 |
] 12 o 3456] so10 [ 7

T e e e — e o -




3
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7 8 9 10

678910

5678910

45678910

2356789

2345789

2345679

23

678910

2356

8 9 10

235678

10

2345

8 910

234578

10

=1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

A== A = R R

234567

10

234567

9 10

2345

78910

2 3

5678910

234567

9

2345678

234560

89

2345

789

234

6789

23

56789

2

356780

3456789|

¥ 10

7 0 10

679 10

ot [ ]t |t |t |t |t |t |t |t | ] | et

567910

NEIEIE m‘,w'm._ui >f | ©|®
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place.
4567910

34567910
78910
5789010}
4578910
[34578910
[56789010
35678910
345678910
23 |5678910
2345|7889 10
234567 9 10
 |23456789
2 5678910
234 |[78910
23456] 910
2845678

Short rés-
0| ol o] || en] D) O .h.l‘mu.

35678910|
34578910
134567910
3456789

Htﬁﬁlﬁlﬁ‘qﬁu

12345678
12345689
12345678
12346789
12 34 56 89
124567 8

1234567




e ., Y
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F{::}gu ﬁ?ﬁ; éﬁ ‘l'nr}tu- F'im- éE I
at top, | in centre, Efﬂ at the top, in t'h: \centre, 45 |
b;::-a 'b-e;[.:;li % | beginand beginand | =&
i end in end in g end in end in ~ g
{ the same | the same E-E the same the same E.E |
| _Pplace. place. place. place. o |
[ 3 | -10 1245678 9 |
5 10 1234678 9 |
7 10 1234568 g 9 |
78 123456 10 9 |
7 10 12345 6| 9 B
7 8 [128456] 9 10 |
3 8 1124567 9 10
3 10 124567 0 8 1
5 8 123467 9 10 |
$ 10 123467 9 8
9 10 12345 78 6
7 8 12345| 910 |6 |
7 10 12345 89 6 |
3 4 1256789 10
36 1245789 10 |
38 1245679 10-
56 1234789 10
58 11234679 10 |
7 8 1234569 10 }
324 12567 8 10 9
36 124578 10 9 |
38 124567 10 9 |
56 123478 10 9
58 123467 10 9
3 4 12567 9 10 8 |
56 12347 910 8 |
8 8 12456 .9 10 7 4
3 10 12456 89 =
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==

5678 4

789104 4.
67910} 4

789104 6

6789.15

5678910} _

B 4--

578910} 4
]567910

1234|7889 10
1234|789 10
1234|679 10

123

123

123

125

.

124

12
12 .
12
19.
12

I bO780%+ 4.
—! ﬁﬁ‘?ﬁﬂlﬂr-

6 .
5

b

i
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that

end in
the same

place.

8 -
tort progrer

igures. .

4578910

4567910

456789

478910

467 910

46 789

456910

4 5689

345678

3467910

346789

3456910

3456889

5678910

4578910

4567910

456789

00 20| 20| 10| 10) 22| 0| 40| 10| wo| “0| o] Lo o

345678910

235678910

234578910

234567910

23456789

14345678

256789104

24578910

24567910

2456789]

23478910

i S .'.'.' L Bl )
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res,

Pigures
in centre

e

that
begin and
®nd in
the game
place.

23467910
2346789
23456910
2345689

n with eleven Figures,-one long and tem short. |

8 bort p

bt | | =t | = | give Figures.

2345678910
23456789 il
2845678 10 11
2345671 910 11
23456 | 89 10 11
2345 | 7891011
234 |67891011 |
23 |567891011
2 - |4567891011
34567891011

1
1
-1
1
1
.
i
- 1
1
1

123456789
12345678 11
12345678 10 11
1234567 8 10
1245678910
1234678910
1234568910
1234567
1234567
1245678
1234678
123456 8|

ol O 1] w| | | | N 2

w0

HHH
-

L= ] ] e ] e o]
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| iie | e ia | 3| P | vegiaamt
the same u...,.:e !E é“ﬂ'} 't:li.l:. P
e §. _piace. |="| _piace. place. 5"
ik e 123456, 910 11 | 8
| Y (1235456 8 10 11 7
11 1234560 8910 |7 |
7|123456] 8 9 10 11 |
{3 124567 910 11 | 8 |
.5 1 123467 91011 |8
| B 12345 891011 | 6 |
| el 12345| 781011 |6
11 12345] 78910 | 6
] 3 112456 891011 | 7
5 12346| 891011 |7
fo 1234|(7891011) 6 |
5/1234|67891011 3
7 1234|6891011] 5 |
9 12346781011} 5
| 11 1234[6.78910]5 }
3 1245|7891011[6 |
| 5 123 |[67891011[ 4 |
7 123 (568910111 4
B 128 |56781011] 4 |
11 123 |5678910]4
3 124 |67891011] 5
3 3 12 |567891011] 4
| 5 12 [467891011| 3
| 7 12 [456891011] 3 |
9 | 12 |456781011] 3
11 ] 12 [|45678910{ 3 |
i 3] 12 |4567891011

R i
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|
|
i
L

.1. FHL ﬂm' g3 F?i:::tu rﬁh" 3. |
| l.tFtl::p, 11;3::}5& ?.-ﬁ- at ﬁm E:up, in thtE::::m, %E
§  that that | 25 that that r
{ beginand/beginand| =Z| begin and begin and == |
| endin |endin | ¥g end in end in ol
| ey | A9 Ssmme | Tmme |88
=Py 1 4567891011] 2 |
,: 5 1 3467891011 2 |
| B 1 3456891011 2 |
| 9 1 3456781011| 2 |
11 1 345678910] 2 ‘
1 234567891011 |
| 3 [24567891011| 1 |
| 5 -1 23467891011 1 i
7 234568901011| 1 |
% 28456781011] 1 |
11 2345678910] 1 |
b . To set them with twelve short Figures, I
123456199 1011 19 {
1234 56718910 12 1 If
12345678 9 11 12 10 |
12345678] 1011 12 | O |
1234567 010 11 12 | 8 |
- [123456|89101112] 7 |
| | 12345 [789101112] 6 |
| | 1234 |6789101112] 5 |
L 123 |56789101112 4 |
| , te 456782101112 3 |
| 1 34567691011 19) 3 §
_‘- I | sseserssonne] 1 ff
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| _Long ' &2

| i | nes,
that ‘d %;_E- that ;
begi begin a
end in we | endin
the same 35 the same
place. place.

| To compose Dances to tunes of four parts, long or|
| short measure, single Figure; tunes of two parts, |

long or short measure, double Figure; lunes of
three parts and da capo, long measure, single|

Figure.

To set them wilth four long Figures.

4
413
234 1

| To set them with five Figures, three long and two short. |
2

123 5
123 +

1 2

|

.|
45 -
35 |
| To set them with siz Figures, two long and four short.

3

12 | | 345
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e p——————
; ligut:fu Figures .éa Fﬂih:rr;u FEI::Hm %
| P, | in eentre, | & at top, | in the ceatre, g

baginand| vogts snd| 5 | bogtrind | besmies | X5
end in ead in &y énd in end in 5
the same | the same E.E the same the same H
place. place. place. place. Y
| 1 2 3 4 6 5
T3 3 5 6 4
1 2 456 3
14 23 6 5
14 235 6
1 234 6 5
| 1 6 | 2345
1 4 9 3 56
1 6 23 5 4
1 4 2 560 3
Ry 6 9 4 5 3
" 2 3456
-3 6 345 2
1 4 356 2
5 6 |]1234
‘ 3 6 |1245
56 123 4
| 3 4 12 6 5
3 6 124 5
-3 | o | 1 2 5 4
1 3 . 4 1 2 5 6
\ 4 3 12 5 6
i 3 1 2 45
5 6 1 2 >4 3
| 56 1 3 4 B
\ 36 1 a5 | 2
34 1 56 2
2 1 3456
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| To set them with seven Figures, one long anrd six short. | _

23450 |

2345 7
2 3 4 6 7
23
2

123456
12345
1234
1234
12456
1245
124
12
1234

123
123
12
1 2
12
1 ;
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Ve

3456
234567
24567
23467

8h
| | D H-'ll:l_

To set them wilh cight short Figures.

1234567
123456 8
12345 78
1234| 678

123 567 8

12 45678

1 34567 8|

234567 8

it | 00| 0| | e | | ~3] 00|

| To set sin thwnhmﬂfﬁwmnndh
| tunes of four strains and dnmpo, long measure.

To set them with five long Figures.

5

5

45
345

2345

ﬁnlﬁmuuh mﬂgwﬂ,ﬁurfngmm:hﬂ |
1&34| e
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. Short -
Figures
in the centre, |.
that :
begin and
end in |
the samne
place.

6
5 6

5
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£
af

igures.

Long #'H:II'HI*

alve

123 456
1238 45
12 8 )
123

| 145 ¢ )

125 3

3
4

[

| ——

=T R T S G R

1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
|
1

el W e Bl B el Bl el B
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- Bhnrt
Figures
in_the centre,
that
begin and
énd in
the same the samme
place. place.

6 7 4 5
iy ' 58
4 5 8.7
6 7 -

417
45

Figures
in centre,
that
begin and
end in

Long progres«
sive Figures.

7

T k| e
b D) 0
ool G| S
W]

6 7

| vt et |
W 0| D] eg
| Gl S g

L ) N el Bl Ml Wt Bt

=117 o] wol eol w0 1] 9] 10| vol a9
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begin and
| eadin -
the same

‘2
4
4

567
3.45
367
347

T

4567 R
3 4 6 7 8
3456 8
1. 345 7 8
|34567
6 ]|1]2345 8
' 234 ~
7
7

4 23 5 8
234
2 5678
34567
34578
35678

345678

e Ll B B e R B Rl Rl B
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| in the centre,
that
begin and
end in
the same
place.

678
5678
345678
235678
234578
234567

jhmkmﬁwhmmmqmmqﬂnmwi

2345678
234567
234056] 89
2345
234 | 67809 |
193 |[50780]
2  |4567809]
1234567
123456
1234 5
1234
1234
123
123

Wlalolalalalol ool el ol wlslolo]alwle

2456789
23456789

59
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in the ceatre,
begin and

end in end in

the same ~ the same
place. place.

1234|6789
12 [456789
12 |45678]3
12 | 46789 3

\T0 set them wilh ten short Figures.

* |123456789
|12345678 10
1234567| 9 10
123456/ 8 910
123457 8910
1234678910
123 [567 8910
| 12 |45678910
] 1 345678910
| |2345678910

=~ wlbl ool ols

To set double Figurzs lo tunes of four strains.*

To sei them with eight long Figures.

(1234567 T8
1123456 3 ] 7

¥ These dances being of an extraordinary length,and con- |
sequently very se'dom called, I have therefore given only'a
few examples, although I could have given tome hundreds,
| but which I'think would have been entirely superflons, -



Figures
in the cpntre,
that

Figures :

incentre,

that
begin ln_d
- end in.
the same
place. :

7.8
678
5678
145678
1345678
2345678

rogves.
rures.

' Lo
=] 9] 8| b fon | ) HONE B

|
To set them with nine Figurcs, seven long and two short. |

1234567 8 -
11234567 1=°-9
1123456 89
f123456 8
| 123456
123456
{123458
112345

112345
12345
12345
123478}

11234
1234
(1232
1234
{1234
| T234




ENGLISH COUNTRY

Long
- Figures
in centre,
that

end in

‘begin and | .

Short
Figures
at the tl}l'-'-
he;:mt <

nan
end in

- the same

place.

DANCING.

Short
Figures
in the centre,
that
bhegin and
end in
the same
place.

Short progres.
sive F%u.req-

225

45

4 5
4 5
4 5

6789

4

567

569

123|589

123

789

123

6789

9

8 9

114567

{1456

1457




2206 THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OF

Long
Figures
in cenire,
bﬁ:!m:.nﬂ
in
end in
the same the same the same

place. place. place.
4567890 3

1567 89 2
84567
34560
345 89
34789
36789|
56780

Short
_Figures
at the top,
that
begin and

énd in

Short
Figares
in the centre,

that 2
I:egiuln
end in

Long Ilarugren-
slve Figures.
lgl:ll"&l-

'~ |8hort pro -
Lol Ilﬂﬁ* b

8 9
78
67
56
4 5
3 4

345678

34567

3456

89

245

r789

34

6789

3

56789

456789

ol k|| | N 0| OO W | 0| 0| S

3156730

e e e e e
17 o] o] 28] 0] 10| 0] 0

[234567

234569

234589

234789

236789

256789

456789

p |t | it | et |k | s |

3456789

2

Tll'

-Thnﬂ;hmnuﬂhtﬂlfﬁwhn,ﬁ:hmgqmﬂjhw:ﬁmd.

1123156

EERE

10

1123456

.8

9
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227

e ————

!‘  Long | s - ~Bhort Short e
| Figures | Figures ég Figures ~ Figurea gi
et | o RE TSSO L BRRAY 1 PR
beginand| begin and | Pig begin and begin and >
end in end in EIE end in end in &e
the same | the same S8 the same the same B
__Pplace. place. place. place. b
1123456 : T BTy
123456 F BOD10 | 7
{ 128458 67 10 9
112345 10| 6 78 9
‘ 12345 10 67 8 9
12345 10 6 7 9 8
| 12345 10 6 8 9 7
12345 8 6 9 10 7
{12345 6 7 8910
12345 3 6 7 9 10
12349 10| 567 8
12347 | 10| 5689
112347 10 56 0 8
112347 8 56 9 10
1234 8 5 67 9 10
pagl CoE g Y4 7 8910
1236 7 8 5910 | 4
1231 738 6 4 5 9 10
12 |678 5 3 4 9 10
12145 6] 3 78 9 10
12 (78910 456 3
i~ 1 |5678] 4 2 3 9 10 .
| 345678 2910 | 1
| 23456 1 78 9 10
& 678910] 1 2345
|

To set them wilh eleven Figﬁrﬂ, five long and siz short.

6 789

41 10

|
112345




. T TS L S—

Long Loog - ' :
Figures Figures g : :
“ﬂ'::ls' o :uT;"e EE. Short Figures at the top that begin | Short Figures in the contre that begin :,5,
begin and | begin and aig and end in the same place. and end in the snme place. o
e | et 1Y i

Ince. place. @ w®
12 34 5 g 88 ME 1
1 2. 45 3 g 7 8. 9.10 -1}
e 345 2 0 7 8 ¢ 10 11
2345 1 0 7 8 9 10 11
56789 1 3 4 10 11 2
7891011 $ 2 4 50 1
34567 | 2.8 910 1% 1.
‘ 3456 7 1 2 8 9 10 11
To set themn with twelve Figﬂrn Jour long and eight short.
1234 R R 0N - R | D { i A 12
123 12 £-5 0 T-%:810 11
' - 10 9 32 4 8. 6 7 8 11 12

A0 HFLSAS FLATARO0D FHL

823
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Y1 $1 %1 11 016 8 429 9]

Y1 €1 %1 11 OL 6 9

I 81 &I II OL O

P1_8L 31 11 O 6

3 8% &1 AT

i &1 &I 11 OI O

¥l &1 &I

01 68L99¢VS

"Jhoys 2agam) puv Jue) om) ‘saandyy was)inof ynm wayy 198 o

1 w8 LO99VE &

I 6

8T &I {1 01

[
_

I 51 IT 01 68 49
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‘LIST

OF

THE NEW FIGURE’;,
With their Uses.

DOUBLE- LONG FIGURES, PER-
FORMED AT TOP,

Regquiring in their performance a Stram
of long Measure repeated. '

es equal to, and to e used the same as the three
dies iead round the three Gentlemen, and the lhree
.Gentlemen lead round the three Ladies.

The snake.

En passant.

- Half Figure on all sides.

The Labyrinth.

The March.

Through the bottom and half Figure contrary sides.

—C— -

DOUBLE LONG FIGURES, PER-
FORMED IN THE CENTRE,

That requirc tn their performance a Strain
of long Measure repeated, and may be
- used inlieu of long F'tgures in the centre.

Round the cnrners

Pass round, and set on all side-s.
o3
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Lengths and uses of the New Figures.

-

LONG FIGURES AT, OR FROM
THE TOP.

' Figures equal to, and to be used the same
as the old long Figures performed at top,
that bring you to your places.

The Lady leads up, and the Gentleman leads down.

The top couple cast off, and the bottom couple set and lead
up, &c. .

Through the second, and round the bottom couple.

Throngh the bottom, and round the second couple.
Encircle the second, and round the third couple to places. |
Through the bottom, balf Figure and back outside.

d—*—.

LONG FIGURES IN THE CENTRE.

Figures eéu&l to, and to be used the same
. as the old long Figures performed tn the

cenlre.

Round top and boltom couple.

[ asa——— R TR

Cross corners.

The Gentlemen move round the Ladies, and the Ladies
round the Gentlemen, - :

Lead through boitom and top.

Whole Figure contrary corners.

Right angles top and bottorm.

Through the bottem, and round the top contrary sides.
~ The deuble triaagle.
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Lengths and uses of the New Figures.

LONG PROGRESSIVE FIGURES.

Figures equal to, and to be used the same
as the old long progressive Figures.

Round the bottom, dnd through the centre.

Round the second couple. '

Cross over, half Figure with the second couple.
Round the third, and lead through the second couple.
The Maze.

Encircle the second, round the third couple, and stop in the
centre.

The Lady passes round the second couple, and the Gentle-
man round the bottom couple.

Half Figure, and pass round the second couple.

‘Round the bottom, and beiween the second and third
couples

i ——
SHORT FIGURES AT TOP.

Figures equal to, and to be used the same

as the old short Figures performed at top,
that bring you to your places.

Swing round the second couple, and lead up one.
The double ovals.
The true lover's koot.

et — :
SHORT FIGURE IN THE CENTRE.
Figure equal to, and to be used the same as

the old short Figures performed in the
centre. -

Swiog round the top couple, and lead down.
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IRREGULAR FIGURES.

THE Figures in this class are termed irre-
gular, from their consisting of Figures of nearly
all the various denominations, viz, long, short,
half, and progressive Figures.and some of them
being performed from every situation in the
Dance, and from their leaving the Dancers, when
performed, either on opposite sides, or a couple
too low in the Dance, (contrary to the strict
systematical principles of Country Dancing,)are
omitted in the lists for the use of the Tables.

These Figures, notwithstanding, when pro-
grl}' used, add variety and complexity to the

ance ; butrequireinthe performancea thorough
knowledge of the lengths and uses of all the
different Figure: before. it can be known what
Figures should follow them, there being nine
out of the twelve contained in this class, with
which no Dance can terminate; but, on the
contrary, leave the Dancer in a wrong situation,
(except half Figure, from contrary sides, round
the top or bottom.)

They are as follow, viz—

'LONG FIGURES,

Swing with right kands round two couple.
Cross over two couple. =

The first Lady crosses between the second and
third Gentlemen; the first Gentleman crosses.
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Irregular Figures.

beltween the secornd and third Ladies, set and
turn.

Swing with right hands round two couple.
. Cross over two couples. -
Tuese Figures are long progressive; but

being inapplicable to the use of the Tables,

(leaving Lﬁe Dancer in a wrong situation) will

be here explained, | .

They each take a sirain of long measure un-
repeated, in their performance, or a strain of
short, rcFm.‘.cd. hey may be used in Dances,
in lieu of a long Figure performed at top, fol-
lowed by a shert Figure : the reason for which
is, that the before-mentioned Figure bring-
ing the Dancers down two couples instead
of one, some Figure will be necessary to be
applied to take them up one or two couples,
they must therefore be followed by *‘half
Figure-on your own side.” 'They may also be
used in lieu of a long Figure at top, and a short
Erﬁ ressive Figare, and then followed by a

alf or short Figure from the bottom, to bring
the leading couple into the centre. They may
be substituted for two long Figures performed
at top, that end in the same place,’ by being
used with others, thus, * cross over two couple,”
and then, “swing round two couple up to the
top;” or, “swing round two couple,” and

“ cross over two couple, up to the top.” They

may also he used, thas, ¢ cross over two couple

from the top,” *-cross up one couple,” and

“ half FKFigure from contrary sides,”~ either

round ihe top or boltoni couples; or, “ swing

round- two couples,” followed by the two
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Irregular Figures.

o

last mentioned short Figures. Thus accoms
panied, they must be used or substituted for
a long progressive Figure, and a Jan% Figure,
from the centre. 'They may be used instead
of a long Figure at top, and a lorng progressive
Figure, thus * cross over two couple,” and
‘“ whole pousette with the third couple:” it iy
the same with “gwing round two couple.”
Hence it will be seen, that neither of the two
irrEglular Figures here treated on can be the
concluding Figure in any Dance.

The first or top Lady crosses and sels
between the second and third Gentlemen.

The first or top Gentleman crosses and sets
between the second and third Ladies.

This is the only whole progressive Figure ;
and, indeed, the only whole Figure in the
System, that leaves the couple on contrary or

opposite sides. In the Eerfnrmance, it must be
; fu‘lrowed either by * half Figure from the
centre,’”’ round the top or bottom couples, or by
“ cross over one couple,” in order to bring the
couple on their own sides.* It may be used

—

* It might be imagined, by persons unacquainted with
Dancing, that many Figures might be performed from- the
centreand top, on opposite sides: but itisa rulein Country
Dancing, never to begin a whole Figure on opposite sides,
nor to remain there, but immediately to perform some
short or half. Figure, to bring the Dancers back to their
own sides, (except it be in one instance, where they may
petform a hailf Figure, and remain on contrary sides lo
perform another half Figure, which is, * half Figure con-
trary sides.” : ,
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instead of a whole or-long-Figure performed at
toﬂ, that brings the Dancers to their places,
fo

owed by a half progressive Figure; or hya —

short progressive Figure, followed by a whole
or long EEI.;'I.II‘E from the centre,. Were these
Figures to be formed into Dances, it must he
remembered, that another short or half Figure
would be required, to fill up the measure of the
music, even to a single Figure; as may likewise
be the case with those mentioned in some of the
other articles in this chapter. It is not here to
be shewn, how many Figures a Dance should
be composed of, (they being governed by the
length, and number of strains in the music,
‘which maybe known on reference to the TaBLEs,
‘and the Cuaaprer on Country DanNcE
Music;) but to give instructions for using all
those Figures that leave the Dancers either on
opposite sides, or between the third and fourth
couples, and shewing what Figures should follow
them, to bring the Dancers either to their own
side, or back to their places. ==

" HALF FIGURES

It wae, by the frequent introduction of half
Figures, blended with short Figures, that the
n]dg“ Country Dances were rendered so difficult
to ‘perform; as in many of them, several half
Figures were to be found added to double
Figures; and when the tunes consisted eof
several strains. it was very common for the
Dance to consist of ten, twelve, or more Figures,
and the greater part of them either short or half

Figﬂ TES., p :
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Irregular Figures.

LIST OF HALF FIGURES.

Cross over one couple

Ha lf Figure on your own side.

Figure at ar from the top round the
:ﬂnnd couple.

Half hgur.e from yaur own sides, raund the

top
aff? Figure from your own sides, round the
bottom couple.

Half Frg'urs contrary sides.,

Half Figure at or f[rom the top contrary
sides round second couple.

Half Figure from contrary sides round the
bottom couple.

Half Figure from contrary sides round the
top couple. _

ON HALF FIGURES.
Thewr effect and uses in the Danee.

Half Figures require great care and attention
in the performance of them, as they all leave the
Dancer on the opposite sides [see the Dmgrams El
(except ‘“ half Figure on your own sides,” whic
if it duen not leave the Dancers on opposite

sides, takes them down two couples instead of
_nne.} No one half Figure occurs in a Dance, |

without being either ‘Preceded or followed by
another short or half Figure, to fill up the.

measure of the music,* and the:r numbers are

% Rxcept where the Strains consist of twelve Bars, which
now very seldom occur, as that Measure is not admissi-
ble io the present System of English Country Dancing.
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generally two, four, six, &c. - To prove.that the
- use of half Figures reuders the Dances more dif-
ficult than whole Figures, an exampie is given,
shewing the difference between whole and half
Figures in a Dance of two parts or strains to a
single Figure, which is the smallest quantity of
Figure that can be used to form a Dance, this: to
a tune in long measure, as ** Fisher’s Hornpipe™ "
played straight through, to set it with two long
Figures,” viz. “ whole Figure at top,” =~ and
“ whole pousette.”’ = To set it with four half
Figures as ‘¢ half Figure on your own sides,’
‘“ set and change places,” — ¢ half Figure round
the top couple,” and * half Figure round the
bottom couple from contrary sides.”” = Thus it
may be seen, that four half Figures take no more
time in their performance tﬁnn two whole or
long Figures; and by this comparison it is
shewn how difficult Dances to double Wisures .
may be rendered, when wholly composed of
short or balf Figures, instead of being composed
(as they generally are) entirely of long or whole
Figures, to render them easy and suitable to the
talent of modern Dancers. As the half (irre-
gular) Figures cannot be applied to the use of
the Tables, the method of applying them is con-
fined to this chapter.

CROSS OVER ONE COUPLE.

Tais is a short progressive Figure, leaving
the pérformers on opposite sides: and when
commenced from their own sides, must always
be followed by some short or half Figure, to
bring them back again; otherwise it follows
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some short or half Figure, which has left -the .
Dancer on opposite sides, to bring them back
again. It may be used from several situations,
as will be shewn, progressively gaining a couple
every time it-is performed.* hen performed
at or from the top, it may be followed by half
Figure from contrary sides round thetop couple,.
which will bring the Dancers to their own
sides; or followed by half Figure round the
bottom couple from contrary sides, which will
also bring the Dancers on their own sides, and
into ‘the centre. These Figures, thus united,
may be substituted for a !ong“]eprﬂgressfm
Figure, performed from or at the top; or a
short Figure from the centre, or a short Figure
at top, followed by a short progressive Figure.
When this Figure follows, * half Figure on
our own sides,” and that Figure not preceded
zy any short Figure, then, it leaves the Dancer
in the centre on opposite sides, and must be fol-
lowed by a half Figure from contrary sides,
round either the top or bottom couples; then
these Figures united may be substituted for a
long Figure performed at or from the top, fol-
lowed by a short progressive Figure; or by a
short Figure at top, followed by a long pro-
oressive Kigure; or by two short Figures at
top, followed by a short progressive Figure; or
by a short progressive Figure from the top,
followed by two short Figures in the centre; or
by a short Figure at top, followed bya short
progressive and a short Figure in the centre.

* This progressive Figure may be used in the re-action
of a Dance, [see the article, * long progressive Figures,”]
which is the reason that it may be performed from so many
different situations in the Dance. sl
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When this Figure is preceded by any short
Figure at top, then it may likewise have sub-
stituted for it any of the above named Figures :
there must be Figure equal to three-short
Figures performed, to bring the Dancers on
their own sides, and to enable them to gaifia
eouple towards the bottom, as this Figure
(*“ cross over ome couple,”’) will, when per-
formed from the top, and preceded by a short
Figure ; or performed after “ half Figure on
your own sides.” And when this Figure is
erformed from opposite sides, asit frequently
15, particularly in the re-action of the Dance,
then a long progressive Figure may be sub-
stituted for it, or a short Figureat top, anda
short lgrngressi?e Figure ; or a short progres-
sive Figure, and a short Figure in the centre;
when performed from the centre round the top
couple, it may be substituted for a short Figure in
the centre, and a short progressive Figure round
the top couple, as * swing with right hands round
‘the top couple;” or by a whole progressive
Figure round the top couple. When it is per-
formed round the bottom couple, then a whole
progressive Figure may be substituted for it, and
the half Figure that must precede it. It is to be
remembered, that when performed from this
situation, round either the top or bottom couples,
it can never be the first or concluding Fiigure in
a2 Dance, for when performed round the bottom,
it leaves the Dancer a couple too low,; and when
round the top, a couple too high; therefore it
must be followed by some one Figure or Figures,
to bring the Dancers into the centre on their
own sides, so that whenever this Figure is
found in a Dance, and performed from the
situation mentioged, a long, or instead, fwo
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short Figures, must be perforimed l:;eﬁ:gre-; this
can be ‘used as ** the Lady crosses between the

second and third Gentlemen,” and * the. Gen- 3

tleman crosszs between the second and third

Ladies ;”” or a short progressive Figure,. anda :
half Figure, either round the top or bottom

couples. - kIt may follow a half Figure on con-
trary sides, and be performed from the bottom,
when it brings the Dancers into the centre on
their own sides. A careful perusal’ of . this

chapter, with a previous knowledge of the. .'

qualities and uses of the other Figures, and the
lengths and measures of the different strains of
the musie, will enable the learner to use the
Figures herein treated on, correctly, and to sub-
stitute them at pleasure for others.

RS T,
e s .

H'ALF FIGURE
On Yyour -_Iuwn_ sides.

Is a short progressive Figure ; but as it takes
and leaves the Dancers down two couple instead

of one, must always be followed by some Figure,

to take them up either one or two couples,
which may be done by * crossing over one
couple,” or using any of the half progressive
Figures from the bottom, as a re-action ; if fol-
- lowed by *¢ cross over one couple,’”” that Figure
must again be followed by a -half Figure from
opposite sides, performed in the cerdre. 'The
three Fligures ‘thus united may be substituted
for a whole Figure from the top, followed by a
short progressive Figure; or.by a short Kigure
at top, followed by a whole prggressive Figure;

e s . R
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Irregular Figures.

or a long progressive Figure, followed by a
short Figure in the centre; or a short progres-
sive and two short Figures from the centre.

i If ¢ half Figure on your own side,” is followed
. by “ cross over two couples” from the bottom,

it must be used instead of a Jong, followed by a
short Figure at'the top; if followed by ‘“ swing
with right hands round two couple” from the
bottom, it will be exactly the same. Whenever

; this Figure is used for a re-action, which 1is

sometimes the case, and begun at the boltom, 1t
always leaves the Dancers at the top ; and when
performed from the top, always leaves them at
the bottom ; this must always be preceded or
followed by a short or half Figure to fill up the
time of the music. | .

———agi——

~ HALF FIGURE
At or fi'vm the-taji, round the secand couple.

- As this Figure, when performed, (which is
always at or from the top of a miNoR SEgm,)
leaves the: Dancers on contrary sides, it must be
tollowed by some other short or half ‘Figure,
either to fill. up the measure of the music, or
to bring the Dancer back to his own side. It
may be followed by * cross over one couple,”
which will act as a progréssive Figure, and
bring the Dancers down one couple. It may be
used instead of a short Figure. at top, as
‘“ allemande,” followed by a half progressive
Fii‘"'ej “ swing round the second couple ;” -or
a short progressive Figure followed by a short
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Figure in the centre, instéad of a whole pro-

gressive Figure; or it may be followed by 3}
“ half Figure contrary sides,” and * cross over i}
?e at bottom,” which will bring the

Dancer into the centre; it may then be. used 3j:
instead of a whole Figure at top, followed bya i}
half progressive Figure; or bya short Figure .j
~ at top, followed by a whole progressive Figure; .4
or a short progressive, followed .by a whole |

one coup

Fligure in the centre.

e R W

HALF FIGURE

From your own sides, round the lop couple. . .

This Figure is always performed from the

centre, round the top couple, and leaves the 3}

Dancers on the contrary sides; it must con-
secfent} y be immediately followed hy some short
or half Figure, to bring them back to their own
sides, if not to their own places. 1t may be
followed "by * half Figure round the third or
bottom couple,” and used instead of a *“ whole
Figure in the centre;*’ or it may be followed
by “ cross over one couple to the top,”” and
substituted for anyshort Figure in' the centre,
as ‘““turn your partoer,”” followed by a short
progressive Figure performed in the centre with
the top couple,* as “swing with right hands
round top couple;” or they may be performed,
instead of a whole prnglressive Figure ‘in the
centre, with the top couple. :

* For further instructiorion this subject, see the note
o “ Long progressive Figures,” on the re-action of Figures.
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HALF FIGURE

From your own sides, round the bottom
: couple.

This Figure is performed from the centre, on
your own sides, by the leading couple round the
third or bottom couple; and as it leaves the
Dancers on the opposite sides, must be followed
by some short or half Figure, to bring them

- back to their own sides, if not to their places,
and to fill up the measure of the music. It may
~ be followed by ‘¢ half Figure round the top
couple,”” and used instead of a whole Figure in
the centre, or ¢ two short Figures in the centre;”
or it may be followed by “ cross over one couple,
round the top couple ;" and substituted for an
short Figure performed in the centre, follow
by a ghort progressive Figure, performed from
the centre ; (this will leave the Dancers at top
and must be followed by some progressive
Figure, if they wish to regain the centre;) or,
instead of a w{nle or long progressive Figure
erformed in the centre, which will likewise
eave the Dancers at top, but on their own sides,
and must be followed by some progressive Figure
to bring them into the centre ; it may likewise
be followed by ¢ cross over one couple round
the bottom ;”’ and likewise followed E a short.
progressive Figure, which will bring them back
to their places in the centre, and which may be:
substituted for a long Figure in the centre, fol~
lowed by a short Figure ; or three short Figures. -
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HALF FIGURE
On conirary sides.

The couple that perform this Figure must
always be at the top, on contrary sides ; and
when it is performed, it leaves them in the place
of the third couple, where they must not remain,
but immediately perform some Figure, to brin
them on their own sides. - It ‘may.-be followe
by ¢ half Figure at bottom, round’ the third
couple :” or by ‘ cross over one couple,” which
will bring them a couple nearer the top, and
leave them in the centre on their own sides.

HALF FIGURE

At or ﬁ'ﬂm the top, on contrary sides, round
- second couple.

- As the couple that perform this Figure are
always on contrary sides, it is generally per-
formed round the second couple, to bring the
Dancers to their -places. Itis sometimes per-
formed from the centre, round the third couple,
and is thén called half Figure, round the bottom
couple.. . When this Figure is performed. at top,
should the Dancers want to remain at top on
their own sides, then no substitute for: this
Figure can be found; but if, they wish to gain
one couple down the dance, then ¢ cross over
one couple’’ may be used; if performed from
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P

==

the centre, then ¢ half Figure round the top
couple,’” will serve as a substitute to bring them
to their own sides ; and should they wish to gain

the top from the centre, ‘“ cross over one couple”
may be used. 2

HALF FIGURE .

From contrary sides, round the bollom
couple.

This Figure is always performed from the
centre, on contrary sides, by the leading or
central couple, round the bottom couple, to bring
the Dancers back to their places in the centre.
The only substitate for this Figure, i1s * half
Figure round the top couple :”” “ cross over one
couple” might be used, to bring them on their
own side; bulas it:is a progressive Figure, it
will leave the Dancer either at the top or bottom,
and must be followed by some progressive
Figure, to bring them into the centre, [See
the article, ¢ long progressive Figures.”]

HALF FIGURE

From contrary sides, 1o und the top couple.

This Figurc is a!wag.-:; performed in the centre
of any miNor ST, from contrary sides, round
the top couple, to bring the Dancers back to
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their own sides, and to their own places. The
DHI}' substitute for this Figure, to bring them to
.their own sides and own places, is * qflﬁgm
round the third or bottom couple ;"* cross over
one couple may be used : but it will act as a
progressive Figure, and either leave them at the
top, or in the third couple’s place.
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UNSYSTEMATICAL

OR

Bouble Long Figures,

———

Taose Figures denominated ‘ unsystemati-
cal,or double long’’ derive their names from their
unusual length, (being twice the length of the
long Figures,)and cannot beappliéd in the use of
the Tables, for the Systematical Composition of
Dances. Those given here wholly belong to the
class of ()ld Figures,.and are performed from
the top, where they also end. They are fre~

uently used to double Figures, (being too long
?ur' single Figures, requiring a strain of long
measure repeated,) to render them, what is
termed easy, by having a less number of Figures
in them, one serving as a substitute for two long,
or four short.  The following article will ex-
~ plain their uses, and in what mauner they should

Ee united with other Figures, and applied to the
music. - ;

The following extraordinary long Figures,
will, each take two strains of music unrepeated,
in long measure, or a strain repeated, and are
equal in length to {we long Figures. :

Chace round twu- couple, and back again.

Hey contrary, and hey on your own sides.

The three Ladies lead round the three Gentlemen ; and the
three Gentlemen lead ronnd the three Ladies.
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The first Lady, sets to the second Gentleman, and turns %
the third; and the first Gentleman, sets to the second §
Lady, and turns the third. -

They may be used in all Dances set to donble
Figures, in lieu of two long Figures performed
at top, that begin and end in the same place, or
four short Figures performed at top, with this
observance, that Figures, for which either of
these are substituted, are performed to one strain
of the music repeated, long measure, (which can
only occur in double Figures;) this may be
easily known, by attending to what has before
been advanced, that each strain of the music
will take one long, or two short Figures; so
that by counting the Figures, the proper place
for substituting these extraordinary long ones
will easily be found. - For example, suppose
the Dance to commence with two long Figures
performed at top, that end where they begin,
‘marked in the Tables, 1,- 2, under that head,
these two- Figures so marked, will take the first
strain of a tune in long measure repeated, to.a
double Figure, and then either of the above
Figures may be substituted for them. Butif a
Dince were to commence with "three long
Figures at top, marked in the Tables, 1, 2, 3,
under that head, it would be improper to take
the two last Kigures, 2, 3: for the Figures so
substituted would be performed to two different
strains of the music, No. 2, being the repeat of
the lst strain, and No. 3, the first time of play-
ing the second strain; but whena Dance com- .
mences with four long Figures at top, either the
two first, or the two last, may have one of these
extra long Figures substituted, as it would in
that case be performed in one'strain repeated:
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Unsystematical Figures.

again, if the Dance commences with four short
Figures, at or from the top, one of the extra
long Figures may be substituted for them ; or
afier the first strain has been repeated, in lieu
of any Figures performed at top to the second
or third strains repeated.
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' ESSAY ON THE. DEPORTMENT

Person in Country Dancing.

TrAT ease and grace are the ornaments of
dancing, and a graceful &qmrtment of the per-
son on all occasions;-mecgssdry, no one can
deny, for without thése:aniBBi8hments, the most
correct Dancer, (so far4§sregards Figures and
steps only,) would be i to an automaton
Figure ; for by the meafis of mechanism, it may
be made to move with an agility, the human
frame is incapable of. ‘But yet, the rapid motions
it displays, consist of i

the beautlﬁll curvye, - an tﬂl

aerpentme line, klﬂ alone to be d Bptayed

pleasing effect, a’ﬁiﬁ:r-he“seen with admiration
n nmmﬁe&m ‘motions of which, all
loveliness, all ease i gncia are to

admiring view, whilst straight lines produee
appearances of strength, pain, and labour. It
has been frequently observed, that that gﬂ of
the creation which we mnslder the most uti-
ful in form, make the most beautiful motions;
for mstanca the swan has ever been accounted
one of the mnat beautiful animals in the creation;
but it is not the form alone that strikes us as




ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 255

beautiful, but the idea coupled with it, that that

| form is capable of being varied into so. many

and beautiful forms. In the species of horses,
that is said to be the most beautiful whose neck

| 18 longest and most bowed, as being capable of

the greatest variety of motion. Birds are gene-
rally preferred to Quadrupeds, as being capable
of more motion; and flying insects, as butter-
flies, to creeping ones. e also find in all
things the gentle motions are made in curved
lines, and the violent ones in straight lines; for

. whether birds, beasts, fishes, or insects, they all

-~
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dart on their prey in straight lines, and gambol
in curved lines. Much more might be said on
this subject, but I think the hints that I have
given, are sufficient to convince every one of the
supenoril-ly of curved lines. With respect to
their application to dancing, 1 have only to re-
t wfat Shakespeare has said in his Winter's
ale, “ When you dance, I wish you a wave
o’ the sea.”* 1t will not be herein attempted
to lay down rules of grace, of attitude, and
motion in dancing, particularly, but a few ob-
servations, pointing’ ont some of the leading
features, may not, perhaps, be thought su
fluous. - It is an old adage, that te do good we
have ofily to avoid deing evil, that is strictly
applicable to the present subject. Therefore
it will first be endeavoured to point out those
habits, 'which. so many persons contract in de-
fiancé of the laws of grace. e |

Making aukward bows, or rather, a nodding inclination of
the ‘in swinging and tursing corners in Country
- Dancing. . ; e

t sh;kw allnded no doubt to the Minust Dancing,
as that graceful and dignified departmeat of thre. art, con-
sists chiefly of waving lines. 2

P
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Shufiling and rattling about the feet:
Looking at the feet. =

-Eendmg the arm at the elhnw, in giving the hsmd in Danc-
ing, or in thﬁ presentmg of any thmg to anﬂther..

Euirlmg the hands of any persun tnu fast in joining hands,
across swmgmg corners, &e.

Bendmg down the hands of your partum in the: Ilancﬂf
Ben&mg the huqy furward

‘In swinging or turning corners in "Country.
Dancing, there exists no necessity for introduc-
ing a bow or inclination of the head, the hand
is.to be given, as hereafter is. mentmned the
head and bndjr bearing a proportionate ease to
the necessary action %’lhe feet and arms. ~ -

Shuffling and rattlm.:.:; about the feef in Ball
Room Dancing, is extremely vulgar, and on no
occasion so properly introduced as in Sailor’s

Hornpipes, or Comi¢ . Dances, and ouly ‘cal-

culated for Stage effect.

Looking. at the feet, either in wnlking or
Dancing, gives an appearance of self-sufficiency,
or superiority over others. 'An inclination of
the head may be considered a great addition to

ding position; and the ancients, who sur-
pa d the moderns in their ideas of' grace, have
seldom delineated a Figure without an. inclina-
tion of the head, unless in some ﬁulentattii:udes :
but an easy ::nntempla;twe attitude, is very dif-
ferent from the action displayed in Dancmg, 50
that teo look down, is.to be insensible of the
-hl]I'I'ﬂLlﬂdlﬂg objects, and is almost certain to
produce errors, and create contempt.

Many persons, instead of extending the arm

l!lmn hands in Dancing, get as close asthey
W'E

can’ to the person wlth whom they dre to

o= -'-\.'ﬂﬂll-_,l
[ TR . .
T B S ML A S LRt LRI D i ] T L e 0
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perform the Figure ; by which means they must
each bend the arm at the elbow, thereby pro-
ducing two angles, instead of one serpentine
line, which not only gives to such persons an
appearance of lamepess, but produces an ex-
tremely inelegant effect. X

It is a common error with the Gentlemen,
instead of lightly touching the hands of the
Ladies, to hold them so fast, that ‘they can
scarcely disengage themselves, which is vulgar in
the extreme, and destroys all appearance of
ease m the performance. '

Some persons have a very disagreeable method
of bearing down tlie hands of their partiiers, in
leading down the middle ; others again lift them
up and dowa ‘dalternately, in the same” Figure;

thesé are gross errors, and ought particularly to
be &vhidégf - Buf 'thrz"gré-ate:tg anﬂ:\f Eengral
errors’in Dancing, as in all other things; is that,
persons attemipt ‘more than they are able: to
execute well, which entirely destroys -the good
effects of things theyare perfectly compelent to.
~In the présenting of a glove,’card,”&c. fo
another, the’arny hould bé raised ¢asily; 1eaving
the body with a raising mofion" of the ¥€lbow,
and thep-extending the armi ferward: to ¥s point
of distance, - i i e B

In walking, it may frequently ‘be observed,
that persons either shuffle along, or as if run-
ning, destroy the appearante and déportmént of
the whole Kigure. The feet should adva#ee
alternately; turned rather outwardly, and the
action commence and descend with equal and
proportionately easy action from the hip to the
toe; the equilibrium of the body preserved,
without any apparent stiffness, and in passing
each other, a slight inelination of the head 1s
occasionally necessary.

To Dance gracefully, every attitude, ‘every

- P
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movement, must seem rather the effect of acci-
dent than design ; nothing should seem studied,
for whatever seems studied, seems laboured, and
every such appearance is absolutely incompati-
ble with any endeavour at a display of graceful
ease. Some persons imagine that great execu-
tion with the feet is all that is required in
Dancing, but let such persons be reminded, that
it is equally necessary to a graceful effect, that
attention be paid to the disposition of the arms
and. hands, ds.to execution by the feet, for it is
not the motions of the feet aluna that. charm
- the eye of taste, but the carriage of the whole
Fl ure, the action of each part correspondin
the other, a graceful elevation of 't 5
m the perfnrmanne of both steps .and F‘lgul‘E,
an £a8y.. SHAY. of the whole frame, in ‘¢ swing-
s “he LIL%, .- the hands gent] msed
presented to, Jﬂlﬂ, your
n;themmehme ently curved, . mthnutma.hng
angles by too: md y raising them, or using
force Ihen joimed. In all. movements of the
feet, the toes pointed Jownwards, and in general
i (as .mugh. as with ease to the porformer
1;:qm. be) eutwards.

2¥ing - pointed out the most stnkmg errors,
wrth instructions for their removal, it is recom-
lﬁhndad to all those whose mtuahunﬂ in life, re-
quire . of them partmulnrly to :guard - against
wukﬂ# habits, to stud}t depontmﬁni on im:r}

ecgasion. - _

L T i L. (A
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ETIOUETTE®

THE BALL ROOM,

AS lr.i-in:rlcmm.r RELATES
T0

 COUN TRY DAN CIN G

-l-.l'l"l."ll MORE

.E:EC.E.NTLI’ a..rn FASHIONABLY mmomn

Speries of Banamgi

et 5T o

Quadrilles, Spﬂmh Dmﬂq, Epoasmas.
Wa&zmg and Qmidnﬂe Gomtvy Dmmg

WHEH thaauthnr ﬁl‘ﬁt mtmﬂuc.ﬂd tha Etl qtte
of the Ball Room, for the ¢ &ﬂal_?rs;aqof
try Dancing,” nnd the:work entitled ““'& GQili
Eﬂﬂn te the Ball'Boom,” Enghaﬁ Country
ces and Reels; were the on generally.in-
troduced Ball Room Dances, & J
.the Etiquette;and mmemmﬂiﬂmﬂ £%-
clusively : applicable ':fo! .them, . were.. {regted
on, but as- fashions of -other- descriptions! have
been impréved u n,.ﬂt'.lhl.! that fashienable and
pﬂhte lccumph ment ﬂanmng bmmpmec{

H.

! th:]ihqueunoftheﬂﬂlnmﬁnhen
already im_one of the author’s Tormer blica-
tions, yet it could not'be dupcnﬂ:l with m’_ﬂ!lii #uﬁ -




260 THE COMPLETE SYSTEM OF

and added to, not only to afford greater amuse-
ment, but a more extended and improved
s%‘ecies of the art, introduced for the purpose of
affording much pleasing variety to those who
deliqht in. ““tripping it on. the light fantastic
toe,” and’ to ‘fit’ them for the progressively im-
proved circles of fashion. The author, to meet
the object, has introduced ¢ New Quadrilles,”
“ Spanish. Dances,”. % Ecossoises,”” ¢ Waltz
and Quadrille Country Dancing ;”'* all of which
are formed or constructed on principles different
from ¢¢ the English Country D¥ance,”” and some
of them taking a different formation, as the
circular movements in Wallxing, the Octagon
for Quadrilles, &c.. And although Ecossoises
and Spanish Country Dances, are formed in
two parallel lines, similar to English Country
Dadnces, yet the leading couples are placed in
different situations, and the progressive motions
are also different..in their.respective perfor-
mances. . Consequently the directions given for
English Country Dancing will not apfﬁy, as is
.clearly ‘obvieus to these improved, ‘and ~more
recently, and fashionably introduced species of
the art. Therefore, to render this chapter of
more general utility, some directions ‘will be
‘given for regulating the calls; and a correct and
%’ac&ﬂzl ‘performance of the different species of

ancing, as now generally introduced. It is
réquisite here to observe, that in the following
skételi, the  minutiz of the duties of the con-
-dactor,” or of- the company comprising ‘a" Ball,
‘have not-been entered into, nor are any of the
‘bye-laws and- rules belonging to any private or
particular Assenibly given, 'being confined only

i' P ol
*_This new Species of Dancing is entirely of the author's
invention, the preceptor to which is now in the press, and
will contain full directions for the correct performance
of the Quadrille Country Dances, the whole of the Figures
will 4ll be explained by diagrams. iR
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%o: the Etiguette of such’’public and -private
Balls, where the persons composing ‘the :com-
pany take their places in the Dance accurdm% to
their number. At Court, and some other select
Balls and Assemblies, planes are taken- ar.curﬂ-
:mg to precedence. o Tatat

@n enterm the Ball Iloum each Lpd .-m-
tending to dance must be presented by the
Master.of the Ceremnmes witha ticket, on which
is inscribed the number of her call,t ﬂr:.cnrdmg
to which they afterwards take their places in the
Dance. The first Lady is ent:tled to No. 1;}
the second to No. 2, and so on. These numbers
should be placed in 2 conspicnous place, and
‘remain there till the Dancing is finished, to pre-
vent any misunderstanding resper,tmg situatmns
in' the Dance; for no one can claim a place,
without dlsplaymg their ticket.

Gentlemen are not permitted to enter the Ball
Room, in boots, spurs, gaiters, trowsers, or with
canes. or sticks ; nor are loose antalnﬁns con-
sidered pruper for a Full Dress a]l

* A very full Treatisc on the Etiquette of these Amm
blies will be given in a future publication. =

+ 1n sorme particular companies, it is sometimes fuund
convenient to give the numbers to the Gentlemen instead
of the Ladies: ghll seldom occiurs in/fashionable parties:;

1 Itisa rule 3t some Balls, to give. the: person “who
takes No. 1. another number also,-as No. 9. (but-this is:not
an established rule, the propriety of it entirely resting with
the Master of the ﬂeremomes} then two of that number are
requisite; in case-the 4ime will not permit for nine Dances ;
the ninth couple is entitled to their call before No.1. This
second number ls sometimes given, to induce persons to
taka No. 1..it. being sumehme.s refused, as after their call,

they are obliged to stami at the battom.of the room durmg
the rest of evening ; buf by others, it is considered an
honour 1o lead off the fitst Dance.

PO
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- ‘The most proper Dance for opering the Ball
is & Minuet. - _

After the Ball has been opened, (should there
be an opening Dance,) it is the. -duty of the
Master of the Ceremonies to call.up and place
the company in couples nm:urdmﬁe to their
nembers, beginning with No. 1, atthe top, No.
2. the next, and so on in succession, till all the
nambers that-were given out are called up ; that
is; to the highest number, which will be'placed
at the bottom of the set.

" The usual honors of bows and courtesies
should be obsérved at ‘the commencement and
conclusion of each Dance. i '

In large Assemblies, it it sometimes requisite
to divide the company into divisions or sets, dis-
tinguished by figures or letters ;; but most gene-
rat.llfy by Jetters, as ‘A first Set, B second Set, &c.
The top conple:in the division or Set A call the
first Dance; then the top“ceuplein the division
or Set B call the second Dance ; and afterwards
the-second couple in A ; then second couple in
B: and se on throughout each Set. -'EVhen
tickets are not made out for. different Sets, and
the -company are tdo numerous. to-stand. in ene
Bet, they may bedivided, and: all the odd num-
bers;:as' Noy ;- MNo:8; No. 5, Ne: 7, &e: stand
all-in one-Set ;. and the even-numbersy agiNo. 2
No. 4, No: 6; No, 8;'in the other 5 then: tﬁa-'m_li
will “be the same, ‘beginning with No. 1, ficst,
afterwards to the other. Set, which: will ‘he
No. Sy &e. - - ..

- NV¥hen it: so - happens; 'that - the company-dre
~ divided"into twd or more Sets, care should be
taken' in forming the Sets, so each of them
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shall, if possible, contain an egnal " with
the other; angd should :it ‘uravoidably océiiry as
sometimes is the case, that one df’ the Sets con-
tains more than the others, and as more time will
- be required to finish the Dance by :that :Set, the
persons composing the other -Sets, or finishing
the Dance, sh retire-to their seats, :till the
Dance shall be gone through by ¢ach couple
in the longest Set, and.the.. oy of” thie: Cere-
monies declares the Dance finished, and b
giving a signal to the leader of the band, s
silence the musiec. % Ly

. When: the Sets are of an unequal length, as
described in the above article, by permission of
fhe Master of the Ceremonies, shortest Set
‘or Sets may continue Dancing on, till the per-
sons in the Set containing the greatest number
of persons have completely finished the Danee.

When a m’mﬁény is divided into different
Sets, -no person must attempt to change their
Set, without permission of the Master of the

Ceremonies.

- When Quadrilles are intended to be Danced,
a separate Set of Quadrille numbers ahq}tild be
given out, independent of .the numbers for the
general Dancing, as' Country Dancing, KEcos-
-soisesy; &c. ; the usual numbers in thelguadrille
. Sets, are either 8, 12, or 16, which is thegre
-numbers contained in any. Set of 'Quadrilles.
The distribution of these numbers, .with the
arrangement of the Sets, must be left to the
direction of- the Master of the Ceremonijes.”

- Any Lady or (Gentleman, altering their num-
ber, or not producing it when called:for; must
stand at the bottom of the Dance or Set they
-belqngtn_ PSR e I e LT T
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No couple ought to refuse to stand up directty

the Dance is called, as it ehewe greet ereepeet
to the .Ladj’ who calls it.

Two Ladies, or two Gentlemen, cannot
Dance tegether without permission of the
Master of the Ceremonies; nor can permission
be' given while -there are an equel pumber of
Ladies and Gentlemen.

In the absence ef Gentlemen when Ladies

farmltted to form couples, end in the absence
of Ladies, when it occurs that Gentlemen are
]Jerm:tted to form. couples, they must elweye
- ete,nd at the bottom. of the bet

Tadiavor Gentlemen ferrmlng eeuplee, are not
entitled, to a call according to either of their
numbers, without thie permission of the Master
et" the Cerememee as they lose their pnwle e

y standing ther; and it is entirely
nne.l mth t ter of the Ceremonies to
permlt two Gentlemen to stand together.

Should any Lady lose her number, on ap-
plication to the Meeter of ‘the Ceremenlee ell:e

ehuuld be furnished with another, e.eeerdlng to

which she must take her place in the Dance.

Ladies end Gentlemen being without part-
ners, should apply to the Master of the Cere-
monies, whose plaee :t le, 1f P—OBﬂlh].E, to- pre-
vide them g

Al persons standin up efter the Deeee'has
commenced, must stand at the bottom of the Set

for that Denee and take their plaee eeeerdmg
to their numbere in the. next. :

Any pereen etandmg up, without the knew-

R
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ledge of the Master of the. Ceremonies, .and

found in a2 wrong place ageording to: their

gmher, must be placed at the bottom of the
t. - - i

Any couple wishing to retire early, should
deliver their number to the Master of the Cere-
monies, that he may know such.a couple is ab-
sent when.the numbers are called .up.

The couple about to call the Dance, should
inform the Master of the Ceremonies of the
Tune and Figure, that he may givé directions to
the different Sets, (if more than one) and direct
the band accordingly; the tune should be once
played over before the Dance commences.: =~ .

The Master of the Ceremonies can object to
any call that affords a reasonable ground of
complaint, sich as length or difficulty of Figure;
but the couple whose call is rejected, have the
liberty of calling another Dance less objec-
tionable, and more suitable to the ability of the
Eﬂm;lfallj'. : . : . Y83

Should any couple, after calling a Dance,
find themselves incapable of performing it, they
may call’ another;-but if the same difficulty
~occurs in the second call, the Master of the -
Ceremonies may transfer the call to the next
couple, and.place the couple. 5o failing .at the
bottom:of the 'Sgt, R ] e : B oy LT R

o e g e TRt e i oo A TR

Should any couplestop, or perform_ the same
Figure twice with the same couple, .they must
.drop one couple,-or stand out, as’they must ‘net
: in' the'same Figure.

intefy }__t]_;?a_‘_sgjﬁgt"folinw

+|j_,_i-:i a, (K] L] ' 'p..'hl‘i i *

satelles i ey o 8 st R T : Ticid ! o oty BT .
- 'The different Sets (if thagmge.nmihag,qne,)
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should all begin the Figure at the 'same time 2s
the one that calls the Dance. . -~ .

When the couple calling the Dance has gone
down three* couples, then the second couple
should begin; and so on with all the couples in
succession, till after the one that called it has
regained the top and proceeded again three
couple downwards, where the Dance is finished :
and the couple that called it must stand at -the
bottom for the next Dance. '

When a Dance is finished, the Master of the
Ceremonies should give the signal to the leader
of-the band to leave off, to EI‘E'I“Ent any unne-

cessary noise, or clapping of hands.

. No person should leave the room, or evern sit
down, . before the Dance is finished, unless .on
some very particular occasion; and -not then,

without first informing the Master of the Cere-
monies. .

It is the duty of the Master of the Ceremo-
nies alone to direct the band; and for the band
to obey no other person.

* Tt has been always usual for the second couple tnﬁo
off as soon as the top couple have gone down ﬂnﬂ:gﬂ& :
but this frequently proves wrﬁ inconvenient, particularly
when the Figures occupy the whole three couple,as * swing
or turn corpers,” * hands six round.” &c.: then a Dance
appears all bustle, by not having a neutral couple between
to divide each minor Set, as they are termed, therefore it is
better to go down four couple instead of threeé; before the
second couple set off. In Spanish Dances, and
the leading couples may ,go, off , eyery . three;conple;as
noné of the Figures in these named Dances, require more
than two ceuple to their Ec!ﬁ:rmnnﬂg, ‘therefore the third
is always theneutral eouple.? =1) =i = o0 oL e
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-No person should leave the room immediately

| afterithey have had their call, without the Dane-

ing is concluded for the evening, as it evinces
great disrespect to the company. |

No Dance ought to be performed twice the
same evening. - .

Such persons as may dislike any Dance that is
called, instead of interrupting the performance,
or endeavouring by any means to have the same
altered, should retire to their seats.

No person during a Country Dance, should
hiss, clap, or make any other noise, to interrupt
the goof order of the company.

No Lad _;r or Gentleman must, during a Coun-
iry Dance, attempt at Reels, or any other
Figures, in the same room.

Snapping the fingers, in Country Dancing and
Reels,pgn the sugl:ﬁien howl ut:yyell' tuug fre-
quently practised, ought particularly to be
avoided, as partaking too much of the customs
of barbarous nations; the character and effect
by such means given to the Dance, being adapted
only to the stage, and by no means suited to the
Ball Room. |

"~ No person isentitled to two calls the same
everiing, (unless in their turn with the others)
without ‘the’ permission of the Master of the
Ceremonies. |

"~ Between the Country Dances, i:_ih_ jperson is

| —— .- e

® Introduced in some Scotch parties as partly natiosal
with them. - Zeadasin '
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permitted to introduce Reels, -Waltzes, Quad-
rilles, Cotillions, or any other. Dance whatever,

without the permission of the Master of the 7 &

Ceremonies,

A number transferred is not entitled to a call,
if the original possessor has retired from the

Bail :

Chnngmg partners in all Balls and A'ssé_fn-
. blies ought to be optional, as in many companies
it is more properly convenient.

Y

All disputes respecting the Dancing must be
referred to the Master of the Ceremonies, and
his decision abided by.

Immediate -attention should be paid:to any
request regarding the Dancing made by the
Master of the Ciremnnie_s, otherwise his con-
ducting the Ball will be attended with the
utmost inconvenience. Sl

After a Dance is called, no pe'r'é{tm. is allowed
to change or alter the Figure in any manner
whatever. :

- Should any Lady, after calling a Dance, which
is not objectional to the Master of the Cere-
monies, find it too difficult for the company,
she may be permitted to chm;.ig_e; it for one less
difficult; . but not to lead off again from the
top, without permission of 'the'_ilﬁs!;er of the
Ceremonies. = = | - -
. When the Ball commences, the company
should not leave their places, or rest, till after
the second Dance. Should the Sets-be short,
they may Dance three Dances before they rest.

During the remainder of the evening, itis the

i}
Z:.'.
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business of the Master of the Ceremonies to
. direct the company as to the proper time for
resting. e

At public Assemblies, where supper is given,
the Master of the Ceremonies should inform the
mmﬁnny when supper is ready; and when itis
finished, and the company disposed to return to
the Ball Room, the Master of the Ceremonies
should order the band to play some appropriate
tune, to bring the company into the Bali! Itmm.

The Master of the Ceremonies should weara
Sash, or some conspicuous ensignia, to distinguish
him frem the rest of the company.

Persons should be very careful in taking upon
themselves the office of Master of the Cere-
monies, unless properly and fully qualified for
that office, as they take upon themselves very
great responsibility. :

To preserve greater order, and to prevent dis-
putes, it is advisable, that the proprietors; or the
conductors of Public Balls and Assemblies,
should have the foregoing Etiquette, particularly
so much of it as relates to the company, written
and hung up in some conspicuous part of the
room,* during such evenings as the Balls or
Assemblies may be held.

% ‘The author has never yet had occasion: to resort to
such a measure ; but doubts not it will be found to facili-
tate the comfort of such companies as observé it,"and par-
ticularly where the Master of the Ceremonies is not gene-
rally known ; for in such cases, his capability-is frequently
disputed, and his authority consequently treated wilh
contempt. : 2y 5

r
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ON

COUNTRY DANCE MUSIC.

- THE necessity for this chapter will be very §

apparent to all those that intend composing
their own Figures, to any Country Dance tune,
as it contains much Technical information to the
learner, relative to both Country Dance Music
and Figures, such as the lengths and number
of strains required in Country Dances, with the
proper times in which these Dances should be
composed, besides shewing at one view :the
number of Figures, with their lengths, that may
be set to any Country Dance tune ; also a brief
explanation of the musical characters, with a
discription of the most useful Technical musical
terms, so requisite for the well understanding
and working of the Tables, as well as the other
classes of Figures not applicable thereto.* Seme
articles will be found in this chapter, that have
already appeared in “ the Companion to the
Ball Room,” buat they are indispensable in fhe
present work; as this being a general System,
and that only a work in the Abstract, therefore
mere reference would not be sufficient.

* The more to illostrate thu chapter, an u_::ﬁﬁttd
specimen is also given of each of the different Times and
Measures used in English Country Dancing.
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CHAPTER L

oON"’

fMusical Hotes and @ﬁar_adzrﬁ.

A

Turs chapter is not intended as a Complete
Musical Instructor, but merely to enable such
Dancers as possess but a superficial knuwledga
of Muslc, to comprehend its most common prin-
ciples in a way sufficient to qualify them to com-
pose (with the assistance of the Tahles,) their
own Figures, to any extent; even those who
are wholly unacquainted with Music, may by
attentively studying what is contained in this
chapter, be enabled in a short tlme tn du the
same, and first of— 2

MUSICAL CHARACTERS.

The first thing that occurs in Music, is the
five parallel .lines, denominated the S;thfﬁ',*: each
of which is, the place of a note, the four spaces
between them are the same, consequently the
lines and spaces contain the places of nine notes,
and with the addition of the places nbuvé -.a;nd

* See Figure 1 on the plate uf Mmmal chnracter: and
references.
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below the Staff, make eleven in all, every Staff
may be considered as consisting of an indefinite
number of lines; although, for the sake of con-
venience, no more than five are exhibited at
once, the rest being added only in small portions

B e . Lo

called ledger lines, (fig.2) as an additional num-

ber of notes may require them. When the places
of the notes are thus ascertained, their names
next demand our attention, and these are regu-
lated by what is called the Clef; of those there

are several kinds, each of which give different !

names to the notes, or rather to the lines and
spaces which contain them ; the whole of these
are foreign to our purpose, except the Treble
Clef, which alone is used in Country Dances;

on whatever line this is placed, the note on that

lineis named G, (fig.3) and hence the Clef is de-
nominated the G Clef, it is generally placed on
the second line from the bottom of the Staff,
. though in some instances it will be found on the
lowest line of all, which it equally renders the
place of G, but this seldom happens in Music
for Dancing,
" A Bar is a perpendicolar line drawn down-
wards across the Staff, (fig. 4) and the quantity
of notes contained between two of these Bars, is
called a * Bar,” or by some more properly a
‘“ Measure’ of Music, see (fig. 4.)

The longest note in Music now in general
use, is the Semibreve, (fig. 22) and from this all
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other notesderive their time; it is denoted by C,
as those airs before which this character 1s
placed have a Semibreve in each Bar or Measure.

The Minim (fig. 23) is half a Semibreve, and is

dennted by Q.—tl}-ﬁs g denotesthrée Minims ina

Measure | -
The Crotchet (ﬁn- 24)is a quarter of a Seml-

breve, and is denoted by 4:—thus - depates three

Crotches in a Measure.
The Quaver (fig. 25) is an E‘I"‘hth ﬂf a Seml-

3 .
breve, and is called 8:—thus - denotes three

Quavers in a Measure.
‘The Semiquaver (fig. 26) is a stxtﬁenth of a

Semibreve, and is called 16 :—thus % would de-.

note three Semiquavers in a Measure.’

The Dewmisemiquaver, (fig. 27) is the thirty-
second part of a Semibreve, but is too short to
be used as the-denominator of a Measure, -

Each of these notes have a correspnr&ing
Rest, (see figures 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12) which
silences the Music fnr that ﬂpace of time its nute
would take in playing. = G

A Pause is also a Rest, (fig. 7) but’ “its
length is indefinite, and its chief use in ﬂﬁﬁcmg
is to give time for a bow, curtsey, &c.

A Direct (fig. 18) is used when a Measure of
Music is not completed, and directs by ifs situ-
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ation to the place where the remains of this
Measure begins on the mext Staff, though for
what reason would puzzle the inventor to ex-
plain, as there is no more time to be lost at the
beginning of a Measure than in the middle.

Double Bars are of two Kkinds, viz. dotted
(fig. 6) and plain, (fig. 5); the plain Bar is
merely for dividing the Airs info Strains, but
where dotted, it indicates that the Strain must
be repeated.

The Segno or Sign, (fig. 14) is also a kind of
repeat, but very different from the other,
although they have often been confounded

together, by those who ought to have known
better: its use as a repeat, is where a Strain
begins with an odd, or as it is called, ¢ setting :

off”” nete, and the last Bar is complete ; in this

case, the repeating Bar would include the odd

note, which this sign is so placed as to cut off;

it is also used as a reference from any part of -

a Strain to any other part where it is placed.

Da Capo is another kind of repeat, a direc-

tion to play the first Strain over again,

‘Da Capo Senza replica, is to play the Capo
or first part without repeau ng it.

Da Capo al Fine, is to play to where the
word fine is marked, which should in this case

include two Strains, otherwise the remark would
be useless,

1
!
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Da Capo al Segno, or Dal Segno, signifies to
play from where the sign we have already men-
tioned (fig. 14) is placed.

Da Capo Minuetto, or Marcia, is to play the
whole of the Minuet or March over again, ex-
cept the Trio, it is usual in this case to avmd re=
peating the Strains. o)

OF THE DIVISION OF TIME.

Time is of two kinds Common and Triple.

Common time is also called equal time, be-
cause it is divisible intoequal parts, and it is
denoted at its commencement by a large C a

chnﬁcter which bas been varied to ¢ C, {b .

by different Composers, according to the quick-
ness of their Music, or the prevalence of fancy ;
but they all indicate the amount of a Semi-
breve, or four Crotchets in each Measure.

: : 2 ;
Half Common Time is marked 7 and is by
some 'called French Common: Time, it contains
two fourths of a Semibreve, or two Crotchets in
a Measure. -

x : : 3 :
Triple Time is of four kinds, viz, 3 where .

the Measure contains three' Minims, f:“'_-'t}u-ee
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3 3 - 2
Crotchets,  three Quavers, and = three Semi-

quavers.

Cumpound Times are also of two kinds;
viz. Compound Common, and Compound Triple
Time. : _ =

Compound Commom Time, is very injudici-
ously so called, merely, because being a Com-
pound of two Triple Measures joined in one, it
is of course divisible into two parts, the re-
moval of every other Bar, however correct, alter
the nature of the Time, which is Triple, and a
Measure compounded of two Triple Bars, must
by-every rule of common sense, be Compound
Triple Time, this Time, although variously

. 6 126 12 F : i
marked, as 7 -~ = —= &c, is nearly or quite

the same, the difference in the fraction originat.
6

ing chiefly in the whim of the Cump-osei';- =

12 .
and — ©r Measures of sixand twelve Crotchets,
Cas gy
are now modernized into 2 and 5 or Mea-
sures of six and twelve Quavers, and the dif-
ference between the two numerators, is only
produced by leaving out every other Bar in
12 12 <
< oF 5 soasto throw two Measures into one.

Compound Triple Time, (in reality double
Compound Triple Time,) is when three Bars of

e
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Triple Time are joined in one, as 5 2 or — or
nine Crotchets, nine Quavers, or nine Semi-
quavers in a Measure; it has, however, a dis-
tinct phrase of its own, different from Triple
Time in general, though somewhat resembling
that of the Polonese, .

~ There is also in Music a Time called Quin-
triple, having five Crotchets in a Measure, but
it 18 never used in Dancing.

MOVEMENTS.

There are various movements in Music, but
few of* them are required in Country Dancing.

Andante is a slow distinct movement, chiefly
used in Strathspeys.*

Allegretto is quicker and chiefly adnpted to
Tunes in E which if played Allegro would not

allow sufficient time for the steps to be per-
formed with ease and elegance.
Moderato has in point of Time the same

=

* There are several other depu.rhnmts' of Dancing, in
which an Andante movement may be requisite, but it would
be quite irrelevant to mention them here, as this Treatise
only refers to Country Dancing, Reels and Strathspeys.

Q -
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meaning as Allegreito, and is only used to denote
the stile of the Time to be more sober and
uniform, it is chiefly used in Common Time to
restrain the Musician in certain Airs, which
from the peculiarity of their stile, might induce
him to play them with too much rapidity.
Allegro is the quickest movement used in
Country Dancing, it is chiefly applied to Com-

mon Time, when the steps are the same as in g

and the Measures containing two Quavers more,
require more rapid execution.
In regulating the above movements hy

Maelzel’s Metronomy,* Andante will be (C cl 80,

or, r 80) Allegretto or Moderato, g will be

(P 100 and gwin be (f* 104) Allegro,

(¢ 9 =)

Common Time of both kinds are so various
and eccentric in their compesition, no general

ep—

* The most eminent proffessors frequently differ from
each other in opinion, as to the exact Time in which an *
Allegro or an Andante should be played. These terms
relate more to the style in which they should be played,
than to the Time. Therefore in order to mark the true
Time, a Metronome is absolutely requisite.
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Time can be laid down for them, but each

must be regulated separately, according to its
style and character.

When a Tune happens to be written in-':-,

the movement will be Moderato, and it may be
Metronomycally marked at three strokes or

accents, in a Measure, similar to gnr JE as be-
. 3
fore observed, only putting Minims instead of

the dotted Crotchets; 0 and 2 as hefore ob-

4 4

served, are only old ways of writing gand

HE and may therefore be Metronomycally marked

3y

the same ; 1—: is only % with every other Bar

expunged, to gratify some childish whim of the
Inventor, and % is also g} the Quavers grouped

together with double hooks, by some cautious

: . _ = i
~ Composer, to prevent their getting loose, 5

ey
may therefore be regulated, as 2 and % the

same; only putting a t' iﬂﬂ!,;iﬂ:d of a r ".I

Q2
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COUNTRY DANCE MUSIC.

Country Dances are performed to Tunes of
various lengths, divided into Strains or parts,*
by upright double Bars, thus ||, and when the
Strain is repeated, two dots are added thus :|:
These Strains should never consist of any odd
number of Bars, their usual numbers being
four, eight, and sometimes sixteen Bars, which
is the greatest number, and sometimes for the
sake of variety in the composition of the Music,

instead of repeating a Strain of eight Bars, the |
whole sixteen will be written straight through,t |

# For farther particulars on this subject, see ““ the article |

Strains or parts.
t+ The Straius in Country Dance Tunes ought never to
contain more than eight Bars each, although I have above

mentioncd that sixteen Bars are frequently written straight £

through, instead of repeating the Sirain of eight Bars, and

yet where this is the case, so near is it in reality to a repe- §
tition of the eight Bars, that with the exception of a few 3
notes in the last, or two last Bars, the Music is note for §
note the same, and notwithstanding that many Tunes are
to be found, particularly in the old Country Dance books, %
that contain a much greater number of Bars in each Strain,
they must never be taken as avthorities, as no dependance
whatever can be placed in them, most of them having #{
originally been songs, and introduced into Country Dance §]
books, by persons totally unacquainted with the System of $§'

i
i
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this is sometimes done for the purpose of intro-.
~ ducing a small alteration in the last, or two last
Bars; when this is the case, it generally occurs
in the last Strain of a Tune, and may frequently
be found in old Scotch Tunes. A Tune may
somelimes be found to contain a Strain with
twelve Bars;, which Measure is now very seldom
used.

THE VARIOUS TIMES IN WHICH

COUNTRY DANCES ARE COM-
POSED.

Country Dances are composed to various
Measures in Triple and Common Time, as

2 2 it Time. The old
8 8 4, 3, 2nd Common Time. e o

‘“ 1 9
Country Dances were composed to el
8y 4, 4

3
and 7 Time, these are only repetitions of the °
foregoing Times according to the old System of

English Country Dancing. For a furtber elucidation of
this subject, see the articles ** length of Strains and Strains
or parls, } - :
* But very few Country Dances are now composed to
this Measure of Time, as itis much better adapted, and
therefore generally used to Minuets, Fandangos, and Songs. '
Q3

—
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using Crotchets for Quavers, &c. but which is
now very seldom used.

THE LENGTH OF STRAINS USED
IN COUNTRY DANCE MUSIC, .

THE length of Strains in Country Dance
Music, seems never to have been attended to,
either by Composers, Dancers, or those that set
the Figures to the Tunes, nor has any thing
systematic ever been adopted for their regula-
tion. This is one of the reasons why Figures are
so irregularly performed, and so liitle under-
stood. Numberless Tunes, formerly used, may
be found not only containing Strains of various
lengths, but consisting of an odd number of
Bars ; these Dances could only be performed by
the introduction of some of those pantomimical
absurdities, which were formerly introduced in
the old Country Dances.* Asno regular Figures
could be set to them with any certainty ; but not-
withstanding Country Dancing has since be-
come more regular, and Tunes containing an
. odd number of Bars have been rejected, yet there
are frequently found Tunes containing Strains of
a variety of lengths, better calculated to puzzle
than direct the Dancer; some are so long as to

e

* See the ancient and original state and style of English
Country Dancing.
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render it difficult, during its performance, to
divide the Time exactly in the middle, when
there is no sensible accent or signal to guide the
ear until the termination of the Strain. For-
merly some of the best Country Dances contain-
ed 12, 16, 18, 20, 24, 32, Bars in a Strain, &c.
Now some Figures are systematically divided
into different lengths and classes; it has been
found requisite also to adopt snitable lengths
and Measures in the Music, to make them
correspond ; as these, with regard to -length,
are reduced to two classes, as long and short
Figures ;* therefore the terms long and short
Measure, are terms the author has adopted in
the Music,t to correspond with those Figures.
The irregular length of Strains was the result of
composers not being Dancers themselves, in
which case they would have seen the propriety
of not extending their Strains beyond eight Bars,
which would have rendered their compositions
more useful to Dancers, suitable to the Figures,
and convenient to Musicians, by an uniform length
of Strains.} All Tunes not corresponding with

* Thcﬂuuljutemntical Figares are not here allu.d-e_d-t;u,
only those applicable to the use of the Tables.
+ See the article long and short Measure. 1
% Composers will do well to be careful to put the proper

Time before their composition, and not mark a Tune in .:
that should ﬂiﬂmtl]'be written in Common Time, or vice
¥Ersa, : '
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these Measures, should either be rejected, or
if given, should be accompanied with suitable
directions for their performance ; the length of
these Strains in long or short Measure, will be
found under their respective heads. There are
some persons who imagine that a Strain of Coun-
try Dance Music congists uniformly of eight Bars,
this is incorrect, although it ought to be so to
suit the Fligures, yet there are many to be found
consisting of sixteen Bars, and others of only
four, for although they are generally repeated,
yet the definitive length of Strain is but four
Bars; for always to suppose Strains repeated, as
was generally the case formally, would totally
exclude all single Figures from Tunes of eight
Bars, in a Strain in long Measure. See ¢ the
article Single Figures.”

—-——I-

STRAINS OR PARTS.

A Strain is that part of an Air terminated by
a double Bar, and usually consists in Country
Dances, of four, eight, or sixteen single Bars;
sometimes it contains twelve Bars. In Cotil-
lions, we find occasionally Strains of six Bars;
but this latter Strain is extremely unfit for a
Country Dance Figure. Country Dance Tunes
usually consist of two Strains, though they
frequently extend to three, four, or five, and
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of eight Bars each. I have equally taken this
perhaps ' more. Strains are frequently called
parts, by those that are umnacquainted with
Music; as, for instance, by a Tune of two parts,
they mean one of two Strains. Parts are only
the arrangement of some Air for different in-
struments, as the Horn part, the Trumpet part,
&c. and have no relation to Strains whatever.
In some Airs, particularly Scottish, the last:
Strain will frequently extend to sixteen Bars in
long Measure ; but in reality, it is only eight
Bars repeated, with a small alteration in the
last, or two last Bars of the last Strain, which
has been written thus, for the sake of variety i
the composition: While the regularity of Figure
at present established is adhered to, eight Bars
long Measure is the greatest length to which
any Strain can ‘with propriety be extended, as
long Figures require no more. Some Strains,
as T have mentioned before, contain sixteen Bars,
long Measure, without a division, as the ¢ Cale-
donian Laddie,”* for instance, which of course
require: two long Figures; 1 hawe therefore
placed a Bar with a single dot, shewing the
Dancer the middle of the Strain, to denote the
quantity of Figure necessary to be performed in
the first eight Bars, so dividing it for the con-
venience of the Dancer, as if it were. two Strains

* See « Enmﬁaninﬁgnlfhezﬂa]l Room,”
Q
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precaution in short Measure, when a Strain
consists of sixteen Bars, and where 1 consider
the Dancer requires a guide, as much as in the
article long Measure, See ¢ Long Measure,”

R

FIGURE OF THE DANCE.

Although every Country Dance is composed
of a number of individual Figures, which may
consist of ¢ set and change sides,” * whole
Figure at top,”” ‘“lead down the middle, up
again,” “allemande,” ‘ lead through the bot-
tom,” “right and left at top,”” &c. yet the
whole movement united is called the Figure of
the Dance. The number and length of these
Figures depend on the length of the Musie,
the smallest number is two, and the greatest

number is sixteen. The Tables page 295, under.

the head of ¢ the number of Figures possible
to be set to any Country Dance Tune,” will
shew what number of long or short Figures can
be used to all Country Dance Tunes, of whatever
length or Measure. .

MR T R L
e e ——

THE FIGURE BAR.*
. The Figure Bar marked thus ==, or thus =, is

. .Hl:.hnugh the Figure Bar is mentioned in page 138. it
is likewise requisite to give a further explanation of that
character in this part of the work.

I i - e T L R N e N T

I
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used to divide one part of a Figure from the
rest, and to point out to the Dancer how much
Fligure is to be performed to each Strain of the
Music, and alsb to shew when the Strain is or is

: mot to be repeated : the first having but one ‘dot,
" - denotes, that the Strain belonging to that part

of the Figure to which it is set is to be played
but once ; the second having fwo dots, shews the
Strain to be repeated or played twice. The
Figure or Figures placed before each Bar, is
the proper quantity to be performed to each
Strain of the Music to which the Figure Bar
refers. The first Bar relates to the first Strain,
the second to the second Strain, and so on to the

.rest. Inorder to point out the division of the

Figure and Music more clearly, the author has
in his own works, when Da Capo occurs in short
Measure, divided the Figure, by placing a Bar
with a single dot at the end of the Capo Strain,
besides that which would naturally eccur at the
end of the Capo,* because it cannot be con-

sidered like the first, a Strain repeated, being in

reality two different Strains. In placing the
dots to divide these Strains, they are always
placed at the top of the Bar, those to all others,

) *'LA: in * the H;Luuted_'l"nwer,“ and * La Belle Catherine.”
- See “ Companion to the Ball Room.”
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whether in long or short Measure, are always
placed under the Bar.

T
e

'LONG AND SHORT MEASURE.,

Are terms the author has adopted to regulate
the length of the Strains, asapplying to English
Country Dance Music, in order to ascertaitt
* what quantity of Music is contained in each
Strain or Tune, as ‘to length and number of
Bars; the whole of the Tunes applicable to
English Country Dancing, according to the pre-
sent System, are brought under two heads,
long and short Measure, the long containing
eight full Bars of Music, the short containing
but four full Bars of Music. Strains bave
been thus regulated, in order to render them
systematically applicable to the various classes
of Figures, which are also classed and divided
into suitable lenﬂiils, to correspond with those
Measures, and which when well understood,
will enable the Dancer with a knowledge of the
number and repetition of the Strains, and with
the use of the Tables, not only to ascertain cor-
rectly how many Figures any Dance will re-
quire, but of what length, qualify, and different
variéty Dances may be composed ; also to ascer-
tain how many Figures long or short any Dance
may contain. See the article entitled ¢ the



- NO4 = s . 1

’fnirnmd for the Complete System of English Country Dancing




r
|
1
i
-
J——

Short Measure gTima

Tt gk . et At bt
: 5
)
[
NT

(R L]

F A : Long Mmure ETlma

? i Wﬂmﬂ#ﬁm“wmmﬂ““'
; BT < e L . < ;i



b
iTima

hort Measure .

s

I..‘I

M&asm.

Long

‘marked Common time, See thenotetothe Article, Shart)

T

% that




1
o
g

 Examples of Long and Short Measure.
e Fur the Chywm ﬁmn'u-yhlnmﬂune._

. F |
. i

ﬁ-lr’lhe Complete system of English Country Dancing




Sir Roger de Coverley,or the Fini:htﬁg Dance .

The Triumph ;




ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING. 289

number of Figures possible to be set to any
Country Dance Tune. '

LONG MEASURE.

A Strain of long Measure consists -of eight
Bars Common Time,* of which the  College
Hornpipe’’ affords an ‘eéxample, each Strain of
which unrepeated is a Strain of long Measurﬂ.'

In TI"IP]E Time, eight Bars in 98 ana 3 7.2 form

E;_, E?
also a Strain of 1ﬂng Measure, as do likewise
. : . 9 6 3 : ;
eight Bars in 5 % and 3, Time, to these may
be added four Bars in -1-; ,
occur, although these last mentioned old Mea-

sures of Time are not very frequently used.t

which may sometimes

* See the Musical Examples of long and short Measure.

t There are many Tunes in long Measure, in which the

© first Strain will consist of eight, and the last Strain of six-

teen Bars, and therefore, when these Tunes are played as

Country Dances, and considered as two part Tunes, the first
Strain should be repeated, and the second played straight

through; but to consist of three parts or Strains, the first

and second Strains to be repeated, and the third played

straight through, &c. :
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SHORT MEASURE,

A Strain of short Measure consists of four

Bars in - g’ ; and Common Time, and of
? 3

eight Bars in ;’ % ; or French Common Time,
]

and of four Bars, (according to the old System)
. 9 6 3 -
in A and 3, and also two Bars repeated in
1 ’ ‘ . .

—: Time. As this Measure is only sufficient
for short Country Dance Figures, the Strains
are always repeated, which makes them equal
in length, and capable of admitting the same
quantity of Figures as a Strain of long Measure,
otherwise no long Country Dance Figure could
be performed to Tunes of this Measure, as it is
inadmissible to divide a Figure between two
Strains of the Music. There are instances
where Music, from the fantastic style in which
it is written, as ¢ Yoe, Yoe,”'t and some cther

Tunes that contain eight Bars in Common

* Thisis a Measure of Time much better adapted for
Waltges, (and for which it is now very much osed) thsn for
Countrv Dances, to which very few are composed.

t See ** Companion to the Ball Room.”
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Time, instead of being written in % Time, but
this is not very frequently the case. Ths=re are
also instances of Tunes being written in 2

4
instead of Common Time,* and are frequently

* It must be remarked, that many Tunes that should be

written in Common Time, are frequently written in:;

through the silly fancy of some, whose motives it is difficult
to guess at; except it be, the satisfaction they derive, from
turning Quavers into Semiquavers, and making two strokes
where one would serve. This foolish propensity, where it
takes root, will infallibly produce Tunes, that will require
the same quantity of Figures as Tunes of the same number
of Bars in long Measure, as the substitation of Semiquavers
cannot alter the time. * Del Caros Hornpipe,” for in-

stance, may be wriiten in% s by making the Quayvers Semi-

quavers; in which case four Bars in ;wﬂl be egqual in
point of duration te the same number of Bars wrillen in
Common Time, as they now stand. It may also be written

in %, by only running a Bar through the middle of each
Bar as it now stands, which would then make eight Bars %,

equal to four Bars in Common Time, as already specified.
It might likewise be written, in a ridiculous manner, so as
to furm only two Bars of Common Time, by making the
Quavers Semiquavers, as in the first instance, and putting
the C before it. It might also be written, equally ridiculous,
by making the Quavers Crotchets, which would make eight

Bars Common Time, and possibly in sixtcen Bln-:: by’
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composed of Semiquavers, as ‘‘ Parisot’s Horn-
pipe,  the ¢ Corsair,”"* &c. These Tunes,

running a Bar through the middle of each of the said eight
Bars: in short, there is no knewing where folly may stop,
and therefore the only safe method is the one already re-
commended : namely, to select a standard Air as a speci-
men of short Measore, to regulate the rest by ; which must
as a2 Dance consume a certain portion of time in playing.
Let it be written which way it will, the necessity of this
caution is evident to guide those, who wish to form their
own Figures, and prevent their supposing, that eight Bars

in ;-are always equal to only four Barsin Common Time,

thus, * Laura and Lenza,” although only eight Bars in-:-
is equal to eight Bars Common Time, and might as well
have been written in Common Time; in fact, it is not
short, but long Measure,—* Parisot's Hornpipe” is the
same. The * Corsair Horopipe” is written both ways, by
different people, and is equally long Measure, whether it

is written in %, or in Common Time.

* In composing Figures to the various Country Dance
Tunes, by the use of the Tables, it is absolutely requisite
to know whether the Tune selected for the purpose be in
short or long Measure, as on this entirely depends the quan-
lity of Figures that must be set to the Tune, and as it may
sometimes require more knowledge of Music than the
generality of learner’s possess, to discover whether 2 Tune
written in%'l‘ime is really 'u:-:-ur .Common Time; the
best way is to consider all Tunes wrilten in-:thnt are
composed of Semiquavers, as ** Parisot’s Hornpipe,” the
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though apparently in short Measure, will take
the same quantity of Figure as Tunes in long-
Measure, Common Time, as the substitution of
Semiquavers for Quavers cannot alter the
length. It is better to adopt a medium, by
means of some familiar Air being laid down as a
standing rule, hy which to regulate the rest;
as for example, ¢ Del Caro’s Hornpipe,”” which
although it may be variously written in eight

g
Bars 3, or four Bars, or even two Bars Com-
)

mon Time, according to fancy, yet contains a
definite length in its Strains, which cannot well
be mistaken, and-which will effectually serve to
mark what short Measure is in Common Time.*

“ Corsair,” &c. They generally contain as many notes
in each Strain, as Tunes in Common Time, (though ap
parently but of one half the value of Time) but being
played as Semiquavers for Quavers, these Tunes will take
the same quantity of Figure as Tunes of an equal num-
ber of Bars Common Time.

* There are many Tunes both in Common and Triple
Time, short Measure, when for the sake of variety the last
Strain is lengthened to double the number of Bars; but
this, although it has the appearance of long Measure, it is
: n ‘reali't]r only equivalent to two Strains short Measure,
and being such is never repeated. Where Figures are
composed to these Tunes, the Musician must be careful to
repeat the first Strain and play the second (should the
Tune contain-only two Strains;) straight through ; should
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THE LENGTH OR MEASURE OF

ALL THE COUNTRY DANCE
TUNES.,

All Dances are composed to Tunes of the fol-
lowing Measures,

Tunes of 2 Strains, long Measure,

Tunes of 2 Strains, short Measure,

Tunes of 2 Struins, and Da Capo,*

he repeat the second Strain 1o a single Figure, there would
be sixteen Bars too much Music, for the Figure set to the
Tunes, it will be proportionably the same with double
Figures, I have been particularly careful in the * Compa-
nion to the Ball Room,” in directing the Musician with
respect to the Tunes it contains which are composed in this
manner, to repeat the first and second Strain according to
the length of the Tune, and to play the last straight
through, that the Figures set to the Tunes may answer
correctly to the Music. For further elucidation of this
subject, see the articles ** length of Strains,” and *¢ Strains
or parts.”

* Da Capo, when it occurs, signifies that the Time to
which it is attached ends with the first Strain, and is used
asa reference to prevent the trouble of writing the Strain
again ; and thus an Air of two Strainslong Measure, with
Da Capo attached to it, consists really of three Strains, and
2 Tune of three Strains and Da Capo, is equal to four
Strains. In short Measure it seldom makes any addition
fo the length of the Tune, as the first Strain 1susually played
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Tunes of 3 Strains, long Measure,

Tunes of 3 Strains, short Measure,
Tunes of 3 Strains, and Da Capo,

Tunes of 4 Strains, long Measures,
Tunes of 4 Strains, short Measure,
Tunes of 4 Strains, and Da Capo,

Tunes of 5 Strains.

Every Country Dance is composed of several
Figures,* the smallest number is two, and the
greatest sixteen, the usual numbers are from
three to eight, the following Tables will shew
what number of long and short Figures can be

set to all the Country Dance Tunes.

THE NUMBER OF FIGURES POS-
SIBLE TO BE SET TO ANY
COUNTRY DANCE TUNE,

Either long or short.

It will be seen by the following Table, that every
Tune will take as many long, and twice as many
short Figures as there are Strains in the Musie.

twice, the second but once, and then the Da Capo or first
Strain again, which together make but four short Strains,
which would be so without the Da Capo, as in that case
the second Strain would necessarily be repeated.

* Although every Country Dance is formed of a number
of Figures, the whole movement united is called the Figure
of the Dance,
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Tunes of two Strains long or short Measure,*
with single Figures, may have set to them,
2 Long Figures,
or I — ditto — and 2 Short Figures,
OF S piansniniis smana 4 — ditto.

Tunes of three Strains, long or short Measure,
and Tunes of two Strains and Da Capo, long
Measure, with single Figures, may have set
to them, ;

3 Long Figures,
or 2 — ditto — and 2 Short Figures,

or 1 — ditto — and 4 — ditto,
o | ol R S senonB i dithos
—i——

Tunes of three Strains, long Measure, and
Tunes of two Strains’ and Da Capo, long
Measure, double Figures, may have set to
them,

6 Long Figures, .
or' 5 — ditto — and 2 Short Figures,
or 4 — ditto — and 4 — ditto,
or 3 — ditto — and 6 — ditto,

or 2 — ditto — and 8 — ditto,
or 1 — ditto — and 10 — ditto,
OF Sciiiaasiiioioiias 12 — diito.

* To -T{II!EE of short Measure the S.trains are repeated,
which makes them of equal length to Tunes of long
Measure unrepeated.
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'Tunes of four Strains, long or short Measure,
Tunes of three Strains and Da Capo, long
Measure, with single. Figures; or Tunes of

- ‘two Stmina, long or short Measure, with
double. qures may have set to them,

4 Long Figures, ,
or 8 — ditto — and 2 Short Flgurea,

or 2 — ditto — and 4 — ditto,

or 1 — ditto — and 6 — ditto,

S S e e 8 — ditto:
R

Tunes of four Strain.s, Iuﬁg or short Méasﬁre,
and Tunes of three Strains and Da Capa,
long Measure, double Figures, may have set
to thpm,

8 Long Figures, o |
cor T — ditto — and 2 Shur_t'_Figureq,_

 or.6 . — ditto — and 4 — ditto,
“or'5 — ditto — and 6 — ditto,
or 4 — ditto — and 8 — ditto,
or 83 — ditto — and 10 — ditto,
or 2 — ditto — and 12 — ditfo,
or 1 — ditto — -and 4 — ditto,

B . il i1 — o dive



208 THE COMPLRETE SYSTEM OF

Tunes of four Strains and Da Capﬂ, long
Measure, may have set to them.

5 Long Figures,
or 4 — ditto — and 2 Short Figures,

or 3 — ditto — and 4 — ditto,
or 2 — ditto — and 6 — ditto,
or 1 — ditto — and 8 — ditto,
OF cuuiaia AR 10 — ditto.

DOUBLE FIGURES TO LONG |
MEASURE. J

To constitute a double Figure, in long Mea-
sure, the Tune must either be played twice
through, or each Strain repeated. ‘¢ Fisher's
Hornpipe,”* double Figure, will take four long
Figures, thus: ¢ swing with right hands round
second couple, then with left,” = ¢ get contrary
corners,”’ = “ whole Figure contrary corners,”
w and ¢ set three across and set three in your
places,” = thisis once with the Strains repeated ;
and were it played twice through without the
Strains being repeated, it is obvious the Figure
would be the same.

e o

DOUBLE FIGURES TO SHORT
MEASURE.

When these Tunesare played twice through

* See *‘ the Companion to the Ball Room.”
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with repeats, double Figures may be set to them
in place of single ones, as in the above in-
stances : thus, to a Tune of two Strains re-
peated, short Measure, as ¢ the Review,” “ hey
on ‘your own sides,”” = ¢ promenade three
couple,” = ¢ whole pousette,”” = and “ swing
corners.”’ =4 A greater variety of examples
would be useless, as Triple Time is so well
known, and so clearly defined in itself, that no
mistake can well happen in that ; and therefore
only this rule need be added, namely, that every
Country Dance will contain as many long
Figures, and twice ‘as many short Figures as
there are Strains in the Music, provided the
Strains are of the proper length adapted to
‘l'Jmn.n‘ltr_'_pr Dancing. .

e

SINGLE FIGURES TO SHORT
. MEASURE.

It has been already remarked, that single
Figures can only be performed to short Measure
repeated, or long Measure unrepeated, both of
which is already explained. Nothing, there=
fore, remains, but to lay down an example or
two, for the benefit of those who may not
thoroughly comprehend what has been stated.
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In “the Caledonian Rant,”* which, is two
Strains, short Measure, in Common Time re-
peated, there will be four short Figures, as
“ swing with right hands round the second
couple,” »== ¥ ‘“allemande,” = ¢‘lead through
the bottom,” w= “ and right and left with the top
couple.” = In * La Bouquette,”” which con-
sists of two Strains of French Common Time, or

= repeated; there will be likewise four short
‘Figures, as in the foregoing Time, which though
differently marked, will be esm:tly the same as
4 cross over one muple w ¢ half Figure round

* See * the Companion to the Ball Room,” for tl'm and
- the following Tune.

* The author has not throughout * the Companion
to the Ball Room™ marked the division with a single
dot, as in long Measurc, (but whenever the Strains are
repeated, has only placed a Bar with two dots at the
end of the repeat, instead of a Sar with a single dot
every time the Strain is played through,) and has ‘only
done it here, to render it more conspicuous to the
Dancer. He has, however, when Da Capo occurs in short
Measure, divided the Figure by placing a Bar with a single
dot at the end of the Strain, besides that. which would
mtnnll]r appear at the end of the Capo; becm it cannot
be considered (like the first) a Strain mpaat@d hemg really
" two different Strains—in placing the dots, to divide these
Strains, they are always placed at the top of the Bar, those

toaH others, whether in long or :hurt Hmure, are I.I‘l'l]"l
: p!ued under the Bar
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the third couple,’”’ == ¢ hands four rnuml at
battom, w and * half pousette.” ~* .

R —— .

TIME OF PLAYING THE DANCES.

The v_ari&us terms of Allegro, Allegrqub;'
Moderato, Andante, &c. are absolutely neces-
sary, according to the present System, to dis-

*. The following short and half Figures will take but half
a Strain of Music inleng, or a whele Strain in short Measure.
Allemande.
Right and Left.
" Lead down the middle, up agaia.
Turn your partner.
Half pousetite or draw.
Half Figure at Ltop.
Half Figure at bottom.
Chace round one couple.
Chain Figure four round.
Half Figure on your own sides.
Half Figure at top from contrary sides.
. Half Fignre from the centre contrary sides.
Swing round your partuer
Half Figure at bottom.
Pass round the top.
Lead through the top.
Lead through the bottom.
Pass round the:bottom. =
;Hands three round on Ladios’ n:lﬂ.
Hands three round on Gentlemen’s side.
R
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tinguish the proper Time in which every Dance
should be played.* " Formerly, before the in-
troduction of Steps, it was customary to play
every Air, whatever might be its character, in
one time : namely, with the utmost rapidity, be-
cause the Dancers were at a loss what to do,
either with their feet or themselves, if they were
not in perpetual motion. But, since Dancing
has become a Science, various Steps have been
introduced, with a view to display the skill of
the Dancer ; and as these require more Time to
perform them with elegance, it follows of course,
that the Time in which they ought to be played
will be considerably slower than before their
invention. STRATHsSPEYs, from the nature of
their Steps, will be uniformly Andante; REeLs
will be quicker; and consequently Allegro ;+

and Airs in %, baving similar Steps to those in

Common Time, will naturally be slower, or
MoperaTto, owing to their having but six

Quavers in a Bar, instead of eight; -g has one

Quaver more, and is consequently Allegro.
However, as this is what is by Dancers techni-

# To render the Time more accurate, each Tune should
be marked according to Maelzels Metronome.

1 See page 2178, Ill:retbe'l‘imu:remumdbjth
Metronome.
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cally called Irish Time, Irish Steps are usually
adapted to it, which require more time in their
execution. For further remarks on this Measure

of Time, see Preface to “ Companion to the
Ball Room.”

DIRECTIONS TO MUSICIANS.

When Musicians play a Dance, they should
observe and play it in the Time it is marked,
and not (as is frequently the case with careless
Musicians,) play an Air that has been marked
Andante, in Prestissimo Time ; they are like-
wise requested to notice whether the Strains
or any part of them should be repeated, and to
play them accordingly, otherwise the Kigures,
however correctly they may be set, will not
answer the Music, and the blame will certainly
fall on the composer of the Figures, though in
reality it is caused by the neglect, or oversight
of the Musicians. In the “ Companion to the
Ball Room,” and the rest of the author’s pub-
lications; he has been particularly careful not
only to put in the dots, to mark the repeats in
the Music, but has also given directions over
each Figure.

n e
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ON THE

ORIGINAL,

ANCIENT, AND PRESENT.
STATE AND STYLE OF

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING,

oN

PROFESSORS OF DANCING.

DANCING=-MASTERS,
Pancing-3Ro0oms,

ATt what precise period English Country
Dancing was first composed, is not certain ; but
that it was originally composed on regular, social,
and systematical principles, becomes evident,
on an examination of the construction of it, and
the class of Old Figures given in this work,
The author conceives it proper to mention, that
he has made no additions to the Old Figures;
but in rescuing them from oblivion, has dis-
encumbered them of a mass of unsystematical
dross, and by separating them from those parts
with which they had been improperly connected,
reduced them to their proper lengths, and given
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instructions for their performance ; divested of
the ridiculous antics with whieh they formerly
abounded, and introduced at various times by
foolish persons, having no respect for the syste- .
matical principles of the Dance. Many of the
Old Figures were found with two or three others
attached to them, without any division or ob-
vious termination, thereby to all appearance,
forming but one Figure, productive of the ridi-
culous antics and movements, (afterwards par-
ticularised) and set to Tunes equally absurd,
both as to the style of the Music, and the length
of the Strains.

These innovations on the true principles of
English Country Dancing, might have been pre-
vented by a proper authority being afforded for
reference, instead of their being encouraged and
increased to the destruction of the pleasin
sociability, beauty, and effect, which the origina
systematical construction of it no doubt was
every way calculated to produce. '

hen the numerous innovations on the cor-
rect style crept in, cannot at present be shewn;
but that they existed nearly a century ago, may
be seen from books in the author’s possession,
from which, for the reader’s amusement, and by
way of comparison, both as to Figures and
Music, between the then present state and style,
some extracts will be given.

One of the books alluded to, is entitled “ The
Complete Country Daneing Master,”#* pub-

* Though this work is entitled the Complete Country
Dancin aster, it contains nothing more than Country
Dance Tunes, with Figures set to them; but no more

reparatory or introductory matter, as instructioas for
Bnm:ing, n is contained in the Collections of Dances of
the present day. -

R 3
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lished nearly a centuryago, in which the Compiler
speaks of former editions, but not of their dates.
This work is got up unusuvally well for that
time, and notwithstanding the innovations and
absurdities introduced in the descriptions of the
Figures, and the i larity and impropriety
of the Music to which the Figures are set,
the author pledges himself twice in the Title,
¢ that they are correct, and are given as then
“ Danced at Court, the Theatres, Masquerades,
¢ and all fashionable Assemblies.”

Another of the books alluded to, is entitled
;;Faylett's Collections,” published in the year

9.

In some of the Music books, the same Figures
are to be found, given in several ways, not only
totally differing from each other, but used for
different purposes.

The f{l{‘lnwing are some of the absurd move-
ments introduced into the Figures, one or more
of which are introduced in the Dances after-
wards, named, ‘‘arms—brush hands—clap hands
‘“ —strike hands across—snap fingers—double
‘“ hands—lead about your partner—foot and
‘“ elbow—beckon your pariner —strike feet
*‘ against the ground—stamp four times—give
‘¢ three jumps—give a little jump—hold up
¢ finger—put hats over your eyes—slide out of
‘¢ your places—slip up—slip down—fall back—
“ and slide in—fall back to backsides—set and
¢ ditto—turn ditto—wind your hands—pull your
¢ partner—walk round two couple—walk to the
“ wall—peep three times—cast up and kiss
¢ your partner—peep down and up—hold up
¢ finger—trot half—and gallop half up and
¢ down—advance four steps, nod, and retire—
“ dart with your fingers—first man go about
¢ the women, and pomt your finger, then the
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¢ Figure—the leading couple make a pass at
% each other—hit. your right elbows together,
“ and then your left—turn your partner till the
¢ end,”’ (this meant to the end of the Strain,)
bgv which it is evident, that neither the length of
the Figure, or the Time or quantity of the
Music, were even attended to ¢ change places
¢¢ with one woman, and act the cobler ;* cross
‘“ over and act the cobler again.” . -

The following are the Dances in which the
before mentioned absurdities are introduced,

IN' THE COMPLETE COUNTRY
DANCING MASTER.

« Whitehall. “ Scotland.
“ Ackroyd’s Pad. “ The Whirlegig.
¢ Buttered Pease. « Amarillis.
« Bravo.and Florimel. - | “ Sweet Kate.
« Pope Joan. ¢ Granny’s Delight.
« HaveatthycoatoldWoman | ¢ Lord Byron’s Maggol.
¢t The Battle of the Boyne. | ** Essex Baildings.
. ¢ The new way of Wooing. | * Ballamira.
« The Gossip's Frolic. “ Nottingham Castle.
« *T'was within a furlong of | * A Soldier’s Life.
Edenbro® Town. ’ “ The dumps. .
“ The Intrigue. “ Rub her down with Straw.
‘¢ Prince and Princess. ¢ Smith’s Rant. :
A Health to Betty. ¢ Moll Peatly the New Wag.
¢« Bobbin Joe. = | ** The Cobler’s .;lig
“ Calypso and Telemacus. | ** Cherrely and Merrely.”

* What was meant by acting the Cobler, the author
leaves to the ingenuity of the reader to discover. It admits
of 50 many nonsensical constructions, he begs to decline
putting any on it. 3 :
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IN WAYLET'S COLLECTION.

“ The Lass of Livingston, “ Bonny Lass.
¢ Highland Laddie. “ The Grasshopper.
* Down the Burn Davy. -1 ¢ The Pallet.

¢ Eltham Assembly. ¢« Jack Lattin.

¢ Cephalus and Procis. ¢ Farinelle’s Maggot.
‘““ Joy go with Her. “ Buitered Pease.

“ Duke of Moumouth’s Jig. * ** The Star.

In addition to the above, the reader will have
submitted to him three entire Figures, taken
from “ The Complete Dancing Master,”” that he
-may from the style of them judge in what manner
these Dances were performed, and their effect;
and also to shew the difference between these
Dances and the Dances of the present time.

P L Ry

SWEET KATE.

“ Lead up all a D* and back, -, that again,
“ get your right foot to your woman’s, then your
¢¢ left, clap your woman on her right hand, then
¢ on the left, wind your hands and hold up_guur
¢ finger, wind your hands again and hold up
‘¢ another finger of the other hand, then S, .,
¢ all this again ..

« BOBBIN JOE.”"

“ First couple slip down between the second,
¢ they slipping up, ., then:they slip down, ., -
¢ hands and go round, -, first two men snap
"' their fingers and change places, ., your wo

- e

* D signifies Double, S Eingl.e, We for Women.,
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“ as much, - do these two changes to the last,.
‘ the rest following, . . .: L '

« THE DUMPS.”

¢ The men put their hats over their eyes, and
“ all lead up four steps, forward, and four steps
““ back again, that over again, ., the first couple
*““ cross below the second, and then the third,
‘“ and so on to the bottom, the rest do the like -
“ to the bottom, the second Strain played as
‘“ many times as there are couples.”

Such absurdities were admitted into the Ball
Room, not many years age, when regularity of
Figure and Steps were by no means attended to.
It was then no uncommon fault to commence on
the wrong side, as may be seen in ‘‘ Europea’s
Revels,” ¢ Moll Peatly,” ¢ Arundel Street,”
&c. or to finish a Dance on the wrong side, as
in the ¢ Russel,” and to use the same Figure
for several purposes, particularly that most
useful and neminal Figure,

RIGHT AND LEFT.

From which it is clearly deducible, that the
knowledge of the correct manner of performing it
was not possessed, or otherwise perverted by the
Dancers, as they frequently used the Chain
Figure instead ; for instance, in the * Fiddler's
Maggot,” right and left quite round, which was
peiﬁirmed as a progressive Figure, and in
‘“ Jack Latin,”” as half Figure to bring them
from opposite sides. The instructions given
are “ right and left, till you get into your
places,” and sometimes so performed, as-to take

R 5
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and leave them on the opposite sides, as in the
“ Black Joke,” “ Right and Left half* round,”
afterwards * Right and Left quite round,” and
in “ Purlong’s Right and Le?l three times, till
ou get on opposite sides,” and in the “ Trip to
ury,”’ they are directed to right and left till
they come into their places.

e

| El————
— e c—

CROSS OVER TO THE BOTTOM.

Is a Figure incompatible with the true System
of English Country Dancing, as it takes the
leading couple to the bottom of the Dance, (no
matter how many couple it may contain,) instead
of being confined to three couples, the full
extent of any Figure in Country B&ncing. This
. Figure is given in the old Dance, called- “the
Dumps,” where the top couple are desired * to
go down to the bottom,” and the rest ¢ to follow
them,” the same may be found in the “ Merry

Milk Maid.”

i ———————
— s

QUARTER FIGURES.

By the frequent application of these Figures,
the old Country Dances were so broken and
divided, as to render it impossible, that the
Dancing should have any good effect, or even
regular appearance. These Figures being no
more than sudden turns, it i1s not difficult, but
almost impossible to perform any regular steps
to them, to be of either use or ornament to the
Dance. In ¢ Corydon and Phillis,”” the Dance
commences with a quarter Figure.
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DOUBLE FIGURES.

How the mention of double Figures in the
old Country Dance books, could properly apply,
as it is there evidently meant for an individual
Figure, and not the Figure of the Dance, itis
difficult to comprehend. In the ¢ Fiddler’s
Morris,” the first ““are to go the double Figure,”
and “right and left quite round.” Double
Figure is now understood as the length and
quantily of Figures set to a Dance, and not any
individual Figures.

From the specimens given, it is quite obvious,
that any inconsistencies, irregularities, and ab-
surdities, were then tolerated in the Figure
departiment.

THE IRREGULAR axp IMPROPER
ADAPTATION OF THE MUSIC
IN STYLE AND MEASURE,*

Will next be shewn. No regular number of
Bars, it appears, were ever considered of any
importance ; many of the Tunes contain an im-
proper number of Bars, from four,t to thirty,

* Strains with an odd nuomber of Bars are not only im-
proper, but at present never admitted into Country Dances,
as no regular Figure can be set to them. See * the Chapter
on. Country Dance Music.” For the p-rnmngth of
Strains as now properly adapted to ing. See
the articles of Strains,” and * long short
Measare.” : :

t *“ Watton Town's End,” contains but one Strain of
four Bars, this must even be repeated to take one Jong
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not by any means adapted to the regular length
of Figures, asnow established, and many con-
taining only one Strain, ‘which is altogether in-
consistent with the correct System of English
-Country Daneing.

The trip to * Kendal House,”* to the first

eight Bars in ; is set Fligure enough for twenty

2
Bars; ¢ In Granny’s Delight,”” the whole to
be performed to the Strain of four Bars, con-
sists of no more than two hops, consequently
half the time is occupied only, and the re-
mainder spent during the Dancers’ standing
still, as the hops cannot with any propriety
‘take up' more than two Bars; the two Figures
to the first Strain of four Bars toa “ Trip to
Bury,” would take up the time of eight Bars,
or sixteen hops. In many instances, so much
Figure is set to each Strain of Music, as could
- only be performed in Time by running through it,
as would render the introduction of a single step,
as properly adapted, impossible, ¢ Cherrily and
Merrily,”+ “Watton Town’s End,” “ The
Cavalier,” ‘¢ Jocky was a dowdy Lad,” and
several others, contain Strains of only four Bars
in short Measure, which is only sufficient for a
short or half Figure. In “ The Mermaid,”
“ Young Jemmy,” and others, the Kigures
“would require more than double the time there al-
lowed, if performed with propersteps. Asa proof
that no attention was |:-*ﬂic[J to the regular System,

_Figlire, and as only one Figure would make a ridiculous
Dance, two being ihe smallest number ever used, therefore
. this Tune must be played four times through, to admit
what is termed a single Figure., =

- . % See * Waylet's Collection,” for 1751.

+ The Figure of this Dance is submitted for the satis-
faction of. the curious, ** Lead up and fall back, jump up
_all to your places, turn single, that again.” e
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the same length of Strain was used frequently in
“ going round your partner,” ¢ trot half and
gallop half.” lvn" ¢ Akeroyd’s Pad,” and in
“ The Soldier’s Wife,” the man is directed to
‘“ go about the woman,’” and in ¢ Winchester,”
the couples are directed * to turn the Figures.”””

EXTRAORDINARY NUMBER OF
BARS.

The following and many other old Country
Darnces have Strains of various lengths, some
contain 6,7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 20, 24, and 32 Bars,
the “ Cobler’s Jig”” has a Strain of seven Bars,
the ¢ Jovial Beggar,” ¢ Lincoln and Bolton,” -
“ Mugg House,” ¢ Essex Buildings,” and
‘“ Windsor Castle,”” have each a Strain of six
Bars; ““From Aberdeen,” ‘¢ Bob’s Excuse,” and
¢ Nottingham Castle,” have Strains of ten Bars
each; “%rinne Frederick,”” is composed of but
one Strain of fourteen Bars; ¢* Leather Lane,” is
likewise comprised in one Strain of sixteen Bars,
‘¢ Leander,” and ‘¢ The Duchess,” contain but -
one Strain of twenty Bars, others contain Strains
of twenty-four Bars, without a division, as ¢ The
Ladies Misfortune,” ** The Highlanders March,”
which was a favorite Country Dance, countains
but one Strain of thitty-two Bars. The whole of
these several Tunes or Strains are much too long,
(except those of six Bars,) which are two Bars
‘too short for long Measure, and two Bars too
long for short Measure; four Bars repeated,
‘or eight unreEeatEd, is the proper length of
Strains for English Country Dancing. A
Tune sometimes occurs of twelve or sixteen

- .'* See the * Complete Country Dancing Master.”
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Bars, but they should be avoided, requiring
extraordinary attention in the Dancer. The
¢ Cobler’s Jig” contains seven Bars, which is
three Bars too much for a short, and one Bar
too little for a Strain of long Measure. Those
of twelve Bars require a E:mg and one short
Figure, those of sixteen Bars, two long Figures,
those of ten, fourteen, éighteen, and thirty,
cannot be divided to suit the various classes of
Figurem and it would require more attention
and skill, than will in general be found among
modern Ball Room Dancers. The first has two
Bars too much for a Strain of long Measure,
that of fourteen, two Bars too little for two
long Figures; and those of eighteen, two Bars
too much for two long Figures, or two Bars too
little for two long and one short ; those of twenty
Bars require two long and one short Figure;
and 'thirty-two Bars require four long Figures,
applied without any division or accent to guide
the ear of the Dancer, very few Dancers there-
fore attempt with certain expectation of per-
forming all the different Figures in Time,

— e

TUNES WITH AN ODD NUMBER
| OF BARS.

Several of the old Copuntry Dances have
Strains containing an odd number of Bars, “ Gay
Molly’s Delight,” contains nine Bars, in “ May
Fair,” there 1s nine Bars in the second Strain,

“and 1n ¢ Ianthe the Lovely,” also in ¢ If ’twere
"Tweedy,” ¢ The Carpenter’s Maggot,” con-
‘tains eleven Bars in one Strain, and fourteen
in the other. No regular steps or proper
Figures can be performed as Country Dances
to this odd Measure of Music, o
From the foregoing quotations and obser-
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vations, as applicable to the absurdities and
irregular manner of setting Figures to improper
Music, the misapplication- of the several uses
of the Figures, &c. &c. The reader will have
become acquainted with the manner and style
of ¢ Old Country Dancing.”” It will be neces-
sary, however, to add some observations as to

THE STEPS USED IN THE OLD
COUNTRY DANCING.

Which were equally absurd with the Figures,
in the performance of which they were applied,
by no means agreeing with System or princi-
Ees. Notwithstanding there exists no doubt

ut that appropriate .steps were originally
judiciously adopted to the Figures, as originally
mathematically constructed. It will only be
necessary to mention a few of them for the
reader’s notice. 'The effect they would have at
Court, in these more enlightened times, may
be better conceived than deseribed. One step
termed the ¢ Single,” consisted of two move-
ments, forward and backward, closing the feet.
Another termed the ¢ Double,”” composed of
four movements, forward, closing the feet, both
of which steps were used in circular, as well
as straight forward movements. These ste;}:s
not being technically described, it is not possible
to ascertain correctly how they were composed,
they are, however, something more consistent
than some others frequently used, in the ¢ Happy
Clown,”* ¢ Watton Town’s End,” as “ Jump all
up,” &c. In ““Granny’s Delight,” the ¢ two
men and two women make two hops in -their

* These Dances it is said were performed at Court, and
all public Balls and Assemblies.

)
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own places;” in“ Rub her down with Straw,”’ the
first and second couple set by, ‘¢ striking their
feet against the ground.” In ¢ Nottingham
Castle,"” they set out the time by ¢ leapins- about
the next couple,” in “ Bobbing Joe,”  the
first couple slip down, and the second slip
up;” in * Prince Frederick,”” “ both couples
step together;” in “ the Round,” ¢ the couple
slide down the middle;” in ¢ Akeroyd’s Pad,”
the couple are directed to “ gallop half and
trot half.” - To perform the Figure to several
Dances, the couples were directed ¢ to walk
the Figure,” &c. In others to set by ¢ stamp-
ing three times;” some were performed whnllil}r
by “running,” as in * Winchester;” some
were directed to act the Cobler,®* as in the
“Cobler’s Jig.” The foregoing movements
or steps, (if they may be so called) do not at all
ngree with the present taste for, and style of,
Dancing; notwithstanding the Ball m+
Dancing of this Country is in a deplorably bad
stale, owing to what its former bad state was,
the inattention of some Teachers and decided
ignorance in others.

. THE PRESENT STATE AND
STYLE OF ENGLISH COUNTRY
DANCING,

Calls loudly for improvement, theré. being
but few personsin the habit of frequenting the

* It is not known whether this was a performance by the
hands or feet. :

+ See the Dissertation on the present state of the Ball
Room, in ** the Companion to the Ball Room.”
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Ball Room, acquainted with it correetly; yet
in a company of three or four hundred persons
composing a Ball, very few would be found to
acknowledge their ignorance of it. It is enough
for persons to have it to say that * they have
Danced at ¢ Bath,” at “ Almacks,” “ My Lord
A.’s, Lady or my B.'s,” &c. but that they
should be so qualified in so useful and highly
requisite an accomplishment, as to be able to
Dance with ease, grace, and confidence, in per-
forming the Fligures correctly, as adapted to the
Music, and wit?n roper steps, in any company,
however res e::tall:le or good their Dancing ma

be, is absolutely necessary. Instead of suu{
being the case, the modern Ball Room teems
with officious persons, always eager to possess
calls, but when the Dance commences, should
the Kigure consist of ¢ set, and half right and
left,”” * hey,”’ &c. very few are able to perform
it. And if a *“double Figure” be called, are
thrown into such a state of alarm and confusion,
to be delivered from which the Music or the
Figure, and uently both are branded with
the epithet, “ ugly,” for the purpose of obtaine
ing a change. Foreigners have been frequently
heard to express their astonishment, that out of
so many who assemble {o joinin the perform-
ance ntytheir national Dance, so few could be
found to Dance it either gracefully, in Time
with the Music, or with proper steps, asadapted
to the different movements of the KFigures.
Setting steps in particular are seldom regarded,
but very frequently altogether omitted, conse-
quently only half the Time set to the Figure is
employed. In “set and change sides,’* the
Dancers instead of * setting’” before changing
sides, usually scamper across and back again. "
It is the same with several other Figures, as
““ set and half right and left,” * set contrary
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corners,” &c. Irish steps peculiarly adapted
to Tumnes in ; are almost unknown in the
3

modern Ball Room, instead of which are sub-
stituted shuffling and grotesque movements, to
fill up the Time, so that a tolerably good
Dancer becomes a subject of exhibition in the
Ball Room. The want of a better knowledge
of Dancing is owing to those

TEACHERS,

Who are themselves unacquainted with what
they profess to teach to others. Others know-
ing less, consider Dancing to be noart; yet by
their specious advertisements, they insnare the
public into a belief of their possessing great
ability in the profession, and no discovery of the
want of it is made, ’till their pupils have become
so initiated into their incorrect and bad manner
of performance, as torender it impossible for their
acquired defects and bad habits to be removed
or remedied, even by a Teacher of the first class
of excellence of manner and mode of Teaching.
There are some Teachers, whom it wnuﬁl
seem, consider the qualifications for the Ball
Room of little importance, by their undertaking
at a Jow price to qualify persons of any age for
the most polite Assemblies, in a few, or at most
six lessons; others more moderate, engage to
teachthe necessary requisites in a week. .
These modern Instructors’ hesitate not to
alter the most nominal and admired old Country
Dance Figures, more systematically constructed
than any Figure of modern construction, and
having somutilated them, inform you that it is
¢ a new fashioned way” of performing them.
Country Dancing is not the only department
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of Dancing, these persons dubbing themselves
‘ Professors of Dancing,” undertake in their
advertisements to teach, but every other depart-
ment; and the instant any new Species of Danc-
ing, or any publication or other thing relative
to the art is announced, the bills and advertise-
ments are copied by them so closely, that the
type is even imitated. 'These sapient self-pro-
claimed Teachers, consequently advertise to
teach among others such departments of the mrtCI
as it is wellinuwn they could only be acquainte
with by name, and have the impudent temerity
to add a caution against the forthcoming publi-
cations of genuine and established Teachers.
It is a w&ﬂ known fact, that some of them
collect from the bills and advertisements of
others, all the various terms out of which they
form one general bill or advertisement, and
profess, by way of conclusion, to teach the
whole of what is contained in their bill, not only
to Ladies, and Gentlemen, and children, but
also to Professors of Dancing. The following
18 given as a specimen.

“ Mr. A. Dancing Master, formerly of the
¢ King’s Theatre, 1talian Opera House ; author
“ of Recueil de Danses Espagnoles, a Com-
¢ panion to French and English Dancing, &c. ;
““also Inventor of the Mescolanzes, and the
¢ Swedish Country Dances.

¢ Informs the gentry in general, he gives
¢ lessons privately in the most fashienable

“ SPANISH

“ Dances, (i. e.) Danses Espagnoles, Les
# Ecossoises, Swedish Country Dances, Le
% Mescolanzes. Swedish Dances are adapted for
¥ a majority of either sex, and the Mesco-
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‘“lanzes possess all the beauties of the Quad.
“ rilles with less exhibition. '
“ Minuet, Gavottes, Allemands, Pas Seuls,

“ Strathspeys, Shawl and Garland Dances,
“ Shantruse, Fandangos, Boleros.

“QUADRILLE

“ Dancing as performed (in sets of 8, 12, and

““16) at Paris, Almack’s, &c. Waltzing, La

: Grande Polonaise, Country Dances, Horn-
pipes.

“ New Shawl Waltz, the popular national
““ Waltz, and various other fancy Dances
‘“ adapted either for the Stage or Ball Room.
“ Any Lady or Gentleman may acquire both
“¢ steps and Figures of all styles of

“ DANCING,

‘“ without joining with Pupils, (assistants in at-
“ tendance for the practice of Figures,) any
‘“hour of the day, Mondays, Wednesdays,
¢ Fridays, and Saturdays, either by the Lesson,
¢ Month, or Quarter.

“_ A vacancy for two Ladies, as apprentices;
‘“ Evening Academy from eight till ten, or nine
“ till eleven, with select Pupils.

““ Just published, a Companion to KFrench
‘“ and English Dancing, contains Quadrille and
“ Country Dance Figures, Les Mescolanze and
« Swedish Country Dance Instructor, giving
¢ every explanation to those nouvelle Dances:
¢“ Ecossoises Companion, in which is explamned
¢ the manner of performing Les Ecossoises, &c.:
‘“ Recueil de [ganses Espagnoles, contains a
“ variety of Figures in Spanish and English;

-
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‘“ each of the works contains various Dances,
“ arranged for the Pianoforte, Harp, and Violin,
““ the whole selected and composed by Mr. A,
‘“ Alsoin the press the Dancer’s Guide, which
¢ will contain instructions for six different styles
¢ of Dancing, the Etiquette of the Ball Room,
‘ Observations on Deportment, useful Hints to
‘ Pupils and Teachers, also sheweth Antiquity
g am{)Ulility of the polite Art.” &e. &c. -

A circumsiance relative to that Species of
Spanish Dancing named Boleros, occurring to the
author’smemory, will be hererelated, A Gentle-
man, a Pupil of his, in consequence of having
seen a very plausible advertisement of one of
these modern Teachers, styling himself a ¢ Pro-
fessor of Dancing,” and whose advertisement
was equally fulsome with the specimen given in
holding out that every department of fianr:ing
was taught at his Select Academy; waited on
him with an intention of taking Lessons on the
Bolero, and asked to see a Specimen of the Com-
position of the Dance, but the Professor declined
complying with the request, and recommended a
Hornpipe. But the Bolero being the Dance
the Gentleman wished to learn, and beginning
to suspect the ability of the Teacher, he preaseﬁ
him to perform a step or two of the Dance ; on
which this Professor of every department of
Dancing became alarmed, and said . that he was
not dressed for it; and to get rid of the engage-
ment, to conceal his ignorance, desired the Gen-
tleman to wait on him in three weeks’ time.
There are other Teachers who to delude stran-
gers, hold out that they teach Dancing ‘“ ona
‘new plan of their own.” T
.. It1s by these ¢ New Plans,” that the correct
method of Dancing has become sé-perverted, and
so- many heterogeneous Figures and ill- con-
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structed steps are introduced. Many of -the
modern Teachers are persons who possess no
other qualification than what they have derived
from a Quarter’s instruction, or are Fiddler’s,
who never acquired any part of the art, and there-
fore the more effectually to pass off for persons
of consequence, copy the bills, cards, advertise-
ments, &c. as before mentioned; they go further,
theyassume even the names of nominals?eachers,
and still further, by pirating their works. By
such means Teachers of ability and credit in the
profession are severely injured, and rendered
nearly unable to obtain a living, while the
ignorant pretenders are daily imposing upon
strangers from the country, and on Foreigners,
who have little or no knowledge of ¢ English
Country Dancing.”

It is obvious that a great number of persons
have been deceived, as to both time and practice
neces to the attainment of a knowledge, not
only of English Country Dancing, but of the
other depariments of the art, by the advertise-
ments and other means alluded to. Let the
reader turn over the pages of this work, and
judge for himself, what is requisite in English
Country Dancing only, previously to enterin
the Ball Room. The Figures or the principa
part of them ought to EE acquired, and the
manner of applying them to the Music, with a
knowled &nltj' ]‘gng ish, Irish, and Scotch steps,
to “set,” ‘‘cast off,”” ¢ lead down the middle,”
&c. which could not be'done in four Lessons,
of the ordinary length of one hour each. Some
Teachers assert that two steps are sufficient ; so
much for their ideas of variety.

Much depends on the talent and industry of
the Pupils, many of whom have beern the means
of injuring their Teachers, by saying they
engaged for completion in Country Dancing,
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and omitting to mention at the same time their
_ indolence (added perhaps to inability) in practice.

Some Pupils have been known to relinquish
the task of learning, through inability, and
others have considered it too laborious. It may
be aaj'nf much, but the author can assert that
no Pupil ever left him without being able to go
down a Country Dance tolerably well, and
those who had not much execution with the
feet, generally succeeded in acquiring a know-

: ledlge of Figures. -
t is next to impossibility to prevent strangers
suffering imposition, through theadvertisements
of. Teachers, naming low prices for instructions,
but it should be recollected, that instructions
though obtained at a greater cost in the first
instance from good Teachers, by being of real
service to the Pupil, must ultimately prove the
cheapest; while the cheap Teacher robs the
Pupil of money, time irretrievably lost and
credit, and leaves him open to the derision of
those who know better of what good Dancing
consists,

There are some good Teachers (keeping large
establishments) capable of turping out very
gﬂud Dancers, but through carelessnessand in-

olence, neglect furnishing their Pupils with
such Figures as cannot ﬂussihly be dispensed
with, leaving steps altogether neglected.

Quadrille Dancing has been, and still is, a
source of great profit to Teachers. These
Dances audﬁenly becoming universally fashion-
able, obliged all persons to obtain at least a
slight knowledge of Quadrilles. These persons
acquainted with Cotillions, require but little
mnstructions to enable them to perform Quad.
rilles well. But Teachers for the mere purpose

of increasing their gain, conceal the similarity
lwhich exists between Cotillions and Quadrilles,
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and commence teaching them in the same man-
ner as they would the most distinct Species of
Dancing. Were they honest enough to explain
in ‘what particular points they vary, and furnish
their Pupils merely with the Technical Terms
peculiarly applied to them, as Quadrilles, the’
Pupils if Cotillion Dancers, would very soon be
also very good Quadrille Dancers. Many
Teachers also, in order torender Quadrille Danc-
ing of still more profit, are continually present-
ing their Pupils with what they are pleased to
term ¢ New Sets of Quadrilles,” which, when
examined, furnish a Dance with little (if any)
variety, as they consist generally of the old or
original sets, differently arranged, according to
the ingenuity of the publisher. The author of
this work has several times been applied to for
certain sets of Quadrilles, as they have thus been
produced from the old sets, the applicants con-
sidering that it was necessary to acquire a know-
ledge of each set as published, not being aware
that a correct knowledge of the principal Figures
and steps generally used was sufficient to enable
them to perform any Quadrille, however in-
troduced. It isa practice with some of these
Teachers of Dancing to announce

PUBLIC BALLS,

at which almost every Species of  Dancing  is
annouriced to be performed by the Advertiser
and his Pupils, Their advertisements are sa
framed as to attract not only persons seeking
that amusement a Ball ‘is capable of affording,
but also amateurs in the art, to witness the per-
formance of the various fashionable Dances
announeed to be performed in the course of:the
evening. . ‘Hgregious disappointment is invari.
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ably met with on these occasions, for as soon as
the object of the advertiser is answered, in
getting a company together, and receiving their
admission money, no attention whatever is paid
to the realization of the object had in view by .
the visitors.

The author’s Public Balls were given more
with a view of blending instruction with amuze-
ment, few (if any) of his Balls having been at-
tended by a less number of his own Pupils, than
were of themselves sufficient to form a very
respectably attended Ball.

ublic Balls have, it seems, lost their original
intention and character, by having become, gene-
rally, sources of imaginary profit for persons
afflicted with Blindness, distressed Widows, and
Orphans, &c. the friencis of whom, from motives
of charity, undertake to conduct them, though
ignorant of the rules and Etiquette necessary to
be observed in the Ball Room. -

Public Companies* too have their Balls : in
fact, the greatest number of Balls advertised are
given by persons little acquainted with Dancing,

* At one of these Balls, numerously attended, the
author was appointed Master of the Ceremonies, notwith-
standing eight Steward’s of management, ornamented with
blue ribbons, as ensignia of office, according to the rules
of the company, were Epnimed. Contrary, however, to
a previous agreement, that the Master of the Ceremonies
should not be interrupted in the performance of the duties
he had undertaken to fulfil, two of the Steward’s came
suddenly into the Room and ordered the Music and Dance
- 1o stop. Great confusion and disorder consequently fol-

lowed, "till the company should decide between the Stewards
and the Master of the Ceremonies. The company with -
an expectation (afterwards realized) that for their comfort.
and enjoyment in the Dance, the sole management should -
devolve on the Master of the Ceremonies, it was accor-
dingly so decided, to the no small chagrin of the extra-
officious Stewards.
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or the Etiquette of the Ball Room ; their adver-
tisements are copied from others, and no other
consideration rests with them, than the profit to
be derived from the number of visitors who are at
liberty to dress, Dance, and conduct themselves
as they please.

The Master of the Ceremonies,* or Stewards
appointing themselves are general,ly disregarded, .
and the most violent outrages consequently com-
mitied. 'The Company generally found at these
Balls, is in general such as estimate the quality
of a Ball, according to the hours it is “kept up,”
and consider it a very good Ball, if Dancing is
continued until six or eight o’clock in the
morning.

Many of the Minor Teachers entitle their
Balls ¢ Annual,”’ or ¢ 20th or 30th Public
Ball,” inimitation of some established Teacher,
to induce persons to believe that they have been
long established, though they may not have been
established more than one year or so. Others
introduce ¢ Fancy Dress,”” ¢ Full Dress,™
“ Grand,” &c. -

No System, perhaps, was ever pursued, cal-
culated more to produce bad Dancers than the

* The author was present at a public Ball, (so termed)
at which were present upwards of 300 persons assembled to
Dance, and with a view to the beiler regulation of the
Dancing, a Master of the Ceremonies was appointed, who
preferring ** Tripping it on the iiﬁht fantastic toe,” to the
performance of his dFI'.‘Itj', the Leader of the Band assumed
to himself the authority of stopging the Music, declarin
ihe Dance was finished. This conduct in the Leader enrageg
the Master of the Ceremonies, who, in remonstrating with
bim, was accused of not attending to his duty. The
Stewards, who were referred to, to settle the dispute, were
mcapable, knowing nothing of Dancing or the Etiquette
of the Ball Room. The resnlt was, the Leader becamsg

iriumphant.
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lower order of Teachers, having frequently,
sometimes four times in a week, what they term
¢ Subscription Assemblies,”” conducted (inde-
pendently of the manner of Dancing) in a way
tending to injure the reputation of the visitors.
They are conducted in the same manner and

upon the same plan of Finance, as the Dancing
Rooms, hereafter treated on. ;

WALTZ AND QUADRILLE BALLS.

Are frequently advertized to take place in some
“of the best Rooms in London, since Waltzing
and Quadrilles* have become so fashionable,
given by persons assuming the title of ¢ Danc-
ing Master,” and ¢ Professor of Dancing,” &e.
At these Balls, the Proprietors very freqlvl‘!;rrntl y
being unable to Dance Quadrilles or Waltz
themselves, and perhaps, having no Pupils capa-
ble of setting an example to the Company, to
excuse themselves, to the Band to playa
Waltz u:ul‘l Quadrillfe Tune. Sgl thal:; ‘itilfl:l Com-

yor that of it acquainted wit tzing,
E:T;Wnltz, p:rrtstand up to a Quadrille if thegy
please. But the company at such Balls being
generally strangers to.each other, and having
no partner with them acquainted with Waltzing
or Quadrilles, generally become spectators of
each other in a promenade round the rooms, so
that the Waltz and Quadrille Ball ends in
Country Dances and Reels, sometimes not one
of these Dances being performed during the
evening, These Professors resting entirely on
the receipts derived from the credit of the house,
at which their Balls are held, are altogether re-

# See the Preface to “ The Description of the Correct
Method of Germanand French Waltzing.” _ :

s 2
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less of acquiring amy credit in their pro.
ession, by a display of their abilities. A Gen-
tleman of the kind alluded to, advertised a Ball
with Fancy Dances, &c. when the time drew
near, hearing that some person would be present
acquainted with DaMii:Ls’ became alarmed, and
requested one of the Kiddlers to assist- him in
the composition of the Dances. The assistance
of the Kiddler being of no avail, the perform-
ance of the Dances was excused by the com-
pany, on its being mentioned that one of the
young Ladies, whose presence was necessary,
was prevented through illness.

— e —

DANCING ROOMS.

Another mode resorted to by pretended
Teachers of Dancing, of collecting company
together, and obtaining money from the unwary,
is the adoption of Dancing Rooms; the pro-
prietors of which visit public places, and employ
girls to collect the names and residences of
persons* in the habit of frequenting Balls, Con-
certs, &c. Each person, whose name and
address has been thus procured, receives a two-
penny post letter, inclosing a Ticket of Admis-
sion for himself and Friends, (no matter how
many Friends,) to a ¢ Grand Dress Ball,” &ec.
with some nominal persons name subscribed to
it as a Master of the Ceremonies.

These Dancing Rooms are supported by
persons who visit them, many of whom go out
of curiosity, and others to thank the liberal
Donor for his liberal politeness. But before

* Apprenticesand Servants are frequently invited.
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the visitors obtain admission into the Room,
they are requested to deposit a piece of money,
of not less value than sixpence, for the care of
their hats, bonnets, &c. which must be left with
the attendant, as a warranty for the demand.
So that a company, consisting of many persons,
furnish money sufficiéent to defray the pro-
prietor’s expences and something more. Kach
visitor is also expected to partake of the refresh-
ments which the proprietors provide, as another
source of profit; and should the visitors be in-
clined to depart early, or dislike the company,
he has no aYtemative by way of escape, as the
person with whom the hats, &c. were deposited,
is not to be seen ’till Coffee has been served up,
with a view of inducing persons to spend their
money. One visit is suflicient to convince the
visitor of the reason for the polite attention paid
them by the presentation of their Ticket.

The Dancing goes on without regularity or
direction; and notwithstanding the proprietors
pass for Dancing Masters, they are frequently
totally ignorant of the correct manner of per-
forming either Figures or steps. The pro-
prietors interest exist in being industrious in
endeavouring to gain Subscribers, or in g"wing
invitations for the next ¢ Dancing night,” or in
soliciting the assistance of the company in the
dBiB sal and distribution of Tickets for a Public

all.

Much more might be written on the System
pursued in those places, but what has been said
will no doubt suflice, in shewing that they are
receptacles of that description not at all proba-
ble of meeting with the approbation of, or of
affording pleasure to those persons having a
taste for the enjoyments, which the sociability of
English Country Dancing, when properly ex-
ercised, is certain of prudBucing.

s
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